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Foreword 

This document (EN 15169:2007) has been prepared by Technical Committee CEN/TC 292 “Characterization 
of waste”, the secretariat of which is held by NEN.  

This European Standard shall be given the status of a national standard, either by publication of an identical 
text or by endorsement, at the latest by August 2007, and conflicting national standards shall be withdrawn at 
the latest by August 2007. 

The method described in this standard has been derived from EN 12879 which was prepared by CEN/TC 308. 

Anyone dealing with waste and sludge analysis should be aware of the risks of that kind of material, 
irrespective of the parameters to be determined. Waste and sludge samples may contain hazardous (e. g. 
toxic, reactive, flammable, infectious) substances, which can be prone to biological and/or chemical reaction. 
Consequently these samples should be handled with special care. Gases which may be produced by 
microbiological or chemical activity are potentially flammable and will pressurise sealed bottles. Bursting 
bottles are likely to result in hazardous shrapnel, dust and/or aerosol. National regulations should be followed 
with respect to all hazards associated with this method. 

According to the CEN/CENELEC Internal Regulations, the national standards organizations of the following 
countries are bound to implement this European Standard: Austria, Belgium, Bulgaria, Cyprus, Czech 
Republic, Denmark, Estonia, Finland, France, Germany, Greece, Hungary, Iceland, Ireland, Italy, Latvia, 
Lithuania, Luxembourg, Malta, Netherlands, Norway, Poland, Portugal, Romania, Slovakia, Slovenia, Spain, 
Sweden, Switzerland and United Kingdom. 
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