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National foreword
This British Standard is the UK implementation of EN 50520:2009.

The UK participation in its preparation was entrusted to Technical Committee
PEL/213, Cable management.

A list of organizations represented on this committee can be obtained on
request to its secretary.

This publication does not purport to include all the necessary provisions of a
contract. Users are responsible for its correct application.

© BSI 2010
ISBN 978 0 580 62074 4
ICS 29.120.10

Compliance with a British Standard cannot confer immunity from
legal obligations.

This British Standard was published under the authority of the Standards
Policy and Strategy Committee on 31 January 2010

Amendments issued since publication

Amd. No. Date Text affected
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ICS 29.120.10

English version

Cover plates and cover tapes for the protection and location warning
of buried cables or buried conduits in underground installations

Plaques et bandes de protection Abdeckplatten und —bander zum Schutz
pour la protection et le signalement und zur Warnkennzeichnung der Lage
des cables enterrés ou des conduits von Kabeln oder erdverlegten

enterrés dans les installations sous terre Elektroinstallationsrohren

in Unterbodeninstallationen

This European Standard was approved by CENELEC on 2009-06-01. CENELEC members are bound to comply
with the CEN/CENELEC Internal Regulations which stipulate the conditions for giving this European Standard
the status of a national standard without any alteration.

Up-to-date lists and bibliographical references concerning such national standards may be obtained on
application to the Central Secretariat or to any CENELEC member.

This European Standard exists in three official versions (English, French, German). A version in any other
language made by translation under the responsibility of a CENELEC member into its own language and notified
to the Central Secretariat has the same status as the official versions.

CENELEC members are the national electrotechnical committees of Austria, Belgium, Bulgaria, Cyprus, the
Czech Republic, Denmark, Estonia, Finland, France, Germany, Greece, Hungary, Iceland, Ireland, Italy, Latvia,
Lithuania, Luxembourg, Malta, the Netherlands, Norway, Poland, Portugal, Romania, Slovakia, Slovenia, Spain,
Sweden, Switzerland and the United Kingdom.

CENELEC

European Committee for Electrotechnical Standardization
Comité Européen de Normalisation Electrotechnique
Europaisches Komitee fiir Elektrotechnische Normung

Central Secretariat: Avenue Marnix 17, B - 1000 Brussels

© 2009 CENELEC -  All rights of exploitation in any form and by any means reserved worldwide for CENELEC members.
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Foreword

This European Standard was prepared by the Technical Committee CENELEC TC 213, Cable management
systems.

The text of the draft was submitted to the formal vote and was approved by CENELEC as EN 50520 on
2009-06-01.

The following dates were fixed:

— latest date by which the EN has to be implemented
at national level by publication of an identical
national standard or by endorsement (dop) 2010-06-01

— latest date by which the national standards conflicting
with the EN have to be withdrawn (dow) 2012-06-01

A cover plate or a cover tape which conforms to this European Standard is deemed to be safe for use.

This is a European Standard for cable management products used for electro-technical purposes. It relates
to the Council Directives on the approximation of laws, regulations and administrative provisions of the
Member States relating to Low Voltage Directive 2006/95/EC through consideration of the essential
requirements of this directive.

This European Standard is supported by separate standards to which references are made.
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1 Scope

This European Standard establishes the requirements and tests for cover plates and cover tapes used for
the mechanical protection, identification and warning of the location of buried cables or buried conduits in
underground installations.

NOTE  This European Standard does not apply to meshes and tapes falling under EN 12613.

2 Normative references

The following referenced documents are indispensable for the application of this document. For dated
references, only the edition cited applies. For undated references, the latest edition of the referenced
document (including any amendments) applies.

IEC 60417 (database), Graphical symbols for use on equipment

ISO 3864 (series), Graphical symbols - Safety colours and safety signs

3 Definitions
For the purpose of this document the following definitions apply.

31

cover plates

plates with a defined length and width that are linked one to another and are located above the sand ballast

that are intended

— to protect against mechanical damage the underground cables and/or conduit installations, and

— to identify in a prominent manner the location of the underground cables and/or conduit installations
along their length and width

3.2
cover tapes
tapes with a defined width that are located above the sand ballast that are intended

— to protect against mechanical damage the underground cables and/or conduit installations, and

— to identify in a prominent manner the location of the underground cables and/or conduit installations
along their length and width

4 General requirements

Cover plates and cover tapes shall be so designed and constructed that, when installed according to
manufacturer’s instructions, they provide mechanical protection and location warning of either a group of
cables or conduits in all their extension (length and width).

Compliance is checked by carrying out all the tests specified.
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