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National foreword

This British Standard was prepared by Technical Committee QS/3 and is the 
English language version of EN 45004:1995 General criteria for the operation of 
various types of bodies performing inspection published by the joint European 
Standards Institution (CEN/CENELEC).
EN 45004 is a significant addition to the EN 45000 series of standards that were 
designed to provide the basis for confidence in the various kinds of body engaged 
in conformity assessment; and which did not until now provide for those bodies 
engaged in inspection.
The EN 45000 series of standards will assist the process of mutual recognition 
between bodies engaged in conformity assessment, the development of national 
accreditation on a harmonized basis and the notification of such bodies by 
Governments to perform the relevant functions under European Community 
directives.
NOTE Throughout this standard the use of the pronouns he, him and his is intended to be 
non-gender specific.

A British Standard does not purport to include all the necessary provisions of a 
contract. Users of British Standards are responsible for their correct application.

Compliance with a British Standard does not of itself confer immunity 
from legal obligations.

Summary of pages 
This document comprises a front cover, an inside front cover, pages i and ii, 
the EN title page, pages 2 to 9 and a back cover.
This standard has been updated (see copyright date) and may have had 
amendments incorporated. This will be indicated in the amendment table on 
the inside front cover.
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English version

General criteria for the operation of various types of 
bodies performing inspection

Critères généraux pour le fonctionnement de 
différents types d’organismes procédant à 
l’inspection

Allgemeine Kriterien für den Betrieb 
verschiedener Typen von Stellen, die 
Inspektionen durchführen

This European Standard was approved by CEN on 1995-03-06. CEN members
are bound to comply with the CEN/CENELEC Internal Regulations which
stipulate the conditions for giving this European Standard the status of a
national standard without any alteration.
Up-to-date lists and bibliographical references concerning such national
standards may be obtained on application to the Central Secretariat or to any
CEN/CENELEC member.
The European Standards exist in three official versions (English, French,
German). A version in any other language made by translation under the
responsibility of a CEN/CENELEC member into its own language and notified
to the Central Secretariat has the same status as the official versions.
CEN/CENELEC members are the national standards bodies and national
electrotechnical committees, respectively, of Austria, Belgium, Denmark,
Finland, France, Germany, Greece, Iceland, Ireland, Italy, Luxembourg,
Netherlands, Norway, Portugal, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland and United
Kingdom.

CEN 
European Committee for Standardization 

Comité Européen de Normalisation 
Europäisches Komitee für Normung 

Central Secretariat: rue de Stassart 36, B-1050 Brussels

© 1995 All rights of reproduction and communication in any form and by any means reserved in all 
countries to CEN/CENELEC and its members.
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