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National foreword
This British Standard is the UK implementation of EN 15946:2011.

BSI, as a member of CEN, is obliged to publish EN 15946:2011 as a
British Standard. However, attention is drawn to the fact that during
the development of this European Standard, the UK committee
voted against its approval as a European Standard.

This is due to concerns that the standard provides detailed and
prescriptive provisions on the operational procedures themselves
rather than guidance principles. This might result in unnecessary
high levels of packaging and costs.

The UK committee wishes to mention that in its opinion the
standard should be regarded as a best practice guideline
highlighting key factors to consider when taking such decisions

The UK participation in its preparation was entrusted to Technical
Committee B/560, Conservation of tangible cultural heritage.

A list of organizations represented on this committee can be
obtained on request to its secretary.

This publication does not purport to include all the necessary
provisions of a contract. Users are responsible for its correct
application.

© BSI 2011
ISBN 978 0 580 67382 5
ICS 55.020; 97.195

Compliance with a British Standard cannot confer immunity from
legal obligations.

This British Standard was published under the authority of the
Standards Policy and Strategy Committee on 30 September 2011.

Amendments issued since publication
Date Text affected
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English Version

Conservation of cultural property - Packing principles for
transport

Conservation des biens culturels - Principes d'emballage Erhaltung des kulturellen Erbes - Verpackungsverfahren fur
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This European Standard was approved by CEN on 29 July 2011.

CEN members are bound to comply with the CEN/CENELEC Internal Regulations which stipulate the conditions for giving this European
Standard the status of a national standard without any alteration. Up-to-date lists and bibliographical references concerning such national
standards may be obtained on application to the CEN-CENELEC Management Centre or to any CEN member.

This European Standard exists in three official versions (English, French, German). A version in any other language made by translation
under the responsibility of a CEN member into its own language and notified to the CEN-CENELEC Management Centre has the same
status as the official versions.

CEN members are the national standards bodies of Austria, Belgium, Bulgaria, Croatia, Cyprus, Czech Republic, Denmark, Estonia,
Finland, France, Germany, Greece, Hungary, Iceland, Ireland, Italy, Latvia, Lithuania, Luxembourg, Malta, Netherlands, Norway, Poland,
Portugal, Romania, Slovakia, Slovenia, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland and United Kingdom.
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Foreword

This document (EN 15946:2011) has been prepared by Technical Committee CEN/TC 346 “Conservation of
cultural property”, the secretariat of which is held by UNI.

This European Standard shall be given the status of a national standard, either by publication of an identical
text or by endorsement, at the latest by February 2012, and conflicting national standards shall be withdrawn
at the latest by February 2012.

Attention is drawn to the possibility that some of the elements of this document may be the subject of patent
rights. CEN [and/or CENELEC] shall not be held responsible for identifying any or all such patent rights.

According to the CEN/CENELEC Internal Regulations, the national standards organizations of the following
countries are bound to implement this European Standard: Austria, Belgium, Bulgaria, Croatia, Cyprus, Czech
Republic, Denmark, Estonia, Finland, France, Germany, Greece, Hungary, Iceland, Ireland, ltaly, Latvia,
Lithuania, Luxembourg, Malta, Netherlands, Norway, Poland, Portugal, Romania, Slovakia, Slovenia, Spain,
Sweden, Switzerland and the United Kingdom.
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Introduction

This European Standard provides recommendations (the word should is used) and lists requirements (the
word shall is used) for safe and secure packing of cultural property for transport.

It is intended for individuals or organizations involved in the preservation of cultural property in order to reduce
the risk of damage.

The standard proposes a common terminology and procedures for packing.

The appropriate range of knowledge, skills and competencies is required by every party involved with packing
cultural property for transport.
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1 Scope

This European Standard specifies the packing process for objects considered by the owner/custodian as
ready to be moved.

2 Normative references

The following referenced documents are indispensable for the application of this document. For dated
references, only the edition cited applies. For undated references, the latest edition of the referenced
document (including any amendments) applies.

N 15898:2011|, Conservation of cultural property — Main general terms and definitions
N ISO 780, Packaging — Pictorial marking for handling of goods (ISO 780:199

3 Terms and definitions

For the purposes of this document, the terms and definitions given in EN 15898:2011 and the following apply.

31
accompanying condition report
document recording the present state of an object and of any changes during transit

3.2
accompanying documents
set of documents accompanying cultural property during its transport

3.3
consignee
person or organization to whom the shipment of cultural property is to be delivered

NOTE The last consignee is called final consignee.

3.4

courier

person authorized by the owner/custodian and with adequate training/experience to escort shipment of
cultural property from the collecting point to the final consignee

3.5
crate
rigid box, case or container forming an outside layer of packaging for an object

3.6

cushioning

material or devices incorporated in a packaging system in order to maintain the physical integrity of cultural
property

NOTE Adapted from EN 14182:2002.
3.7

custodian
person or organization to whom possession of the cultural property has been granted by the owner
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3.8

facility report

document giving information about the premises, its physical, technical, environmental and security
specifications

3.9

owner
person or organization who has legal title of ownership

3.10

packaging

materials or constructions used for packing of cultural property

3.11

packing list

list of the packages in a single consignment attached to the shipping, delivery and receipt notes
3.12

representative

any person acting through delegated authority on behalf of the owner or custodian of cultural property
3.13

site visit

technical survey of an object and its placement prior to its packing and transport

4 Symbols and abbreviated terms

CITES Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora.

5 Before packing
5.1 Risk assessment

5.1.1 General principles

Packing, materials and the type of transport shall be selected according to a risk assessment. All parties
involved should share the relevant information.

It should result from a mutual agreement.
The final decision shall be taken by the owner/custodian.
Some packing solutions according to risk are proposed in Annex A. To make a risk assessment, the following

considerations shall be made: the object itself, the number, size and weight of all objects in the consignment
and everything related to their moving.

5.1.2 Risks related to the object

Risks directly related to the object depend on its nature, manufacturing technique, its condition, any previous
intervention and environmental conditions.

The object should be examined by a conservator-restorer in order to contribute to the decision making
process to move the object and to indicate any area of fragility and vulnerability of the object.
Recommendations for preventive conservation, display (mounting, frame, base, etc.), conservation-
restoration, as well as handling, packing and transportation should be given.
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