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National foreword

This British Standard is the official English language version of EN 1828:2002. 
It supersedes DD ENV 1828:1996 which is withdrawn.

The UK participation in its preparation was entrusted to Technical Committee 
IST/35, Health informatics, which has the responsibility to: 

A list of organizations represented on this committee can be obtained on 
request to its secretary.

Cross-references
The British Standards which implement international or European 
publications referred to in this document may be found in the BSI Catalogue 
under the section entitled “International Standards Correspondence Index”, or 
by using the “Search” facility of the BSI Electronic Catalogue or of British 
Standards Online.

This publication does not purport to include all the necessary provisions of a 
contract. Users are responsible for its correct application.

Compliance with a British Standard does not of itself confer immunity 
from legal obligations.

— aid enquirers to understand the text;

— present to the responsible international/European committee any 
enquiries on the interpretation, or proposals for change, and keep the 
UK interests informed;

— monitor related international and European developments and 
promulgate them in the UK.

Summary of pages
This document comprises a front cover, an inside front cover, the EN title page,
pages 2 to 15 and a back cover.

The BSI copyright date displayed in this document indicates when the
document was last issued.
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Foreword

This document (EN 1828:2002) has been prepared by Technical Committee CEN/TC 251, "Health informatics", the
secretariat of which is held by SIS.

This European Standard shall be given the status of a national standard, either by publication of an identical text or
by endorsement, at the latest by November 2002, and conflicting national standards shall be withdrawn at the latest
by November 2002.

This document supersedes ENV 1828:1995.

According to the CEN/CENELEC Internal Regulations, the national standards organizations of the following
countries are bound to implement this European Standard: Austria, Belgium, Czech Republic, Denmark, Finland,
France, Germany, Greece, Iceland, Ireland, Italy, Luxembourg, Malta, Netherlands, Norway, Portugal, Spain,
Sweden, Switzerland and the United Kingdom.
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Introduction

The definition of a surgical procedure is considered to be an impossible task for there are neither specific criteria to
intentionally define it nor specific criteria to define the limit between what is a surgical procedure and what is not
such a procedure.

In this standard, classifications and coding systems of surgical are defined in the following way:

A classification or a coding system that defines itself as a classification or a coding system of surgical procedures
and considers that it deals with surgical procedures. It is the responsibility of such a classification or coding system
to define its own content and therefore what is being considered as a surgical procedure.

The main reason prompting the preparation of such a European Standard is that surgical procedures are coded for
a wide range of purposes. For example, being incorporated as an integral part of a computerised healthcare record,
for use in discharge summary information, for clinical research, per review, quality assurance, reimbursement,
workload assessment, resource management, utilisation comparisons, public health management and
epidemiological surveys. Unlike diagnoses for which the International Classification of Diseases (ICD) is an
accepted international de facto standard, there are at least as many coding systems for surgical procedures as
countries in Europe and, very often, several such coding systems for different purposes or for different surgical
disciplines in each country. This hampers the exchange of meaningful health information and can increase the
workload of health professionals who may have to code each procedure more than once and of national or
specialised coding centres, which develop and update so many coding systems.

ENV 1828 started by identifying the concepts underlying existing procedure classifications within and outside
Europe and also the natural language used in surgical reports. It defined the conceptual structure that contains the
definition of a set of concepts and the internal relations that combine them into a concept system. It was widely
tested in national and European projects, as well as outside Europe in Australia and Canada.

The present European Standard is an extension of the pre-standard to the minimal computer based concept
system for surgical procedures. This should allow the user of a computerised health record to express himself in his
usual professional and national language but generate as outputs standard coding systems compliant with the
categorial structure. Several of the definitions of basic terms from the ISO/TC 37 work has been updated to the
most recent version of ISO 1087-1:2000.
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