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National foreword

This British Standard has been prepared under the direction of the Health Care 
Standards Policy Committee and is the English language version of EN 29999 
Technical aids for disabled persons — Classification published by the European 
Committee for Standardization (CEN), which endorses ISO 9999:1992 published 
by the International Organization for Standardization (ISO).
A British Standard does not purport to include all the necessary provisions of a 
contract. Users of British Standards are responsible for their correct application.

Compliance with a British Standard does not of itself confer immunity 
from legal obligations.

Summary of pages
This document comprises a front cover, an inside front cover, pages i and ii, 
the EN title page, pages 2 to 60, an inside back cover and a back cover.
This standard has been updated (see copyright date) and may have had 
amendments incorporated. This will be indicated in the amendment table on the 
inside front cover.
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EUROPEAN STANDARD

NORME EUROPÉENNE

EUROPÄISCHE NORM

EN 29999

February 1994

UDC 615.47.001.33

Descriptors: Disabled persons, equipment, classification

English version

Technical aids for disabled persons — Classification
(ISO 9999:1992)

Aides techniques pour personnes 
handicapées — Classification
(ISO 9999:1992)

Technische Hilfen für behinderte Menschen — 
Klassifikation
(ISO 9999:1992)

This European Standard was approved by CEN on 1994-02-24. CEN members
are bound to comply with the CEN/CENELEC Internal Regulations which
stipulate the conditions for giving this European Standard the status of a
national standard without any alteration.
Up-to-date lists and bibliographical references concerning such national
standards may be obtained on application to the Central Secretariat or to any
CEN member.
This European Standard exists in three official versions (English, French,
German). A version in any other language made by translation under the
responsibility of a CEN member into its own language and notified to the
Central Secretariat has the same status as the official versions.
CEN members are the national standards bodies of Austria, Belgium,
Denmark, Finland, France, Germany, Greece, Iceland, Ireland, Italy,
Luxembourg, Netherlands, Norway, Portugal, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland and
United Kingdom.

CEN

European Committee for Standardization
Comité Européen de Normalisation
Europäisches Komitee für Normung

Central Secretariat: rue de Stassart 36, B-1050 Brussels

© 1994 Copyright reserved to CEN members Ref. No. EN 29999:1994 E
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Foreword

On the proposal of the CEN Central Secretariat, the 
Technical Board decided to submit the following 
International Standard: Technical aids for diabled 
persons — Classification (ISO 9999:1992).
The result of the formal vote was positive.
This European Standard shall be given the status of 
a national standard, either by publication of an 
identical text or by endorsement, at the latest by 
August 1994, and conflicting national standards 
shall be withdrawn at the latest by August 1994.
In accordance with the CEN/CENELEC Internal 
Regulations, the following countries are bound to 
implement this European Standard: Austria, 
Belgium, Denmark, Finland, France, Germany, 
Greece, Iceland, Ireland, Italy, Luxembourg, 
Netherlands, Norway, Portugal, Spain, Sweden, 
Switzerland and United Kingdom.
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Introduction
0.1 Purpose of classification

This classification is intended to promote 
communication. Some of the main purposes of the 
classification are:

— to state a uniform classification/division of 
technical aids in order to facilitate the search for 
and selection of information on technical aids;
— to state a uniform terminology which can be 
used in product information, directions for use, 
prescription guidelines, legal documents, 
surveys, lists and catalogues;
— to provide a basis for the development of 
systems, for examples for administration of 
stocks;
— to provide a basis for the production of 
statistics with different levels of refinement.

The classification may be used for example as the 
key to information systems on and about technical 
aids for disabled persons, in order to inform the user 
in a minimum of time on the technical aids available 
on the market and to make optimum decisions on 
which technical aid will minimize as much as 
possible the disadvantages of the disabled.

0.2 Users of classification

The classification is intended to be used by, for 
example:

— consumers (disabled persons);
— governmental authorities;
— medical doctors and other persons involved in 
rehabilitation;
— prescribers of technical aids;
— producers and suppliers;
— social security funds;
— users’ societies (handicap organizations).

Furthermore it may be used for scientific purposes.
Due to the diversity in user groups, the 
classification should be as simple to use as possible. 
Therefore the classification is based on a functional 
division, bearing in mind the user and the use of the 
technical aid. (In this context functional relates to 
the primary aim of the technical aid as indicated by 
the activity done with the technical aid.)
A classification based on a functional division may 
satisfy one or more user groups but does not always 
completely fulfil the desires of the other user groups. 
Consequently, since the classification is intended to 
be used by a wide range of users, it is inevitably a 
compromise.

0.3 Updating of classification

Proposals for modifying the classification can be 
sent to the national member body of ISO. Proposals 
received will be taken into account in connection 
with the discussions, resulting in a revised edition of 
the Standard.
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