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European foreword 

This document (EN 18057:2025) has been prepared by Technical Committee CEN/TC 460 “Food 
authenticity”, the secretariat of which is held by DIN. 

This European Standard shall be given the status of a national standard, either by publication of an 
identical text or by endorsement, at the latest by December 2025, and conflicting national standards shall 
be withdrawn at the latest by December 2025. 

Attention is drawn to the possibility that some of the elements of this document may be the subject of 
patent rights. CEN shall not be held responsible for identifying any or all such patent rights. 

Any feedback and questions on this document should be directed to the users’ national standards body. 
A complete listing of these bodies can be found on the CEN website. 

According to the CEN-CENELEC Internal Regulations, the national standards organisations of the 
following countries are bound to implement this European Standard: Austria, Belgium, Bulgaria, Croatia, 
Cyprus, Czech Republic, Denmark, Estonia, Finland, France, Germany, Greece, Hungary, Iceland, Ireland, 
Italy, Latvia, Lithuania, Luxembourg, Malta, Netherlands, Norway, Poland, Portugal, Republic of North 
Macedonia, Romania, Serbia, Slovakia, Slovenia, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland, Türkiye and the United 
Kingdom. 
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Introduction 

Food authenticity and integrity are key aspects in terms of consumer protection. Since the late 1980s, 
globalization has taken place in the trade of food. During the last decades, many of methods applying PCR, 
particularly real-time PCR protocols, have been established for the identification of animal species used 
for food consumption (e.g. pig, cattle, sheep, horse, chicken and turkey). 

Game meat is particularly susceptible to fraudulent labelling since it is more valuable than meat from 
domestic animals. A variety of game meat products, commonly containing red deer or roe deer, is 
commercially available. For verifying the correct labelling of commercial game meat products, the 
development of harmonized and standardized protocols for the authentication of meat products is 
important to establish reliable methods for the detection of potential food fraud. 
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