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National foreword
This British Standard is the UK implementation of EN 16141:2012.

The UK participation in its preparation was entrusted to Technical
Committee B/560, Conservation of tangible cultural heritage.

A list of organizations represented on this committee can be
obtained on request to its secretary.

This publication does not purport to include all the necessary
provisions of a contract. Users are responsible for its correct
application.

© The British Standards Institution 2012.
Published by BSI Standards Limited 2012.

ISBN 978 0 580 71703 1
ICS 97.195

Compliance with a British Standard cannot confer immunity
from legal obligations.

This British Standard was published under the authority of the
Standards Policy and Strategy Committee on 31 January 2013.

Amendments issued since publication
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This European Standard was approved by CEN on 8 September 2012.

CEN members are bound to comply with the CEN/CENELEC Internal Regulations which stipulate the conditions for giving this European
Standard the status of a national standard without any alteration. Up-to-date lists and bibliographical references concerning such national
standards may be obtained on application to the CEN-CENELEC Management Centre or to any CEN member.
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CEN members are the national standards bodies of Austria, Belgium, Bulgaria, Croatia, Cyprus, Czech Republic, Denmark, Estonia,
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Foreword

This document (EN 16141:2012) has been prepared by Technical Committee CEN/TC 346 “Conservation of
cultural heritage”, the secretariat of which is held by UNI.

This European Standard shall be given the status of a national standard, either by publication of an identical
text or by endorsement, at the latest by May 2013, and conflicting national standards shall be withdrawn at the
latest by May 2013.

Attention is drawn to the possibility that some of the elements of this document may be the subject of patent
rights. CEN [and/or CENELEC] shall not be held responsible for identifying any or all such patent rights.

According to the CEN/CENELEC Internal Regulations, the national standards organisations of the following
countries are bound to implement this European Standard: Austria, Belgium, Bulgaria, Croatia, Cyprus, Czech
Republic, Denmark, Estonia, Finland, Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, France, Germany, Greece,
Hungary, Iceland, Ireland, Italy, Latvia, Lithuania, Luxembourg, Malta, Netherlands, Norway, Poland, Portugal,
Romania, Slovakia, Slovenia, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland, Turkey and the United Kingdom.
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Introduction

The importance of preserving and transmitting cultural heritage under the best conditions is imperative for all,
but is of upmost importance for cultural heritage institutions. They have the responsibility of preserving,
presenting and developing spaces dedicated to the public or reserved for collections. Stored collections have
often remained inaccessible to the public but increasingly there is an expectation that collections should be
accessible even when not on display, either for the general viewing public or for controlled research and
collection management activities. To meet this demand, dedicated facilities are being developed to allow
access and research. These "Open Storage Facilities" or "Collection Centres" place new demands on cultural
heritage institutions and this guidance document is intended to assist institutions by describing common best
practice in the design and function of such facilities.

Open Storage Facilities have four main purposes:

— to fulfil the requirements of conservation;

— to facilitate access to the collections;

— to allow for the management of collections;

— to provide a secure place for the safekeeping of collections.

This standard may be used for designing new open storage facilities or for the improvement of existing
storage facilities.

The concept of open storage facilities is general. It relates to places gathering the functions defined in this

standard belonging to any type of institutions (archives, libraries, archaeological deposits, museums,...)
dedicated to the safekeeping of any type of collection (archives, books, archaeological items, etc...)
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