
BS EN 15909:2010

ICS 65.080

NO COPYING WITHOUT BSI PERMISSION EXCEPT AS PERMITTED BY COPYRIGHT LAW

BRITISH STANDARD

Fertilizers —
Determination of
calcium and formate
in calcium foliar
fertilizers

Full document details: BS EN 15909:2010

http://www.avadocuments.com/doc/bs-en-15909-2010
http://www.avadocuments.com/doc/bs-en-15909-2010


This British Standard
was published under the
authority of the Standards
Policy and Strategy
Committee on 30 June
2010
© BSI 2010

ISBN 978 0 580 65809 9

Amendments/corrigenda issued since publication

Date Comments

BS EN 15909:2010

National foreword

This British Standard is the UK implementation of EN 15909:2010.
The UK participation in its preparation was entrusted to Technical
Committee CII/37, Fertilisers and related chemicals.
A list of organizations represented on this committee can be obtained on
request to its secretary.
This publication does not purport to include all the necessary provisions
of a contract. Users are responsible for its correct application.
Compliance with a British Standard cannot confer immunity
from legal obligations.

Full document details: BS EN 15909:2010

http://www.avadocuments.com/doc/bs-en-15909-2010
http://www.avadocuments.com/doc/bs-en-15909-2010


BS EN 15909:2010

 

 

 
EUROPEAN STANDARD 

NORME EUROPÉENNE 

EUROPÄISCHE NORM 

 
 EN 15909 
  

 
 June 2010 

ICS 65.080 

English Version 

 Fertilizers - Determination of calcium and formate in calcium 
foliar fertilizers 

 

Engrais - Dosage du calcium et du formiate dans les 
engrais calcium pour pulvérisation foliaire 

 Düngemittel - Bestimmung von Calcium und Formiat in 
Calcium-Blattdüngemitteln 

This European Standard was approved by CEN on 29 April 2010.  
 
CEN members are bound to comply with the CEN/CENELEC Internal Regulations which stipulate the conditions for giving this European 
Standard the status of a national standard without any alteration. Up-to-date lists and bibliographical references concerning such national 
standards may be obtained on application to the CEN Management Centre or to any CEN member. 
 
This European Standard exists in three official versions (English, French, German). A version in any other language made by translation 
under the responsibility of a CEN member into its own language and notified to the CEN Management Centre has the same status as the 
official versions. 
 
CEN members are the national standards bodies of Austria, Belgium, Bulgaria, Croatia, Cyprus, Czech Republic, Denmark, Estonia, 
Finland, France, Germany, Greece, Hungary, Iceland, Ireland, Italy, Latvia, Lithuania, Luxembourg, Malta, Netherlands, Norway, Poland, 
Portugal, Romania, Slovakia, Slovenia, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland and United Kingdom. 
 
 
 
 

 
EUROPEAN COMMITTEE FOR STANDARDIZATION  
C O M I T É  E U R O P É E N  D E  N O R M A LI S A T I O N 
EUR OP ÄIS C HES  KOM ITEE FÜR  NOR M UNG 
 

 

Management Centre:  Avenue Marnix 17,  B-1000 Brussels 

© 2010 CEN All rights of exploitation in any form and by any means reserved 
worldwide for CEN national Members. 

Ref. No. EN 15909:2010: E

Full document details: BS EN 15909:2010

http://dx.doi.org/10.3403/30195293U
http://www.avadocuments.com/doc/bs-en-15909-2010
http://www.avadocuments.com/doc/bs-en-15909-2010


BS EN 15909:2010
EN 15909:2010 (E) 

2 

Contents Page 

Foreword ..............................................................................................................................................................3

1 Scope ......................................................................................................................................................4

2 Normative references ............................................................................................................................4

3 Terms and definitions ...........................................................................................................................4

4 Principle ..................................................................................................................................................4
4.1 General ....................................................................................................................................................4
4.2 Calcium ...................................................................................................................................................4
4.3 Formate ...................................................................................................................................................5
4.4 Chloride ..................................................................................................................................................5

5 Reagents .................................................................................................................................................5

6 Apparatus ...............................................................................................................................................6

7 Sampling and sample preparation .......................................................................................................6

