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National foreword

This British Standard is the UK implementation of EN 17136:2019.

The UK participation in its preparation was entrusted to Technical
Committee EH/3/5, Biological Methods.

A list of organizations represented on this committee can be obtained on
request to its secretary.

This publication does not purport to include all the necessary provisions
of a contract. Users are responsible for its correct application.

© The British Standards Institution 2019
Published by BSI Standards Limited 2019
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ICS 13.060.10

Compliance with a British Standard cannot confer immunity from
legal obligations.

This British Standard was published under the authority of the
Standards Policy and Strategy Committee on 31 March 2019.
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procedures for quantitative analysis and identification of
macroinvertebrates from inland surface waters
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This European Standard was approved by CEN on 14 December 2018.

CEN members are bound to comply with the CEN/CENELEC Internal Regulations which stipulate the conditions for giving
this European Standard the status of a national standard without any alteration. Up-to-date lists and bibliographical
references concerning such national standards may be obtained on application to the CEN-CENELEC Management Centre
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Management Centre has the same status as the official versions.

CEN members are the national standards bodies of Austria, Belgium, Bulgaria, Croatia, Cyprus, Czech Republic, Denmark,
Estonia, Finland, Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, France, Germany, Greece, Hungary, Iceland, Ireland, Italy,
Latvia, Lithuania, Luxembourg, Malta, Netherlands, Norway, Poland, Portugal, Romania, Serbia, Slovakia, Slovenia, Spain,
Sweden, Switzerland, Turkey and United Kingdom.
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European foreword

This document (EN _17136:2019) has been prepared by Technical Committee CEN/TC 230 “Water
analysis”, the secretariat of which is held by DIN.

This European Standard shall be given the status of a national standard, either by publication of an
identical text or by endorsement, at the latest by August 2019, and conflicting national standards shall
be withdrawn at the latest by August 2019.

Attention is drawn to the possibility that some of the elements of this document may be the subject of
patent rights. CEN shall not be held responsible for identifying any or all such patent rights.

According to the CEN-CENELEC Internal Regulations, the national standards organisations of the
following countries are bound to implement this European Standard: Austria, Belgium, Bulgaria, Croatia,
Cyprus, Czech Republic, Denmark, Estonia, Finland, Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, France,
Germany, Greece, Hungary, Iceland, Ireland, Italy, Latvia, Lithuania, Luxembourg, Malta, Netherlands,
Norway, Poland, Portugal, Romania, Serbia, Slovakia, Slovenia, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland, Turkey and
the United Kingdom.
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Introduction

WARNING — Working in or around water is inherently dangerous. Care should be taken when working
with different and generally toxic preservatives. This standard does not purport to address the safety
problems associated with its use. It is the responsibility of the user to adopt appropriate health and
safety practices in compliance with national regulatory conditions.

Macroinvertebrates are important in water quality assessment and form one of the biological quality
elements in the EC Water Framework Directive (WFD 2000/60/EC). Macroinvertebrates are a very
diverse group of organisms for which an efficient and effective procedure for analysis is not always
obvious. Their large size range, very different appearances and the diverse range of habitats they
live in produce specific problems for collecting and analysis. This standard aims to provide a general
procedure for the quantitative analysis of macroinvertebrate samples for the WFD in particular and
scientific studies in general. It is not intended to give a full and exact overview of all possible methods.
Although specific situations and investigation objectives may require adjustments to the outlined
procedure the general principles given in this guideline should still be valid.
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