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Foreword 

This document (EN 15758:2010) has been prepared by Technical Committee CEN/TC 346 “Conservation of 
Cultural Property”, the secretariat of which is held by UNI. 

This European Standard shall be given the status of a national standard, either by publication of an identical 
text or by endorsement, at the latest by March 2011, and conflicting national standards shall be withdrawn at 
the latest by March 2011. 

Attention is drawn to the possibility that some of the elements of this document may be the subject of patent 
rights. CEN [and/or CENELEC] shall not be held responsible for identifying any or all such patent rights. 

According to the CEN/CENELEC Internal Regulations, the national standards organizations of the following 
countries are bound to implement this European Standard: Austria, Belgium, Bulgaria, Croatia, Cyprus, Czech 
Republic, Denmark, Estonia, Finland, France, Germany, Greece, Hungary, Iceland, Ireland, Italy, Latvia, 
Lithuania, Luxembourg, Malta, Netherlands, Norway, Poland, Portugal, Romania, Slovakia, Slovenia, Spain, 
Sweden, Switzerland and the United Kingdom. 
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Introduction 

This standard is intended to assist in providing an acceptable environment for tangible cultural heritage. The 
temperature of the air and of object surfaces constitute important aspects of that environment. Temperature is 
one of the factors which can have a profound effect on the preservation of objects. Physical characteristics of 
materials change as they absorb or release heat. Objects expand and contract as the temperature changes, 
become rigid and brittle if the temperature falls below the glass transition temperature, or are mechanically 
damaged by the melting and freezing of water. The rates of some important chemical reactions, such as the 
degradation of cellulose (paper, textiles) increase with rising temperature. Temperature influences the activity 
of fungi and insects responsible for the bio-deterioration of organic materials. Temperature may affect some 
minerals and masonry crystallisation. Temperature also has an important indirect effect: a rise in temperature 
causes lowering of the relative humidity, which results in the drying of moisture absorbing materials such as 
wood, paper or leather. Such drying may lead to shrinkage and embrittlement. When direct radiation from sun, 
lamps or radiant heaters reaches objects, the consequent temperature rise causes drying even when the 
relative humidity of the surrounding air remains constant. Whatever the air temperature, the water vapour may 
condense on cold surfaces if their temperature drops below the dew point. 

The control of levels and variability of temperature contributes to a proper environment for cultural property 
and thereby reduces the risk of deterioration. Such control is an important preventive measure which will 
minimise the need for future conservation interventions. 

This standard recommends procedures for measuring the temperature of the air and of the surfaces of cultural 
property in indoor and outdoor environments as well as specifying the minimum characteristics of instrument 
for such measurements. Although standards exist for measuring the air or surface temperature in other fields 
like meteorology, industry or medicine, this standard focuses on the specific requirements of cultural property. 
One of the main concerns has been the use of non-contact or remote methods to make possible measuring 
temperatures of fragile and precious surfaces without any physical contact. However, taking measurements of 
the object surface, whether using contact or non-contact methods, involves a degree of risk to the object and 
should not be undertaken without clear justification nor without consultation with a suitably qualified and 
experienced conservator, preferably as part of an interdisciplinary team. 

This document is one of the series of European Standards intended for use in the study of environments of 
cultural property. 

Any measuring system which meets or exceeds the requirements of this European Standard can be used. 
The description or listing of certain instruments signifies only that they are recommended. It is up to users to 
analyze the quality of instruments available on the market and verify whether they conform to this document. 
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