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National foreword

This British Standard is the English language version of EN 1500:1997.

The UK participation in its preparation was entrusted to Technical Committee

IH/57, Chemical disinfectants and antiseptics, which has the responsibility to:
— aid enquirers to understand the text;
— present to the responsible European committee any enquiries on the
interpretation, or proposals for change, and keep the UK interests informed;
— monitor related international and European developments and
promulgate them in the UK.

A list of organizations represented on this committee can be obtained on

request to its secretary.

Cross-references

The British Standards which implement international or European
publications referred to in this document may be found in the BSI Standards
Catalogue under the section entitled “International Standards Correspondence
Index”, or by using the “Find” facility of the BSI Standards Electronic
Catalogue.

A British Standard does not purport to include all the necessary provisions of
a contract. Users of British Standards are responsible for their correct
application.

Compliance with a British Standard does not of itself confer immunity
from legal obligations.

Summary of pages

This document comprises a front cover, an inside front cover, pages 1 and ii,
the EN title page, pages 2 to 16 and a back cover.

This standard has been updated (see copyright date) and may have had
amendments incorporated. This will be indicated in the amendment table on
the inside front cover.

Amendments issued since publication

Amd. No. Date Comments
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NORME EUROPEENNE
EUROPAISCHE NORM July 1997

ICS 11.080

Descriptors: Disinfectants, chemical compounds, hygiene, hand (anatomy), tests, contamination, antibacterial activity, neutralizing,
counting, micro-organisms

English version

Chemical disinfectants and antiseptics — Hygienic
handrub — Test method and requirements
(phase 2/step 2)

Antiseptiques et désinfectants chimiques — Chemische Desinfektionsmittel und
Traitement hygiénique des mains par Antiseptika — Hygienische

frictions — Méthode d’essai et prescriptions Héandedesinfektion — Priifverfahren und
(phase 2/¢étape 2) Anfoderungen (Phase 2/Stufe 2)

This European Standard was approved by CEN on 1997-06-29. CEN members
are bound to comply with the CEN/CENELEC Internal Regulations which
stipulate the conditions for giving this European Standard the status of a
national standard without any alteration.

Up-to-date lists and bibliographical references concerning such national
standards may be obtained on application to the Central Secretariat or to any
CEN member.

This European Standard exists in three official versions (English, French,
German). A version in any other language made by translation under the
responsibility of a CEN member into its own language and notified to the
Central Secretariat has the same status as the official versions.

CEN members are the national standards bodies of Austria, Belgium,
Czech Republic, Denmark, Finland, France, Germany, Greece, Iceland,
Ireland, Italy, Luxembourg, Netherlands, Norway, Portugal, Spain, Sweden,
Switzerland and United Kingdom.

CEN

European Committee for Standardization
Comité Européen de Normalisation
Européaisches Komitee fiir Normung

Central Secretariat: rue de Stassart 36, B-1050 Brussels

© 1997 CEN All rights of exploitation in any form and by any means reserved Worldwiie for CEN national

Members. we OGBS
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1 Scope

This European Standard specifies a method of test simulating practical conditions for establishing whether
a product for hygienic handrub reduces the release of transient flora according to the requirements when
rubbed onto the artificially contaminated hands of volunteers.

This European Standard applies to products for hygienic handrub for use in areas and situations where
disinfection is medically indicated. Such indications occur in patient care, for example:

— 1in hospitals, in community medical facilities and in dental institutions;
— 1in clinics of schools, of kindergartens and of nursing homes.

and may occur in the workplace and in the home. It may also include services such as laundries and
kitchens supplying products directly for the patient.

2 Normative references

This European Standard incorporates by dated or undated reference, provisions from other publications.

These normative references are cited at the appropriate places in the text and the publications are listed
hereafter. For dated references, subsequent amendments to or revisions of any of these publications apply
to this European Standard only when incorporated in it by amendment or revision. For undated references
the latest edition of the publication referred to applies.

prEN 12054, Chemical disinfectants and antiseptics — Products for hygienic and surgical handrub and
handwash — Bactericidal activity — Test method and requirements (phase 2/step 1).

3 Definitions

For the purposes of this standard, the following definitions apply:

3.1
product (for chemical disinfection and/or antisepsis)

chemical agent or formulation used as a chemical disinfectant and/or antiseptic (EN 1040)

3.2
hygienic handrub

postcontamination treatment procedure that involves rubbing hands without the addition of water, using
a bactericidal preparation directed against transient microorganisms to prevent their transmission
regardless of the resident skin flora

3.3
prevalue

number of colony forming units (cfu) sampled from hands before treatment

3.4
postvalue

number of colony forming units (cfu) sampled from hands after treatment

3.5
reduction factor (RF)

ratio of prevalues and postvalues, generally expressed by decimal logarithms:
log,o RF = log;, prevalue — log;, postvalue

4 Requirements

When tested in accordance with clause 5, the mean reduction of the release of test organisms achieved
by the hygienic handrub product shall not be significantly smaller than that achieved by a reference
handrub (R) (see 5.6.4.2) with propan-2-ol 60 % (V/V).

Products under test shall at least have a bactericidal activity as specified in prEN 12054.
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