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Foreword 

This document (EN 15946:2011) has been prepared by Technical Committee CEN/TC 346 “Conservation of 
cultural property”, the secretariat of which is held by UNI. 

This European Standard shall be given the status of a national standard, either by publication of an identical 
text or by endorsement, at the latest by February 2012, and conflicting national standards shall be withdrawn 
at the latest by February 2012. 

Attention is drawn to the possibility that some of the elements of this document may be the subject of patent 
rights. CEN [and/or CENELEC] shall not be held responsible for identifying any or all such patent rights. 

According to the CEN/CENELEC Internal Regulations, the national standards organizations of the following 
countries are bound to implement this European Standard: Austria, Belgium, Bulgaria, Croatia, Cyprus, Czech 
Republic, Denmark, Estonia, Finland, France, Germany, Greece, Hungary, Iceland, Ireland, Italy, Latvia, 
Lithuania, Luxembourg, Malta, Netherlands, Norway, Poland, Portugal, Romania, Slovakia, Slovenia, Spain, 
Sweden, Switzerland and the United Kingdom. 
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Introduction 

This European Standard provides recommendations (the word should is used) and lists requirements (the 
word shall is used) for safe and secure packing of cultural property for transport. 

It is intended for individuals or organizations involved in the preservation of cultural property in order to reduce 
the risk of damage. 

The standard proposes a common terminology and procedures for packing. 

The appropriate range of knowledge, skills and competencies is required by every party involved with packing 
cultural property for transport. 
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1 Scope 

This European Standard specifies the packing process for objects considered by the owner/custodian as 
ready to be moved. 

2 Normative references 

The following referenced documents are indispensable for the application of this document. For dated 
references, only the edition cited applies. For undated references, the latest edition of the referenced 
document (including any amendments) applies. 

EN 15898:2011, Conservation of cultural property — Main general terms and definitions 

EN ISO 780, Packaging — Pictorial marking for handling of goods (ISO 780:1997) 

3 Terms and definitions 

For the purposes of this document, the terms and definitions given in EN 15898:2011 and the following apply. 

3.1 
accompanying condition report 
document recording the present state of an object and of any changes during transit 

3.2 
accompanying documents 
set of documents accompanying cultural property during its transport 

3.3 
consignee 
person or organization to whom the shipment of cultural property is to be delivered 

NOTE The last consignee is called final consignee. 

3.4 
courier 
person authorized by the owner/custodian and with adequate training/experience to escort shipment of 
cultural property from the collecting point to the final consignee 

3.5 
crate 
rigid box, case or container forming an outside layer of packaging for an object 

3.6 
cushioning 
material or devices incorporated in a packaging system in order to maintain the physical integrity of cultural 
property 

NOTE Adapted from EN 14182:2002. 

3.7 
custodian 
person or organization to whom possession of the cultural property has been granted by the owner 
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3.8 
facility report 
document giving information about the premises, its physical, technical, environmental and security 
specifications 

3.9 
owner 
person or organization who has legal title of ownership 

3.10 
packaging 
materials or constructions used for packing of cultural property 

3.11 
packing list 
list of the packages in a single consignment attached to the shipping, delivery and receipt notes 

3.12 
representative 
any person acting through delegated authority on behalf of the owner or custodian of cultural property 

3.13 
site visit 
technical survey of an object and its placement prior to its packing and transport 

4 Symbols and abbreviated terms 

CITES Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora. 

5 Before packing 

5.1 Risk assessment 

5.1.1 General principles 

Packing, materials and the type of transport shall be selected according to a risk assessment. All parties 
involved should share the relevant information. 

It should result from a mutual agreement. 

The final decision shall be taken by the owner/custodian. 

Some packing solutions according to risk are proposed in Annex A. To make a risk assessment, the following 
considerations shall be made: the object itself, the number, size and weight of all objects in the consignment 
and everything related to their moving. 

5.1.2 Risks related to the object 

Risks directly related to the object depend on its nature, manufacturing technique, its condition, any previous 
intervention and environmental conditions. 

The object should be examined by a conservator-restorer in order to contribute to the decision making 
process to move the object and to indicate any area of fragility and vulnerability of the object. 
Recommendations for preventive conservation, display (mounting, frame, base, etc.), conservation-
restoration, as well as handling, packing and transportation should be given. 
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