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National foreword

This British Standard is the official English language version of                
EN 352-2:2002. It supersedes BS EN 352-2:1993 which is withdrawn.

The UK participation in its preparation was entrusted to Technical Committee 
PH/7, Hearing protectors, which has the responsibility to: 

A list of organizations represented on this committee can be obtained on 
request to its secretary.

Cross-references
The British Standards which implement international or European 
publications referred to in this document may be found in the BSI Catalogue 
under the section entitled “International Standards Correspondence Index”, or 
by using the “Search” facility of the BSI Electronic Catalogue or of British 
Standards Online.

This publication does not purport to include all the necessary provisions of a 
contract. Users are responsible for its correct application.

Compliance with a British Standard does not of itself confer immunity 
from legal obligations.

— aid enquirers to understand the text;

— present to the responsible international/European committee any 
enquiries on the interpretation, or proposals for change, and keep the 
UK interests informed;

— monitor related international and European developments and 
promulgate them in the UK.

Summary of pages
This document comprises a front cover, an inside front cover, the EN title page,
pages 2 to 14, an inside back cover and a back cover.

The BSI copyright date displayed in this document indicates when the
document was last issued.

Amendments issued since publication
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Foreword

This document (EN 352-2:2002) has been prepared by Technical Committee CEN/TC 159, "Hearing protectors",
the secretariat of which is held by SIS.

This European Standard shall be given the status of a national standard, either by publication of an identical text or
by endorsement, at the latest by April 2003, and conflicting national standards shall be withdrawn at the latest by
April 2003.

This document supersedes EN 352-2:1993.

This document has been prepared under a mandate given to CEN by the European Commission and the European
Free Trade Association, and supports essential requirements of EU Directive(s).

For relationship with EU Directive(s), see informative annex ZA, which is an integral part of this document.

Annex A is informative.

According to the CEN/CENELEC Internal Regulations, the national standards organizations of the following
countries are bound to implement this European Standard: Austria, Belgium, Czech Republic, Denmark, Finland,
France, Germany, Greece, Iceland, Ireland, Italy, Luxembourg, Malta, Netherlands, Norway, Portugal, Spain,
Sweden, Switzerland and the United Kingdom.
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Introduction

This standard for ”Hearing Protectors - General requirements - Ear-plugs”, sets requirements for personal hearing
protection devices in relation to Directive 89/686/EEC - Personal Protective Equipment.

The particular requirement in relation to the ability of hearing protectors to reduce noise below daily limit levels is
addressed in the standard by requiring the sound attenuation of the hearing protectors, measured in accordance
with EN 24869-1, to be not less than a specified minimum. Further, by requiring that the measured sound
attenuation be declared, the selection of suitable hearing protectors for individual circumstances may be
undertaken according to established practice.

EN 352-1 deals with requirements for ear-muffs, EN 352-2 with ear-plugs, EN 352-3 with ear-muffs attached to
industrial safety helmets. EN 13819 deals with testing plans common to all types of hearing protectors covered by
this series of prENs, and is in two Parts; Part 1 : Physical test methods, and Part 2 : Acoustic test methods.

Additional safety requirements and the associated test procedures for level-dependent ear-muffs are contained in
EN 352-4, for ear-muffs with active noise reduction in prEN 352-5, for ear-muffs with audio communications in prEN
352-6 and for level-dependent ear-plugs in prEN 352-7.

The Parts of prEN 352, other than Parts 1, 2 and 3, cover the performance of functions additional to passive
hearing protection. Hearing protectors which incorporate one or more of these functions are subject to the
requirements and tests of each of the relevant Parts of prEN 352, including Parts 1, 2 or 3, as appropriate.

An associated standard EN 458, covers selection, use, care and maintenance of hearing protectors.

The requirements of EN 352-2 are concerned primarily with the physical and acoustic performance of the ear-
plugs. It covers disposable, re-usable, custom moulded and headband ear-plugs

In order to assist users to select the correct size(s) ear-plug, a nominal diameter, or range of diameters, of the ear-
plugs is required to be declared (except for custom moulded ear-plugs).

In the case of headband ear-plugs, the standard specifies sizing requirements which enable the great majority of
the industrial population to be fitted satisfactorily by ”medium size range” ear-plugs. Populations of other sizes may
be accommodated by ”small size range” or ”large size range” ear-plugs, which are required to be accompanied by
information regarding the range of sizes which they are designed to fit.

The standard also calls for the values of sound attenuation afforded by the ear-plugs (measured in accordance with
EN 24869-1) in order to assist purchasers in selecting the most appropriate model of ear-plugs for their needs.
Minimum values of sound attenuation are also specified.
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