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National foreword

This British Standard is the official English language version of EN 1981:2003. 
It supersedes BS EN 1981:1998 which is withdrawn.

The UK participation in its preparation was entrusted by Technical Committee 
NFE/34, Copper and copper alloys, to Subcommittee NFE/34/2, Copper and 
copper alloy ingots and castings, which has the responsibility to: 

A list of organizations represented on this subcommittee can be obtained on 
request to its secretary.

Cross-references
The British Standards which implement international or European 
publications referred to in this document may be found in the BSI Catalogue 
under the section entitled “International Standards Correspondence Index”, or 
by using the “Search” facility of the BSI Electronic Catalogue or of British 
Standards Online.

This publication does not purport to include all the necessary provisions of a 
contract. Users are responsible for its correct application.

Compliance with a British Standard does not of itself confer immunity 
from legal obligations.

— aid enquirers to understand the text;

— present to the responsible international/European committee any 
enquiries on the interpretation, or proposals for change, and keep the 
UK interests informed;

— monitor related international and European developments and 
promulgate them in the UK.

Summary of pages
This document comprises a front cover, an inside front cover, the EN title page, 
pages 2 to 14, an inside back cover and a back cover.

The BSI copyright date displayed in this document indicates when the 
document was last issued.

Amendments issued since publication
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Foreword

This document (EN 1981:2003) has been prepared by Technical Committee CEN/TC 133 "Copper and copperal-
loys", the secretariat of which is held by DIN.

This European Standard shall be given the status of a national standard, either by publication of an identical text or
by endorsement, at the latest by August 2003, and conflicting national standards shall be withdrawn at the latest by
August 2003.

This document supersedes EN 1981:1998.

In comparison with the first edition of EN 1981:1998, the following significant technical changes were made:

a) Subclause 5 h) added;

b) Compositions of the materials in Table 1 partially amended;

c) CuMn20 (CM208E) and CuTi28 (CM235E) deleted;

d) CuCo10 (CM237E), CuLi2 (CM123C), CuMg10 (CM238E), CuNi50 (CM239E), CuSi30(A) (CM240E),
CuSi30(B) (CM241E), CuTi30 (CM244E), CuZr50(B) (CM242E), CuZr50(C) (CM243E) added.

Annex A is normative.

According to the CEN/CENELEC Internal Regulations, the national standards organizations of the following coun-
tries are bound to implement this European Standard: Austria, Belgium, Czech Republic, Denmark, Finland,
France, Germany, Greece, Hungary, Iceland, Ireland, Italy, Luxembourg, Malta, Netherlands, Norway, Portugal,
Slovakia, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland and the United Kingdom.
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Introduction

This European Standard has been prepared at the suggestion of the manufacturers of cast and wrought copper
alloys, by representatives of the producers and users of master alloys. There is, at present, no similar international
standard for copper-based master alloys.

In several cases more than one grade of a particular master alloy is specified, having differing impurity limits, to
satisfy the requirements of various end products.
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