8 Procedure ...............................................................................................................................................7
8.1 Preparation of the test solution ............................................................................................................7
8.2 Determination of the calcium content (concentration C1) ................................................................7
8.3 Determination of formate content (concentration C2) .......................................................................8
8.3.1 HPLC conditions ....................................................................................................................................8
8.3.2 Elution conditions..................................................................................................................................8
8.3.3 Detection conditions .............................................................................................................................8
8.3.4 Procedure ...............................................................................................................................................9
8.3.5 Calculation ..............................................................................................................................................9
8.4 Determination of chloride content (concentration C3) ......................................................................9
8.4.1 Instrument settings for the automatic titroprocessor (6.3) ...............................................................9
8.4.2 Stop conditions ................................................................................................................................... 10
8.4.3 Evaluation ............................................................................................................................................ 10
8.4.4 Preparation of sodium chloride solution 0,01 mol/l (for blank value determination) .................. 10
8.4.5 Preparation of methyl orange indicator solution ............................................................................ 10
8.4.6 Procedure ............................................................................................................................................ 10
8.4.7 Calculation ........................................................................................................................................... 11
8.4.8 Adjustment of correction factor (titre) of 0,01 mol/l silver nitrate solution with sodium 

chloride (5.12) ...................................................................................................................................... 11

9 Calculation and expression of the result ......................................................................................... 12
9.1 Stoichiometric data............................................................................................................................. 12
9.2 Expression of the result ..................................................................................................................... 12
9.3 Determination of residual content of calcium (9.2.3) ...................................................................... 12

10 Precision .............................................................................................................................................. 13
10.1 Inter-laboratory test ............................................................................................................................ 13
10.2 Repeatability ........................................................................................................................................ 13
10.3 Reproducibility .................................................................................................................................... 13

11 Test report ........................................................................................................................................... 13

Annex A (informative)  Statistical results of the inter-laboratory tests ....................................................... 14

Bibliography ..................................................................................................................................................... 15
 

Full document details: BS EN 15909:2010

http://www.avadocuments.com/doc/bs-en-15909-2010
http://www.avadocuments.com/doc/bs-en-15909-2010


BS EN 15909:2010
EN 15909:2010 (E) 

3 

Foreword 

This document (EN 15909:2010) has been prepared by Technical Committee CEN/TC 260 “Fertilizers and 
liming materials”, the secretariat of which is held by DIN. 

This European Standard shall be given the status of a national standard, either by publication of an identical 
text or by endorsement, at the latest by December 2010, and conflicting national standards shall be withdrawn 
at the latest by December 2010. 

Attention is drawn to the possibility that some of the elements of this document may be the subject of patent 
rights. CEN [and/or CENELEC] shall not be held responsible for identifying any or all such patent rights. 

This document has been prepared under a mandate given to CEN by the European Commission and the 
European Free Trade Association 

According to the CEN/CENELEC Internal Regulations, the national standards organizations of the following 
countries are bound to implement this European Standard: Austria, Belgium, Bulgaria, Croatia, Cyprus, Czech 
Republic, Denmark, Estonia, Finland, France, Germany, Greece, Hungary, Iceland, Ireland, Italy, Latvia, 
Lithuania, Luxembourg, Malta, Netherlands, Norway, Poland, Portugal, Romania, Slovakia, Slovenia, Spain, 
Sweden, Switzerland and the United Kingdom. 
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1 Scope 

This European Standard specifies a method for the determination of the content of calcium and formate in 
calcium foliar fertilizers in the presence of calcium chloride. This is determined and calculated by individual 
analytical determination of the following components: 

 Calcium (Ca2+), 

 Chloride (Cl-), 

 Formate (HCOO-). 

The method is applicable to calcium foliar fertilizers with a calcium content of approximately 30 %. 

2 Normative references 

The following referenced documents are indispensable for the application of this document. For dated 
references, only the edition cited applies. For undated references, the latest edition of the referenced 
document (including any amendments) applies. 

EN 480-10, Admixtures for concrete, mortar and grout — Test methods — Part 10: Determination of water 
soluble chloride content 

EN 1482-2, Fertilizers and liming materials — Sampling and sample preparation — Part 2: Sample 
preparation 

EN 12944-1:1999, Fertilizers and liming materials and soil improvers — Vocabulary — Part 1: General terms 

EN 12944-2:1999, Fertilizers and liming materials and soil improvers — Vocabulary — Part 2: Terms relating 
to fertilizers  

EN ISO 3696:1995, Water for analytical laboratory use — Specification and test methods (ISO 3696:1987) 

3 Terms and definitions 

For the purposes of this document, the terms and definitions given in EN 12944-1:1999 and EN 12944-2:1999 
apply. 

4 Principle 

4.1 General 

Three different analytical procedures are used for the determination of the components to be determined, 
calcium, formate and chloride, in calcium foliar fertilizers. The substances calcium formate and calcium 
chloride are calculated stoichiometrically from the analytical results determined in each case (4.2, 4.3 and 4.4) 
(see Clause 9). 

4.2 Calcium 

The calcium content is determined complexometrically with the diluted sample in strongly alkaline solution by 
means of adjusted 0,1 mol/l EDTA solution (5.1) and the calcium-specific indicator, calconcarboxylic acid 
(8.2).  
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