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National foreword

This British Standard has been prepared by Subcommittee B/518/3, and is the 
English language version of EN 385:1995 Finger jointed structural timber — 
Performance requirements and minimum production requirements, published by 
the European Committee for Standardization.
This British Standard supersedes BS 5291:1984 which is withdrawn.

A British Standard does not purport to include all the necessary provisions of a 
contract. Users of British Standards are responsible for their correct application.

Compliance with a British Standard does not of itself confer immunity 
from legal obligations.

Cross-references

Publication referred to Corresponding British Standard

EN 301:1992 BS EN 301:1992 Adhesives, phenolic and 
aminoplastic, for load-bearing timber structures: 
classification and performance requirements

EN 408:1995 BS EN 408:1995 Timber structures — Structural 
timber and glued laminated timber — Determination 
of some physical and mechanical properties

Summary of pages
This document comprises a front cover, an inside front cover, pages i and ii, 
the EN title page, pages 2 to 12, an inside back cover and a back cover.
This standard has been updated (see copyright date) and may have had 
amendments incorporated. This will be indicated in the amendment table on 
the inside front cover.
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This European Standard was approved by CEN on 1995-02-22. CEN members
are bound to comply with the CEN/CENELEC Internal Regulations which
stipulate the conditions for giving this European Standard the status of a
national standard without any alteration.
Up-to-date lists and bibliographical references concerning such national
standards may be obtained on application to the Central Secretariat or to any
CEN member.
This European Standard exists in three official versions (English, French,
German). A version in any other language made by translation under the
responsibility of a CEN member into its own language and notified to the
Central Secretariat has the same status as the official versions.
CEN members are the national standards bodies of Austria, Belgium, Finland,
France, Germany, Greece, Iceland, Ireland, Italy, Luxembourg, Netherlands,
Norway, Portugal, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland and United Kingdom.
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Foreword

This European Standard was prepared by the 
Technical Committee CEN TC 124, Timber 
structures, of which the secretariat is held by DS.
This European Standard shall be given the status of 
a national standard, either by publication of an 
identical text or by endorsement, at the latest by 
August 1995, and conflicting national standards 
shall be withdrawn at the latest by August 1995.
In accordance with the CEN/CENELEC Internal 
Regulations, the following countries are bound to 
implement this European Standard: Austria, 
Belgium, Denmark, Finland, France, Germany, 
Greece, Iceland, Ireland, Italy, Luxembourg, 
Netherlands, Norway, Portugal, Spain, Sweden, 
Switzerland and United Kingdom.

Contents

Page
Foreword 2
Introduction 3
1 Scope 3
2 Normative references 3
3 Definitions 3
4 Symbols 4
5 Requirements 4
5.1 General 4
5.2 Timber 4
5.3 Adhesives 6
5.4 Bending strength 6
6 Manufacturing requirements 6
6.1 Production conditions 6
6.2 Timber 7
6.3 Adhesive application 7
6.4 Assembly and end pressure 7
6.5 Preservative and flame retardant 

treatments 7
7 Quality control 7
7.1 Factory production control 

(internal control) 7
7.2 Organization of factory production 

control 8
7.3 Documentation of the quality 

control system 9
7.4 Inspection and testing 9
7.5 The inspection body (external 

control) 10
8 Type testing. Initial determination 

of joint strength 10

Page
8.1 General 10
8.2 Materials 10
8.3 Preparation of specimens 10
8.4 Procedure 10
8.5 Test report 10
8.6 Classification of joints 10
9 Marking 11
Figure 1 — Typical profile of finger joint 
showing finger length l, pitch p, tip width 
bt, and tip gap lt 3
Figure 2 — Minimum distance from the 
end of the timber to a knot 5
Figure 3 — Minimum distance for a cross-cut 
to remove a knot 5
Figure 4 — Cross section of timber with wane 5
Figure 5 — Maximum diagonal of 
wane aw,max = ÆA/5 6
Table 1 — Factor kf for flatwise bending 9
Table 2 — Factor k15 9

Full document details: BS EN 385:1995

http://www.avadocuments.com/doc/bs-en-385-1995
http://www.avadocuments.com/doc/bs-en-385-1995

