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National foreword

This British Standard is the English language version of EN 60721-3-1:1997.
It is identical with IEC 60721-3-1:1997. It supersedes BS EN 60721-3-1:1993
which is withdrawn.

The UK participation in its preparation was entrusted to Technical Committee
GEL/50, Environmental testing of electrotechnical products, which has the
responsibility to:

— aid enquirers to understand the text;

— present to the responsible international/European committee any
enquiries on the interpretation, or proposals for change, and keep the UK
interests informed;

— monitor related international and European developments and
promulgate them in the UK.

A list of organizations represented on this committee can be obtained on
request to its secretary.

Cross-references

Attention is drawn to the fact that CEN and CENELEC Standards normally
include an annex which lists normative references to international
publications with their corresponding European publications. The

British Standards which implement these international or European
publications may be found in the BSI Standards Catalogue under the section
entitled “International Standards Correspondence Index”, or using the “Find”
facility of the BSI Standards Electronic Catalogue.

A British Standard does not purport to include all the necessary provisions of
a contract. Users of British Standards are responsible for their correct
application.

Compliance with a British Standard does not of itself confer immunity
from legal obligations.

Summary of pages

This document comprises a front cover, an inside front cover, pages i and 11,
the EN title page, pages 2 to 16 and a back cover.

This standard has been updated (see copyright date) and may have had
amendments incorporated. This will be indicated in the amendment table on
the inside front cover.

Amendments issued since publication

Amd. No. Date Comments
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March 1997

ICS 19.040 Supersedes [EN 60721-3-1:1993 and its amendment

Descriptors: Environmental conditions, environmental parameters, storage

English version

Classification of environmental conditions
Part 3: Classification of groups of environmental
parameters and their severities
Section 1: Storage

(IEC 60721-3-1:1997)

Classification des conditions Klassifizierung von Umweltbedingungen
d’environnement Teil 3: Klassen von

Partie 3: Classification des groupements UmwelteinfluBgroBen und deren

des agents d’environnement et de leurs Grenzwerte

sévérités Hauptabschnitt 1: Langzeitlagerung
Section 1: Stockage (IEC 60721-3-1:1997)

(CEI 60721-3-1:1997)

This European Standard was approved by CENELEC on 1996-12-09.
CENELEC members are bound to comply with the CEN/CENELEC Internal
Regulations which stipulate the conditions for giving this European Standard
the status of a national standard without any alteration.

Up-to-date lists and bibliographical references concerning such national
standards may be obtained on application to the Central Secretariat or to any
CENELEC member.

This European Standard exists in three official versions (English, French,
German). A version in any other language made by translation under the
responsibility of a CENELEC member into its own language and notified to the
Central Secretariat has the same status as the official versions.

CENELEC members are the national electrotechnical committees of Austria,
Belgium, Denmark, Finland, France, Germany, Greece, Iceland, Ireland, Italy,
Luxembourg, Netherlands, Norway, Portugal, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland and
United Kingdom.

CENELEC

European Committee for Electrotechnical Standardization
Comité Européen de Normalisation Electrotechnique
Européaisches Komitee fir Elektrotechnische Normung

Central Secretariat: rue de Stassart 35, B-1050 Brussels

© 1997 CENELEC — All rights of exploitation in any form and by any means reserveﬁ worldwide for

CENELEC members. of No &quq&& E
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Foreword

The text of document 75/277/FDIS, future
amendment to , prepared by

IEC TC 75, Classification of environmental
conditions, was submitted to the IEC-CENELEC
parallel vote and was approved by CENELEC as
amendment A3 to [EN 60721-3-1:1993

on 1996-12-09.

The text of this document, together with that of
[EC 60721-3-1:1987 and its amendments 1:1991
and 2:1993, was published by IEC as the second
edition of in February 1997.
According to a decision of principle taken by the
Technical Board of CENELEC, the approval of

EN 60721-3-1:1993/A3 has been converted into the
approval of a new [EN 60721-3-1.

This European Standard supersedes
[EN 60721-3-1:1999 and its amendment A2:1994.

The following dates were fixed:

— latest date by which the EN
has to be implemented at
national level by publication
of an identical national
standard or by endorsement (dop) 1997-12-01

— latest date by which the
national standards
conflicting with the EN have
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1 Scope and object

This section of IEC 60721-3 classifies the groups of
environmental parameters and their severities to
which products, together with their packaging if
any, are subjected when stored.

The environmental conditions specified in this
standard are limited to those which may directly
affect the products or their ultimate performance.
Only environmental conditions as such are
considered. No special description of the effects of
these conditions on the products is given.

Transfer during storage is not included in the
classification.

Environmental conditions directly related to fire or
explosion and conditions related to ionizing
radiation are excluded. Any other unforeseen
incidents are also excluded. The possibility of their
occurrence should be taken into account in special
cases. Offshore locations are not included.

Conditions of stationary use, portable and
non-stationary use, use in vehicles and ships, and
conditions of transportation are given in other
sections of IEC 60721-3.

The object of this standard is to classify
environmental parameters and their severities to
which a product may be exposed during storage.

A limited number of classes of environmental
conditions is given, covering a broad field of
application. The user of this standard should select
the lowest classification necessary for covering the
conditions of intended storage.

2 Normative references

The following normative documents contain
provisions which, through reference in this text,
constitute provisions of this section of IEC 60721-3.
At the time of publication, the editions indicated
were valid. All normative documents are subject to
revision, and parties to agreements based on this
section of IEC 60721-3 are encouraged to
investigate the possibility of applying the most
recent editions of the normative documents
indicated below. Members of IEC and ISO maintain

registers of currently valid International Standards.

TEC 721-1:1990, Classification of environmental
conditions — Part 1: Environmental parameters
and their severities.

Amendment 1 (1992)

TEC 721-2-1:1982, Classification of environmental
conditions — Part 2: Environmental conditions

appearing in nature — Temperature and humidity.
Amendment 1 (1987)

TEC 721-3-0:1984, Classification of environmental
conditions — Part 3: Classification of groups of
environmental parameters and their severities —
Introduction.

Amendment 1 (1987)

[EC 60721-3-2:1997, Classification of
environmental conditions — Part 3: Classification of
environmental parameters and their severities —
Section 2: Transportation.

IEC 721-3-3:1994, Classification of environmental
conditions — Part 3: Classification of environmental
parameters and their severities —

Section 3: Stationary use at weatherprotected
locations.

IEC 721-3-4:1995, Classification of environmental
conditions — Part 3: Classification of environmental
parameters and their severities —

Section 4: Stationary use at non-weatherprotected
locations.

3 Definitions

For the purposes of this section of IEC 721-3, the
following definitions apply, in addition to the
definitions in clause 8 of IEC 721-1:

3.1
storage

the product is placed at a certain site for long
periods, but not intended for use during these
periods

3.2

weatherprotected location

a location at which the product is protected from
weather influences:

— totally weatherprotected location: direct
weather influences are totally excluded:
(enclosed location)

— partially weatherprotected location:
direct weather influences are not completely
excluded (sheltered location)

3.3
non-weatherprotected location

a location at which the product is not protected from
direct weather influences
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