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National foreword

This British Standard has been prepared by Technical Committee CH/81 
(formerly HCC/81) and is the English language version of EN 60601-2-17:1996 
Medical electrical equipment — Part 2: Particular requirements for the safety of 
remote-controlled automatically-driven gamma-ray afterloading equipment, 
published by the European Committee for Electrotechnical Standardization 
(CENELEC). It is identical with IEC 601-2-17:1989, published by the 
International Electrotechnical Commission (IEC). EN 60601-2-17:1996 
supersedes CENELEC HD 395.2.17 S1:1992.
This Particular Standard should be read in conjunction with its Supplement, 
which implements amendment A1 to the European Standard EN 60601-2-17. 
The Supplement, published separately, is designated as follows:

BS EN 60601-2-17/A1:1996
(BS 5724-2.17:Supplement 1:1996 Revised and additional text)
(IEC 601-2-17 Amendment 1:1996)

Together with its Supplement, this Particular Standard amends and 
supplements the General Standard, which is designated as follows:

BS EN 60601-1:1990
(BS 5724-1:1989)
(IEC 601-1:1988)
Medical electrical equipment — Part 1. General requirements for safety

This Particular Standard takes priority over the General Standard.
As in the General Standard, the requirements are followed by compliance tests. 
The numbers of the sections and clauses in this standard refer to the related 
sections and clauses in the General Standard. Clauses, subclauses or figures that 
are additional to those of the General Standard are numbered starting from 101; 
additional appendices are lettered AA, BB, etc. and additional items are 
lettered aa), bb) etc. The changes from the text of the General Standard are 
specified by the use of the following words.

“Replacement” means that the clause, subclause or specified paragraph of the 
General Standard is replaced by the text of this standard.
“Amendment” means that the clause, subclause or specified paragraph of the 
General Standard is amended as indicated by the text of this standard.
“Addition” means that the text of this standard is additional to the 
requirements of the General Standard.

An index of the terms used in this Particular Standard and their definitions is 
given in Appendix AA.
Cross-references
See national foreword of the Supplement, BS EN 60601-2-17/A1:1996 
(BS 5724-2.17:Supplement 1:1996).
Additional information. The following print types are used in this standard.

Requirements, compliance with which can be tested, and definitions: in roman 
type.
Explanations, advice and general statements: in small roman type.

Test procedures: in italic style.
Terms defined in clause 2 of the General Standard and this Particular 
Standard: in SMALL CAPITALS.

For the purposes of this British Standard, any references to IEC page numbers in 
the text should be ignored.
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Attention is drawn to the difference between the recommendations of 
paragraph 157 of ICRP Publication 33 (1982) Protection against ionizing 
radiation from external sources used in medicine1) and 30.1.1 b) of this Particular 
Standard.
Textual errors. When adopting the text of the International Standard, the 
textual errors listed below were discovered. They have been marked in the text 
and have been reported to IEC in a proposal to amend the text of the 
International Standard.
In 1.3, after the title, the word in italics should be read as “Replacement”.
In 50.1.4, the following sentence should be inserted at the end of the first 
paragraph. “The other is to limit the IRRADIATION of other parts of the 
PATIENT’s body.”
A British Standard does not purport to include all the necessary provisions of a 
contract. Users of British Standards are responsible for their correct application.

Compliance with a British Standard does not of itself confer immunity 
from legal obligations.

Summary of pages
This document comprises a front cover, an inside front cover, pages i to iv, 
the EN title page, pages 2 to 18, an inside back cover and a back cover.
This standard has been updated (see copyright date) and may have had 
amendments incorporated. This will be indicated in the amendment table on the 
inside front cover.

1) ICRP Publication 33 (1982) has been prepared by the International Commission for 
Radiological Protection and is obtainable from Pergamon Press, Headington Hill Hall, 
Oxford OX3 0BW.
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Foreword
The text of the International Standard 
IEC 601-2-17:1989, prepared by SC 62C, 
Equipment for radiotherapy, nuclear medicine and 
radiation dosimetry, of IEC TC 62, Electrical 
equipment in medical practice, was approved by 
CENELEC as HD 395.2.17 S1 on 1991-12-10.
This Harmonization Document was submitted to 
the formal vote for conversion into a European 
Standard and was approved by CENELEC as 
EN 60601-2-17 on 1996-03-15.
The following date was fixed: 

Annexes designated “normative” are part of the 
body of the standard. Annexes designated 
“informative” are given for information only. In this 
standard, Appendix AA is informative.
For the normative references to international 
publications with their corresponding 
European publications, see Annex ZA to 
EN 60601-2-17:1996/A1:1996.

— latest date by which the 
EN has to be implemented 
at national level by 
publication of an identical 
national standard or by 
endorsement (dop) 1997-03-01
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