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National foreword

This British Standard is the official English language version of              
EN 1621-2:2003.

The UK participation in its preparation was entrusted by Technical Committee 
PH/3, Protective clothing, to Subcommittee PH/3/9, Clothing for the protection 
of riders of motorcycles, which has the responsibility to: 

A list of organizations represented on this subcommittee can be obtained on 
request to its secretary.

WARNING  The United Kingdom, as a member of CEN, is obliged to publish                    
EN 1621-2:2003 as a British Standard. However, attention is drawn to the fact that 
during the development of this European Standard, the United Kingdom consistently 
voted against its approval as a European Standard.
The reason for this disapproval is that during discussion of this standard by BSI 
Committee PH/3/9, which mirrors the work of CEN Committee TC162, WG9, several 
UK experts expressed the opinion that the transmitted force levels given as 
requirements in this EN are too high.
BSI will assume no liability whatsoever for the failure on the part of any user of this 
standard to consider this aspect.

Cross-references
The British Standards which implement international or European 
publications referred to in this document may be found in the BSI Catalogue 
under the section entitled “International Standards Correspondence Index”, or 
by using the “Search” facility of the BSI Electronic Catalogue or of 
British Standards Online.

This publication does not purport to include all the necessary provisions of a 
contract. Users are responsible for its correct application.

Compliance with a British Standard does not of itself confer immunity 
from legal obligations.

— aid enquirers to understand the text;

— present to the responsible international/European committee any 
enquiries on the interpretation, or proposals for change, and keep the 
UK interests informed;

— monitor related international and European developments and 
promulgate them in the UK.

Summary of pages

This document comprises a front cover, an inside front cover, the EN title page, 
pages 2 to 15 and a back cover.

The BSI copyright notice displayed in this document indicates when the 
document was last issued.

Amendments issued since publication

Amd. No. Date Comments

15030 
Corrigendum No. 1

24 February 2004 Correction to national foreword 
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Foreword

This document (EN 1621-2:2003) has been prepared by Technical Committee CEN /TC 162, "Protective clothing
including hand and arm protection and lifejackets", the secretariat of which is held by DIN.

This European Standard shall be given the status of a national standard, either by publication of an identical text or
by endorsement, at the latest by February 2004, and conflicting national standards shall be withdrawn at the latest
by February 2004.

This European Standard has been prepared under a mandate given to CEN by the European Commission and the
European Free Trade Association, and supports essential requirements of EU Directives.

For the relationship with EU Directives, see informative annex ZA, which is an integral part of this standard.

Annex A is normative.

This European Standard is one of a series of standards as listed below:

EN 1621-1 Motorcyclists’ protective clothing against mechanical impact — Part 1: Requirements and methods of
test for impact protectors

EN 13595-1 Protective clothing for professional motorcycle riders — Jackets, trousers and one-piece or divided
suits — Part 1: General requirements

EN 13595-2 Protective clothing for professional motorcycle riders — Jackets, trousers and one-piece or divided
suits — Part 2: Test method for determination of impact abrasion resistance

EN 13595-3 Protective clothing for professional motorcycle riders — Jackets, trousers and one-piece or divided
suits — Part 3: Test method for determination of burst strength

EN 13595-4 Protective clothing for professional motorcycle riders — Jackets, trousers and one-piece or divided
suits — Part 4: Test method for determination of impact cut resistance

According to the CEN/CENELEC Internal Regulations, the national standards organizations of the following
countries are bound to implement this European Standard: Austria, Belgium, Czech Republic, Denmark, Finland,
France, Germany, Greece, Hungary, Iceland, Ireland, Italy, Luxembourg, Malta, Netherlands, Norway, Portugal,
Slovakia, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland and the United Kingdom.
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Introduction

Motorcyclist’s back protectors are devices worn within or on top of other protective clothing, covering at least the
central part of the back from the waist to the neck. About 13% of motorcyclists injured in road accidents have an
injury to this back region. However, only 0,8% of the injured riders suffer a fracture of the spine and less than 0,2%
of injured riders have a serious back injury resulting in neurological damage. These serious injures are usually
caused by axial forces due to blows on the head, or bending and twisting forces on the back caused by blows to
the shoulders, hips and other parts of the body. Back protectors do not provide protection from these forces. The
majority of the more minor injuries are bruises and strains caused by direct blows, and back protectors can provide
some protection against these. The scapula is often injured (1,3%), protection should extend to cover this area.

The performance requirements have been chosen as a best practical compromise between protection, comfort,
and ergonomic requirements. Protectors that are too stiff or heavy will not be worn. The test methods are designed
to provide information on protection against impacts against edges such as kerb stones. The force levels in the
tests do not compare directly with the forces to which riders are exposed in accidents, but experiences have shown
that products meeting the requirements of this European Standard reduce the incidence and severity of injuries.

Motorcyclists' back protectors are sometimes combined with a product such as a body belt or lumbar support
designed to give support to the lower back in normal riding. These elements, within their limited size, can also
provide some impact protection, in this case they are to be called 'lumbar protectors' and are also covered by this
standard.
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