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National foreword

This British Standard has been prepared by Subcommittee B/518/2 and is the 
English language version of EN 518:1995 Structural timber — Grading — 
Requirements for visual strength grading standards published by the European 
Committee for Standardization (CEN).
This British Standard gives the basic principles to be followed when drawing up 
requirements for limits for some characteristics. Future revisions of existing 
related British Standards1) will be aligned with this standard. It is understood 
that the national grading rules for Canadian lumber (NLGA) and for American 
softwood lumber (NGRDL) will also be aligned by revision.
No existing British Standard is superseded. 

A British Standard does not purport to include all the necessary provisions of a 
contract. Users of British Standards are responsible for their correct application.

Compliance with a British Standard does not of itself confer immunity 
from legal obligations.

Summary of pages
This document comprises a front cover, an inside front cover, pages i and ii,
the EN title page, pages 2 to 10, an inside back cover and a back cover.
This standard has been updated (see copyright date) and may have had 
amendments incorporated. This will be indicated in the amendment table on 
the inside front cover.

1) The relevant British Standards are the following:
BS 4978:1988 Specification for softwood grades for structural use
BS 5756:1980 Specification for tropical hardwoods graded for structural use

Cross-references

Publication referred to Corresponding British Standard

EN 338:1995 BS EN 338:1995 Structural timber — Strength classes

EN 384:1995 BS EN 384:1995 Structural timber — Determination of 
characteristic values of mechanical properties and 
density

EN 519:1995 BS EN 519:1995 Structural timber — Grading — 
Requirements for machine strength graded timber and 
grading machines

Informative reference Corresponding British Standard

EN 336:1995 BS EN 336:1995 Structural timber — Coniferous and 
poplar — Sizes — Permissible deviations

Full document details: BS EN 518:1995

http://www.avadocuments.com/doc/bs-en-518-1995
http://www.avadocuments.com/doc/bs-en-518-1995


EUROPEAN STANDARD

NORME EUROPÉENNEE

EUROPÄISCHE NORM

EN 518

February 1995
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English version

Structural timber — Grading — Requirements for visual 
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résistance

Bauholz für tragende Zwecke — Sortierung — 
Anforderungen an Normen über visuelle 
Sortierung nach der Festigkeit

This European Standard was approved by CEN on 1995-02-22. CEN members
are bound to comply with the CEN/CENELEC Internal Regulations which
stipulate the conditions for giving this European Standard the status of a
national standard without any alteration.
Up-to-date lists and bibliographical references concerning such national
standards may be obtained on application to the Central Secretariat or to any
CEN member.
This European Standard exists in three official versions (English, French,
German). A version in any other language made by translation under the
responsibility of a CEN member into its own language and notified to the
Central Secretariat has the same status as the official versions.
CEN members are the national standards bodies of Austria, Belgium,
Denmark, Finland, France, Germany, Greece, Iceland, Ireland, Italy,
Luxembourg, Netherlands, Norway, Portugal, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland and
United Kingdom.

CEN

European Committee for Standardization
Comité Européen de Normalisation
Europäisches Komitee für Normung

Central Secretariat: rue de Stassart 36, B-1050 Brussels

© 1995 All rights of reproduction and communication in any form and by any means reserved in all
countries to CEN and its members
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