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National foreword

This British Standard is the UK implementation of EN 60446:2007. It is 
identical to IEC 60446:2007. It supersedes BS EN 60446:2000 which is 
withdrawn.
The UK participation in its preparation was entrusted to Technical Committee 
GEL/16, Terminal marking and other identifications.
A list of organizations represented on this committee can be obtained on 
request to its secretary.
This publication does not purport to include all the necessary provisions of a 
contract. Users are responsible for its correct application.
Compliance with a British Standard cannot confer immunity from 
legal obligations.
Amendments issued since publication
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Foreword 

The text of document 16/461/FDIS, future edition 4 of IEC 60446, prepared by IEC TC 16, Basic and 
safety principles for man-machine interface, marking and identification, was submitted to the 
IEC-CENELEC parallel vote and was approved by CENELEC as EN 60446 on 2007-06-01. 

This European Standard supersedes EN 60446:1999. 

EN 60446:2007 includes the following significant technical changes with respect to EN 60446:1999: 

– addition of Clause 3 – Terms and definitions; 

– addition of Clause 4 – Identification of conductors; 

– addition of subclauses 5.3.4 to 5.3.6 – Use of bi-colour combinations; 

– addition of subclause 6.2 – Identification of certain designated conductors; 

– addition of a new Annex A (informative) “Identification of certain designated conductors by means of 
colour code and alphanumeric”; 

– deletion of the old Annex A (informative) “Methods of marking PEN conductors in different countries”. 

The following dates were fixed: 

– latest date by which the EN has to be implemented 
 at national level by publication of an identical 
 national standard or by endorsement 

 
 
(dop) 

 
 
2008-03-01 

– latest date by which the national standards conflicting 
 with the EN have to be withdrawn  

 
(dow) 

 
2010-03-01 

Annex ZA has been added by CENELEC. 

__________ 

Endorsement notice 

The text of the International Standard IEC 60446:2007 was approved by CENELEC as a European 
Standard without any modification. 

__________ 
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INTRODUCTION 

This International Standard is a basic safety publication is intended for use by technical 
committees in the preparation of standards in accordance and with the principles laid down in 
IEC Guide 104 and in ISO/IEC Guide 51. 

It should be noted that one of the responsibilities of a technical committee is, wherever 
possible, to include or refer to requirements of basic safety publications in standards for 
equipment within its scope. Consequently, the requirements of this basic safety publication 
apply only if they are included, or are referred to in those standards. 
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