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BRITISH STANDARD

National foreword

This British Standard is the UK implementation of EN 16663:2025. It

supersedes |ED CEN/TS 16663:2016, which is withdrawn.

The UK participation in its preparation was entrusted to Technical
Committee B/515, Wood preservation.

A list of organizations represented on this committee can be obtained on
request to its committee manager.

Contractual and legal considerations

This publication has been prepared in good faith, however no
representation, warranty, assurance or undertaking (express or
implied) is or will be made, and no responsibility or liability is or will be
accepted by BSI in relation to the adequacy, accuracy, completeness or
reasonableness of this publication. All and any such responsibility and
liability is expressly disclaimed to the full extent permitted by the law.

This publication is provided as is, and is to be used at the
recipient’s own risk.

The recipient is advised to consider seeking professional guidance with
respect to its use of this publication.

This publication is not intended to constitute a contract. Users are
responsible for its correct application.

© The British Standards Institution 2025
Published by BSI Standards Limited 2025

ISBN 978 0 539 29427 9
ICS 13.020.30; 71.100.50

Compliance with a British Standard cannot confer immunity from
legal obligations.

This British Standard was published under the authority of the
Standards Policy and Strategy Committee on 30 November 2025.

Amendments/corrigenda issued since publication

Date Text affected
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EUROPEAN STANDARD EN 16663
NORME EUROPEENNE
EUROPAISCHE NORM November 2025

ICS 13.020.30; 71.100.50 Supersedes CEN/TS 16663:2016

English Version

Biological durability of wood and wood-based products -
Determination of emissions from preservative treated
wood to the environment - Wooden commodities exposed
in Use Class 3 (Not covered, not in contact with the
ground) - Semi-field method

Durabilité biologique du bois et des matériaux dérivés Biologische Dauerhaftigkeit von Holz und
du bois - Détermination des émissions dans Holzprodukten - Bestimmung von Emissionen von mit
'environnement du bois traité avec des produits de Holzschutzmitteln behandeltem Holz an die Umwelt -
préservation - Produits de base en bois exposés a la Holzprodukte in Gebrauchsklasse 3 (nicht abgedeckt,
classe d'emploi 3 (dans un endroit non abrité, n'étant ohne Erdkontakt) - Semi-Feldverfahren

pas en contact avec le sol) - Méthode semi-terrain

This European Standard was approved by CEN on 19 October 2025.

CEN members are bound to comply with the CEN/CENELEC Internal Regulations which stipulate the conditions for giving this
European Standard the status of a national standard without any alteration. Up-to-date lists and bibliographical references
concerning such national standards may be obtained on application to the CEN-CENELEC Management Centre or to any CEN
member.

This European Standard exists in three official versions (English, French, German). A version in any other language made by
translation under the responsibility of a CEN member into its own language and notified to the CEN-CENELEC Management
Centre has the same status as the official versions.

CEN members are the national standards bodies of Austria, Belgium, Bulgaria, Croatia, Cyprus, Czech Republic, Denmark, Estonia,
Finland, France, Germany, Greece, Hungary, Iceland, Ireland, Italy, Latvia, Lithuania, Luxembourg, Malta, Netherlands, Norway,
Poland, Portugal, Republic of North Macedonia, Romania, Serbia, Slovakia, Slovenia, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland, Ttirkiye and
United Kingdom.

. — |

EUROPEAN COMMITTEE FOR STANDARDIZATION
COMITE EUROPEEN DE NORMALISATION
EUROPAISCHES KOMITEE FUR NORMUNG

CEN-CENELEC Management Centre: Rue de la Science 23, B-1040 Brussels

© 2025 CEN  All rights of exploitation in any form and by any means reserved Ref. No. EN 16663:2025 E
worldwide for CEN national Members.
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European foreword

This document (EN 16663:2025) has been prepared by Technical Committee CEN/TC 38 “Biological
durability of wood and wood-based products”, the secretariat of which is held by SIS.

This European Standard shall be given the status of a national standard, either by publication of an
identical text or by endorsement, at the latest by May 2026, and conflicting national standards shall be
withdrawn at the latest by May 2026.

Attention is drawn to the possibility that some of the elements of this document may be the subject of
patent rights. CEN shall not be held responsible for identifying any or all such patent rights.

This document supersedes CEN/TS 16663:2016.

Any feedback and questions on this document should be directed to the users’ national standards body.
A complete listing of these bodies can be found on the CEN website.

According to the CEN-CENELEC Internal Regulations, the national standards organisations of the
following countries are bound to implement this European Standard: Austria, Belgium, Bulgaria, Croatia,
Cyprus, Czech Republic, Denmark, Estonia, Finland, France, Germany, Greece, Hungary, Iceland, Ireland,
Italy, Latvia, Lithuania, Luxembourg, Malta, Netherlands, Norway, Poland, Portugal, Republic of North
Macedonia, Romania, Serbia, Slovakia, Slovenia, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland, Tirkiye and the United
Kingdom.
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Introduction

The leaching from preservative treated wood into the environment needs to be quantified to enable an
environmental risk assessment to be made of the treated wood, e.g. according to the Biocidal Products
Regulation, Regulation (EU) 528/2012 [2]. This document describes a semi-field method for the
determination of leachate from wood treated with preservatives where the treated wood is not covered
and not in contact with the ground or water (Use Class 3 according to .

The method is a semi-field procedure for obtaining water samples (leachate) from treated wood exposed
out of ground contact, during natural exposure. The quantities of emissions in the leachate are related to
the surface area of the wood and can be used in scenarios for the environmental risk assessment of the
treated wood.

The principle of this test is based on Nordtest Standard NT Build 509: NORDTEST Method; Leaching of
active ingredients from preservative-treated timber - Semi-field testing [1].

Test results obtained with earlier versions of this document from tests commissioned prior to the
publication of this document are still valid.

NOTE The leachate can also be tested for eco-toxicological effects (example: OECD 202 testing on Daphnia sp.).
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1 Scope

This document specifies a method for determining the leaching of active ingredients or other compounds
from preservative treated wood by a semi-field method for Use Class 3 (outdoor above ground). The
preservative treated wood can be tested with or without subsequently surface coating or other water-
repellent treatment. The method is applicable to the testing of commercial or experimental preservatives
or paint systems applied to timber by methods appropriate to commercial practice.

2 Normative references
The following documents are referred to in the text in such a way that some or all of their content

constitutes requirements of this document. For dated references, only the edition cited applies. For
undated references, the latest edition of the referenced document (including any amendments) applies.

EN ISO 5667-3, Water quality — Sampling — Part 3: Preservation and handling of water samples
(IS0 5667-3)

3 Terms and definitions

No terms and definitions are listed in this document.

4 Description of the test method
4.1 Principle

Test panels are treated, assembled and placed outdoors, out of ground contact and exposed to the normal
environmental and ecological factors which affect preservative treated wood so exposed in practice. The
rainwater is retained and the leachate is monitored by chemical analyses of the active ingredients and/or
other compounds.

4.2 Quality criteria

The validity of the analytical method for the substances in question should be determined before
conducting the test:

a) accuracy;

b) specificity;

c) limit of detection (LOD);

d) limit of quantification (LOQ);
e) precision.

4.3 Wood preservative

The test report shall state the name and other designation of the tested product, and the trade or common
name of the active ingredient(s).

Use of a coating is possible (identity and amount of coating used shall be stated in the test report).
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