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National foreword

This British Standard has been prepared by Technical Committee IST/14 and is 
the English language version of EN 1578:1995 EDI — Message — Customs 
declaration message (CUSDEC), published by the European Committee for 
Standardization (CEN).
This British Standard is published under the direction of the Information 
Systems Technology Assembly whose Technical Committee IST/14 has the 
responsibility to:

— aid enquirers to understand the text;
— present to the responsible international committee any enquiries on 
interpretation, or proposals for change, and keep UK interests informed;
— monitor related international and European developments and promulgate 
them in the UK.

NOTE International and European Standards, as well as overseas standards, are available from 
Customer Services, BSI, 389 Chiswick High Road, London W4 4AL.

A British Standard does not purport to include all the necessary provisions of a 
contract. Users of British Standards are responsible for their correct application.

Compliance with a British Standard does not of itself confer immunity 
from legal obligations.

Summary of pages
This document comprises a front cover, an inside front cover, pages i and ii, 
the EN title page, pages 2 to 18 and a back cover.
This standard has been updated (see copyright date) and may have had 
amendments incorporated. This will be indicated in the amendment table on the 
inside front cover.
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English version

EDI — Message — Customs declaration message 
(CUSDEC)

EDI — Message — Déclaration en douane
(CUSDEC)

EDI — Nachricht — Zollanmeldung (CUSDEC)

This European Standard was approved by CEN on 1995-03-11. CEN members
are bound to comply with the CEN/CENELEC Internal Regulations which
stipulate the conditions for giving this European Standard the status of a
national standard without any alteration.
Up-to-date lists and bibliographical references concerning such national
standards may be obtained on application to the Central Secretariat or to any
CEN member.
This European Standard exists in three official versions (English, French,
German). A version in any other language made by translation under the
responsibility of a CEN member into its own language and notified to the
Central Secretariat has the same status as the official versions.
CEN members are the national standards bodies of Austria, Belgium,
Denmark, Finland, France, Germany, Greece, Iceland, Ireland, Italy,
Luxembourg, Netherlands, Norway, Portugal, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland and
United Kingdom.

CEN

European Committee for Standardization
Comité Européen de Normalisation
Europäisches Komitee für Normung

Central Secretariat: rue de Stassart 36, B-1050 Brussels

© 1995 All rights of reproduction and communication in any form and by any means reserved in all 
countries to CEN and its members.
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Foreword

This European Standard has been taken over by 
CEN from the Western European EDIFACT Board 
in the UN/EDIFACT context.
This European Standard shall be given the status of 
a national standard, either by publication of an 
identical text or by endorsement, at the latest by 
November 1995, and conflicting national standards 
shall be withdrawn at the latest by November 1995.
According to the CEN/CENELEC Internal 
Regulations, the following countries are bound to 
implement this European Standard: Austria, 
Belgium, Denmark, Finland, France, Germany, 
Greece, Iceland, Ireland, Italy, Luxembourg, 
Netherlands, Norway, Portugal, Spain, Sweden, 
Switzerland and the United Kingdom.
This message standard shall be used in conjunction 
with EN 1475:1995, Supporting Directory based on 
UN/EDIFACT D.93A Directory. For reference to 
codes (which are not part of this or any other 
standard) refer to WE/EB Secretariat — ECE — 
DG III B/5, rue de la Loi 200, 1049 Brussels.
This standard is technically identical to the 
corresponding UN/EDIFACT recommendation.
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1 Scope
This specification provides the definition of the 
Customs Declaration Message (CUSDEC) to be 
used in Electronic Data Interchange (EDI) between 
partners involved in administration, commerce and 
transport.
This Customs Declaration Message (CUSDEC) 
permits the transfer of data from a declarant to a 
customs administration for the purpose of meeting 
legislative and/or operational requirements in 
respect of the declaration of goods for import, export 
or transit. The message may also be used, for 
example:

— to transmit data from an exporter in one 
country to an importer in another country;
— to transmit consignment data from one 
customs administration to another;
— to transmit data from a customs authority to 
other governments agencies and/or interested 
administrations;
— to transmit data from a declarant to the 
appropriate data collection agency on the 
movement of goods between statistical 
territories.

2 Normative references
This standard incorporates by dated or undated 
reference, provisions from other publications. These 
normative references are cited at the appropriate 
places in the text and the publications are listed 
hereafter. For dated references, subsequent 
amendments to or revisions of any of these 
publications apply to this standard only when 
incorporated in it by amendment or revision. For 
undated references the latest edition of the 
publication referred to applies.
UNTDID UN Trade Data Interchange Directory, 
Issue UN/ECE/TRADE/WP.4/R.1016, Part 4,
UN/ECE UNSM — General Introduction1).

