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Cooperating organizations

The European Committee for Standardization (CEN), under whose supervision 
this European Standard was prepared, comprises the national standards 
organizations of the following countries:

Austria Oesterreichisches Normungsinstitut
Belgium Institut belge de normalisation
Denmark Dansk Standardiseringsraad
Finland Suomen Standardisoimisliito, r.y.
France Association française de normalisation
Germany Deutsches Institut für Normung e.V.
Greece Hellenic Organization for Standardization
Iceland Technological Institute of Iceland
Ireland National Standards Authority of Ireland
Italy Ente Nazionale Italiano di Unificazione
Luxembourg Inspection du Travail et des Mines
Netherlands Nederlands Normalisatie-instituut
Norway Norges Standardiseringsforbund
Portugal Instituto Portuguès da Qualidade
Spain Asociación Española de Normalización y Certificación
Sweden Standardiseringskommissionen i Sverige
Switzerland Association suisse de normalisation
United Kingdom British Standards Institution
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National foreword

This British Standard is the English language version of EN 23166:1993 and 
implements it as the UK national standard. This British Standard supersedes 
BS 5374:1989 which is withdrawn.
This British Standard is published under the direction of the Information and 
Documentation Standards Policy Committee whose Technical Committee 
DOT/11 has the responsibility to:

— aid enquirers to understand the text;
— present to the responsible international committee any enquiries on 
interpretation, or proposals for change, and keep UK interests informed;
— monitor related international and European developments and promulgate 
them in the UK.

NOTE 1 Attention is drawn to the information given under the heading “Endorsement notice” on 
page 2 of the European text about the Maintenance Agency for ISO 3166.
NOTE 2 Proposals have been submitted for the deletion of reference to Orkney and the Shetland 
Islands in column 5 of sections 1 and 2 under the entry for the United Kingdom.
NOTE 3 Differences exist between some of the names listed in this standard and corresponding 
names recommended for use and issued in the Foreign and Commonwealth Office Research and 
Analysis Department’s publication Geographical names and information1).
NOTE 4 International and European Standards, as well as overseas standards, are available from 
Customer Services, Publications, BSI, Linford Wood, Milton Keynes, MK14 6LE.
NOTE 5 The current address for DIN is that given on page iv of the international text.

A British Standard does not purport to include all the necessary provisions of a 
contract. Users of British Standards are responsible for their correct application.

Compliance with a British Standard does not of itself confer immunity 
from legal obligations.

Summary of pages
This document comprises a front cover, an inside front cover, pages i and ii, 
the EN title page, page 2, the ISO title page, pages ii to viii, pages 1 to 60, 
and a back cover.
This standard has been updated (see copyright date) and may have had 
amendments incorporated. This will be indicated in the amendment table on the 
inside front cover.

1) Obtainable from the Research and Analysis Department, Old Admiralty Building, Foreign and 
Commonwealth Office, London SW1A 2AF.
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Descriptors: Countries, nomenclature, codes, alphabets, numeric codes

English version

Codes for the representation of names of countries
(ISO 3166:1993)

Codes pour la représentation des noms de 
pays 
(ISO 3166:1993)

Kodes (Abkürzungen) für die Bezeichnung 
von Ländernamen 
(ISO 3166:1993)

This European Standard was approved by CEN on 1993-10-11. CEN members
are bound to comply with the CEN/CENELEC Internal Regulations which
stipulate the conditions for giving this European Standard the status of a
national standard without any alteration.
Up-to-date lists and bibliographical references concerning such national
standards may be obtained on application to the Central Secretariat or to any
CEN member.
This European Standard exists in three official versions (English, French,
German). A version in any other language made by translation under the
responsibility of a CEN member into its own language and notified to the
Central Secretariat has the same status as the official versions.
CEN members are the national standards bodies of Austria, Belgium,
Denmark, Finland, France, Germany, Greece, Iceland, Ireland, Italy,
Luxembourg, Netherlands, Norway, Portugal, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland and
United Kingdom.

CEN

European Committee for Standardization
Comité Européen de Normalisation
Europäisches Komitee für Normung

Central Secretariat: rue de Stassart 36, B-1050 Brussels

© 1993 Copyright reserved to CEN members
Ref. No. EN 23166:1993 E
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Foreword

The Technical Board decided to submit the 
International Standard “Codes for the 
representation of names of countries 
(ISO 3166:1993)” to Formal Vote. The standard was 
approved.
This European Standard shall be given the status of 
a national standard, either by publication of an 
identical text or by endorsement, at the latest by 
June 1994, and conflicting national standards shall 
be withdrawn at the latest by June 1994.
According to the CEN/CENELEC Internal 
Regulations, the following countries are bound to 
implement this European Standard: Belgium, 
Denmark, Finland, France, Germany, Greece, 
Iceland, Ireland, Italy, Luxembourg, Netherlands, 
Norway, Portugal, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland and 
United Kingdom.

Endorsement notice

The text of the International Standard 
ISO 3166:1993 edition 4, “Codes for the 
representation of names of countries”, was approved 
by CEN as a European Standard.
The names of countries and their codes listed in 
EN 23166:1993 identical to ISO 3166:1993 are 
subject to updates.
Therefore, this endorsement notice applies to 
the 1993 edition of ISO 3166 as well as to all 
additions, modifications and deletions, called 
“up-dates” of the lists of entities and codes 
subsequently registered by the Maintenance 
Agency.
In order to ensure that the names of countries and 
the codes are accurate, the up-to-date information 
should be obtained from the Maintenance Agency, 
the address of which is:
ISO 3166 Maintenance Agency Secretariat C/O DIN 
Deutsches Institut für Normung
Burggrafenstrasse 6
Postfach 1107
D 10787 BERLIN 30

The Commission Regulation (EEC) No. 208/93 of 1st 
February 1993 (OJEC No. L25, 2.2.1993) (and its 
future revisions) on the “Country Nomenclature for 
the external trade statistics of the Community and 
statistics of trade between Member States” 
establishes the 3-digit code of the Statistical office of 
the European Community to be used for reporting 
trade statistics. The 3-digit code of EN 23166 is, 
therefore, not applicable in this particular context.

Telephone: nat: 030/26 01-2320 26 01-0
intern: + 49/30/26 01-2320 26 01-0

Telex: 18 42 73 din d.
Telefax: nat: 030/26 01-1231

intern. + 49/30/26 01-1231
Telegrams: deutschnormen Berlin
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