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National foreword

This British Standard is the UK implementation of  
EN 50136-1-1:1998+A2:2008. It supersedes BS EN 50136-1-1:1998+A1:2001, 
which is withdrawn.
The start and finish of text introduced or altered by amendment is indicated in 
the text by tags. Tags indicating changes to CENELEC text carry the number 
of the CENELEC amendment. For example, text altered by CENELEC 
amendment A1 is indicated by !".
The UK participation in its preparation was entrusted by Technical Committee 
GW/1, Electronic security systems, to Subcommittee GW/1/11, Remote centres.
A list of organizations represented on this subcommittee can be obtained on 
request to its secretary.
This publication does not purport to include all the necessary provisions of a 
contract. Users are responsible for its correct application.
Compliance with a British Standard cannot confer immunity from 
legal obligations.
Amendments/corrigenda issued since publication

Date Comments

8 March 2002 Implementation of CENELEC amendment A1:2001

30 June 2008 Implementation of CENELEC amendment A2:2008
1-1:1998+A2:2008
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English version
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members are bound to comply with the CEN/CENELEC Internal Regulations
which stipulate the conditions for giving this European Standard the status of a
national standard without any alteration.
Up-to-date lists and bibliographical references concerning such national
standards may be obtained on application to the Central Secretariat or to any
CENELEC member.
This European Standard exists in three official versions (English, French,
German). A version in any other language made by translation under the
responsibility of a CENELEC member into its own language and notified to the
Central Secretariat has the same status as the official versions.
CENELEC members are the national standards bodies of Austria, Belgium,
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Foreword

This European Standard was prepared by Technical 
Committee CENELEC TC 79, Alarm systems.

The text of the draft was submitted to the Unique 
Acceptance Procedure and was approved by 
CENELEC as EN 50136-1-1 on 1996-12-09.

The following dates were fixed:

EN 50136 consists of the following parts, under the 
general title, Alarm systems — Alarm transmission 
systems and equipment:

— Part 1-1: General requirements for alarm 
transmission systems;
— Part 1-2: Requirements for systems using 
dedicated alarm paths;
— Part 1-3: Requirements for systems with digital 
communicators using the public switched 
telephone network;
— Part 1-4: Requirements for systems with voice 
communicators using the public switched 
telephone network;
— Part 2-1: General requirements for alarm 
transmission equipment;
— Part 2-2: Requirements for equipment used in 
systems using dedicated alarm paths;
— Part 2-3: Requirements for equipment used in 
systems with digital communicators using the 
public switched telephone network;
— Part 2-4: Requirements for equipment used in 
systems with voice communicators using the 
public switched telephone network;
— Part 3: Alarm transmission protocols; 
(in preparation)
— Part 4: Annunciation equipment; 
(in preparation)
— Part 5: (free);
— Part 6: (free);
— Part 7: Application guidelines.
(in preparation)

Foreword to amendment A1

This amendment to the European Standard                 
EN 50136-1-1 was prepared by the CENELEC 
Technical Committee 79, Alarm systems.

The text of the draft was submitted to the Unique 
Acceptance Procedure and was approved by 
CENELEC as amendment A1 to EN 50136-1-1:1998 
on 2001-01-01.

The following dates were fixed:— latest date by which the 
EN has to be 
implemented at national 
level by publication of an 
identical national 
standard or by 
endorsement (dop) 1998-08-01

— latest date by which the 
national standards 
conflicting with the EN 
have to be withdrawn (dow) 2002-08-01

— latest date by which the 
amendment has to be 
implemented at national 
level by publication of an 
identical national 
standard or by 
endorsement (dop) 2001-12-01

— latest date by which the 
national standards 
conflicting with the 
amendment have to be 
withdrawn (dow) 2001-12-01

Foreword to amendment A2
This amendment to the European Standard                 
EN 50136-1-1:1998 was prepared by the  
Technical Committee CENELEC TC 79, Alarm
 systems.

The text of the draft was submitted to the formal  
vote and was approved by CENELEC as 

 amendment A2 to EN 50136-1-1:1998   on 2008-03-01.

The following dates were fixed:

— latest date by which the 
amendment has to be 
implemented at national 
level by publication of an 
identical national 
standard or by 
endorsement (dop) 2009-03-01

— latest date by which the 
national standards 
conflicting with the 
amendment have to be 
withdrawn (dow) 2011-03-01
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Introduction to amendment A1

This amendment describes a missing requirement 
which has been identified in EN 50136-1-1 
resulting, if not implemented, in the risk to loose 
messages at the receiving centre transceiver level.

It is therefore recommended to implement the 
requirements covered in this amendment even for 
products which have been already developed on the 
sole basis of the main standard.
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1 Scope
This standard specifies the general requirements for the performance, reliability and security 
characteristics of alarm transmission systems.
It covers the general requirements for connections providing signalling between an alarm system and an 
alarm receiving centre.
EN 50136 shall apply for transmission of all types of alarms: fire, intrusion, access control, social alarm etc. 
Different types of alarm systems may, in addition to alarm messages, also send other types of messages, 
e.g. fault messages and status messages. Also, these messages are considered part of alarm transmission. 
The term alarm is throughout the document used in this broad sense.
Additional requirements for specific types of alarm transmission systems are given in separate parts of this 
standard. This does not preclude the use of any alarm transmission system not covered by one of these 
specific parts, provided that it meets these general requirements. It further does not preclude the use of 
the alarm transmission equipment outside the scope of this document.

2 Normative references
This European Standard incorporates by dated or undated reference, provisions from other publications. 
These normative references are cited at the appropriate places in the text and the publications are listed 
hereafter. For dated references, subsequent amendments to or revisions of any of these publications apply 
to this European Standard only when incorporated in it by amendment or revision. For undated references 
the latest edition of the publication referred to applies (including amendments).
EN 50136-2-1, Alarm systems — Alarm transmission systems and equipment — Part 2-1: General 
requirements for alarm transmission equipment.

3 Object
The object of this standard is to specify the general requirements for the performance, reliability and 
security characteristics of alarm transmission systems and to ensure their suitability for use with different 
types of alarm systems.

4 Definitions and abbreviations
For the purposes of this standard the following definitions apply:
NOTE The definitions below should be read in conjunction with Figure 1.

4.1.1  
alarm condition
a condition of an alarm system, or part thereof, which results from the response of the system, or part 
thereof, to the presence of a hazard

4.1.2  
alarm receiving centre (central station)
a continuously manned centre to which information concerning the status of one or more alarm systems is 
reported

4.1.3  
alarm system
an electrical installation which responds to the manual or automatic detection of the presence of a hazard

4.1.4  
alarm system transceiver
the alarm transmission equipment, which is located at the supervised premises or at a satellite station
NOTE In some systems this transceiver may be able to transmit but not to receive.

4.1.5  
alarm transmission equipment
equipment which is used primarily for the transmission of alarm messages from the supervised premises 
transceiver interface to the alarm system interface, to the receiving centre transceiver interface, to the 
annunciation equipment
NOTE 1 It may also transmit information or commands from the alarm receiving centre to one or more alarm systems.

$

NOTE 2 This does not include equipment provided by a public telephone network operator or other common carrier as part of a 
general purpose, public transmission system, but does include general telecommunications equipment (e.g. modems) where these are 

#

4.1 Definitions   
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used primarily for alarm transmission.
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