3 Definitions
For the purposes of this standard, the following 
definitions apply:
UNTDID (see normative reference).

4 Requirements
4.1 Data segment clarification

This section should be read in conjunction with the 
Branching Diagram and the Segment Table which 
indicate mandatory, conditional and repeating 
requirements.

4.1.1 Header section

Information to be provided in the Header section:
UNH, Message header
A service segment starting and uniquely 
identifying a message.
NOTE Customs declaration messages conforming to this 
document must contain the following data in UNH, 
composite S009:

BGM, Beginning of message
A segment identifying the declaration type and 
reference.
CST, Customs status of goods
A segment identifying the customs procedure 
and status of the goods relevant to the whole 
message.
LOC, Place/location identification
A segment identifying a place or location 
relevant to the entire message. For example, port 
of loading, office of entry, etc.
DTM, Date/time/period
A segment identifying dates, times or periods 
relevant to the whole message. For example, 
actual date of arrival, elected date of 
presentation, etc.
GIS, General indicator
A segment identifying the various indicators 
required by a customs system. For example, 
special programs, release certification, duty free 
eligibility under GSP, etc.
FII, Financial institution information
A segment identifying an account and a related 
financial institution relevant to the whole 
message.
MEA, Measurements
A segment identifying various measurement 
factors where these are required for the whole 
declaration (message).
EQD, Equipment details
A segment identifying the equipment 
(e.g. container id.) used to transport all the goods 
related to the whole declaration (message).
SEL, Seal number
A segment identifying customs seals used in the 
transport of goods related to the whole 
declaration (message).

1) Information about sources of supply can be obtained by WE/EB Secretariat — CEC — DG III B/5, rue de la Loi 200, 1049 
Brussels

Data element 0065 CUSDEC
0052 D
0054 93A
0051 UN
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Segment Group 1: RFF-DTM-SG2
A group of segments identifying various references, 
manifest quantities and package identities relevant 
to the whole message.

RFF, Reference
A segment identifying the various references 
relevant to the whole message.
DTM, Date/time/period
A segment identifying a date related to the 
previous RFF segment.

Segment Group 2: PAC-SG3
A group of segment identifying the numbers of, the 
types of, and the markings individual packages.

PAC, Package
A segment identifying the number and type of 
packages manifested on a bill of lading, 
warehouse entry, etc.

Segment Group 3: PCI-FTX
A group of segments identifying markings and 
labels on manifested units.

PCI, Package identification
A segment identifying markings and labels on 
individual manifested units.
FTX, Free text
A segment describing the goods identified in PCI 
in narrative form.

Segment Group 4: TDT-TPL
A group of segments identifying the mode, means 
and identification of the transport used.

TDT, Details of transport
A segment identifying the mode and means of 
transport used.
TPL, Transport placement
A segment identifying the transport vehicle 
used.

Segment Group 5: DOC-DTM-LOC
A group of segments identifying documentary 
requirements where they are needed as supporting 
information for the entire message.

DOC, Document/message details
A segment identifying a specific document 
required as supporting information for the entire 
message.
DTM, Date/time/period
A segment identifying dates related to the 
document identified in DOC.
LOC, Place/location identification
A segment identifying a location related to the 
document identified in DOC.

Segment Group 6: NAD-RFF-CTA-COM
A group of segments identifying the parties relevant 
to the whole message, with their related references, 
contacts, and communication numbers.

NAD, Name and address
A segment identifying the parties relevant to the 
entire message. For example importer, ultimate 
consignee, etc.
RFF, Reference
A segment identifying references relating to the 
party specified within the group. For example, a 
special mailing request number for refunds 
relating to the customs transaction.
CTA, Contact information
A segment identifying a contact person(s) or 
department(s) associated with the party 
specified in this group.
COM, Communication contact
A segment identifying the phone number, fax 
number or other communications number of the 
party and (or) contact specified within this 
group.

Segment Group 7: TOD-LOC-FTX
A group of segments identifying the terms of 
delivery pertinent to the entire message.

TOD, Terms of delivery
A segment identifying terms of delivery, relevant 
to the entire message, in a coded format.
LOC, Place/location identification
A segment identifying a location related to the 
terms of delivery identified in TOD.
FTX, Free text
A segment identifying the terms of delivery in 
narrative form.

Segment Group 8: MOA-SG9
A group of segments identifying monetary amounts, 
currencies and their exchange rates, when required 
for the whole declaration.

MOA, Monetary amount
A segment identifying a monetary function and 
up to five monetary amounts.

Segment Group 9: CUX-DTM
A group of segments identifying currencies, a rate of 
exchange and a related date for a monetary amount 
identified within this group.

CUX, Currencies
A segment identifying currencies and the rate of 
exchange for a monetary amount identified 
within this group.
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