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National foreword

This British Standard is identical with EN 45010 ªGeneral requirements for
assessment and accreditation of certification systemsº.

The EN 45000 series of standards will assist the process of mutual recognition
between bodies engaged in conformity assessment, the development of national
accreditation on a harmonized basis and the notification of such bodies by
Governments to perform the relevant functions under European Community
directives.

The UK participation in the preparation of this standard was entrusted to Technical
Committee QS/3, Assessment, testing, certification and inspection which has the
responsibility to:

Ð aid enquirers to understand the text;

Ð present to the responsible European committee any enquiries on the
interpretation, or proposals for change, and keep the UK interests informed;

Ð monitor related international and European developments and promulgate
them in the UK.

A list of organizations represented on this committee can be obtained on request to
its secretary.

Cross-references

The British Standards which implement international or European publications
referred to in this document may be found in the BSI Standards Catalogue under the
section entitled ªInternational Standards Correspondence Indexº, or by using the
ªFindº facility of the BSI Standards Electronic Catalogue.

A British Standard does not purport to include all the necessary provisions of a
contract. Users of British Standards are responsible for their correct application.

Compliance with a British Standard does not of itself confer immunity
from legal obligations.

Summary of pages

This document comprises a front cover, an inside front cover, the EN title page,
pages 2 to 12, an inside back cover and a back cover.
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Foreword

The text of the ISO/IEC Guide 61:1996 of the Commitee
on Conformity Assessment (CASCO) has been taken
over as a European Standard by Technical Committee
CEN/CLC/TC 1, Criteria for conformity assessment
bodies, the secretariat of which is held by NSF, and
approved by CEN and CENELEC.

This European Standard shall be given the status of a
national standard, either by publication of an identical
text or by endorsement, at the latest by August 1998,
and conflicting national standards shall be withdrawn
at the latest by August 1998.

According to the CEN/CENELEC Internal Regulations,
the national standards organizations of the following
countries are bound to implement this European
Standard: Austria, Belgium, Czech Republic, Denmark,
Finland, France, Germany, Greece, Iceland, Ireland,
Italy, Luxembourg, Netherlands, Norway, Portugal,
Spain, Sweden, Switzerland and the United Kingdom.

NOTE Normative references to International Standards are listed
in annex ZA (normative).
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Introduction
The requirements contained in this standard are
written, above all, to be considered as general
requirements for bodies operating accreditation
systems. This standard, however, is in three sections so
that if used by organizations other than accreditation
bodies concerned with recognition of competence,
Sections 1 and 3 apply, and users need simply replace
ªaccreditationº by ªrecognitionº.
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