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Full document details: BS EN 610
National foreword

This British Standard has been prepared under the direction of the 
Electrotechnical Sector Board and is the English language version 
of EN 61009-1:1994, Residual current operated circuit-breakers with integral 
overcurrent protection for household and similar uses (RCBO’s) — Part 1: General 
rules, including amendments A1:1995, A11:1995, A2:1998, A13:1998, A14:1998, 
A15:1998, A17:1998, A19:2000 and corrigenda September 1994, December 1997 
and April 1998, published by the European Committee for Electrotechnical 
Standardization (CENELEC). It was derived by CENELEC 
from IEC 61009-1:1991 including amendment 1:1995 and the text of a second 
amendment (see Note 1), published by the International Electrotechnical 
Commission (IEC).
NOTE 1 The second amendment to IEC 61009-1:1991 was submitted to the IEC-CENELEC parallel 
vote. While it was approved and published by CENELEC as amendment A2 to EN 61009-1:1994, 
IEC incorporated the text of the amendment into a new edition of IEC 61009-1.

NOTE 2 There is no amendment A12 to EN 61009-1.

The CENELEC common modifications have been implemented at the appropriate 
places in the text and are indicated by a sideline in the margin. Parts of the 
original IEC text that have been modified by CENELEC have been quoted in 
National annex NA. The attention of UK users of this standard is drawn to the 
special national conditions itemized in Annex ZB.
The following print types are used in this standard:

This British Standard is one of a series in which the other publications are as 
follows.

BS EN 61002-2-1:1995, Residual current operated circuit-breakers with 
integral overcurrent protection for household and similar uses (RCBO’s) — 
Part 2-1: Applicability of the general rules to RCBO’s functionally independent 
of line voltage.

BS IEC 1009-2-2:1991, Residual current operated circuit-breakers with integral 
overcurrent protection for household and similar uses (RCBO’s) — 
Part 2-2: Applicability of the general rules to RCBO’s functionally dependent 
on line voltage.

Cross references

The British Standards which implement international or European publications 
referred to in this document may be found in the BSI Catalogue under the section 
entitled “International Standards Correspondence Index” or by using the 
“Search” facility of the BSI Electronic Catalogue or of British Standards Online. 

This publication does not purport to include all the necessary provisions of a 
contract. Users are responsible for its correct application.

Compliance with a British Standard does not of itself confer immunity 
from legal obligations.

Summary of pages

This document comprises a front cover, an inside front cover, pages i and ii, 
the EN title page, pages 2 to 167 and a back cover.

The BSI copyright notice displayed in this document indicates when the 
document was last issued.

requirement proper: in roman type
test specifications: in italic type
explanatory matter: in smaller roman type
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English version

Residual current operated circuit-breakers with integral 
overcurrent protection for household and similar uses 

(RCBO’s) — Part 1: General rules
(Includes amendments A1:1995, A11:1995, A2:1998, A13:1998, A14:1998, A15:1998, A17:1998 

and A19:2000)
Interrupteurs automatiques à courant différentiel 
résiduel avec protection contre les surintensités 
incorporée pour installations domestiques et 
analogues (DD)
Partie 1: Règles générales
(Inclut les amendements A1:1995, A11:1995, 
A2:1998, A13:1998, A14:1998, A15:1998, A17:1998 
et A19:2000)

Fehlerstrom-Schutschalter mit Überstromauslöser 
(RCBO’s) für Hausinstallationen und für ähnliche 
Anwendungen
Teil 1: Allgemeine Anforderungen
(Enthält Änderungen A1:1995, A11:1995, A2:1998, 
A13:1998, A14:1998, A15:1998, A17:1998 
und A19:2000)
This European Standard was approved by CENELEC on 1994-03-08.
CENELEC members are bound to comply with the CEN/CENELEC Internal
Regulations which stipulate the conditions for giving this European Standard
the status of a national standard without any alteration.
Up-to-date lists and bibliographical references concerning such national
standards may be obtained on application to the Central Secretariat or to any
CENELEC member.
This European Standard exists in three official versions (English, French,
German). A version in any other language made by translation under the
responsibility of a CENELEC member into its own language and notified to the
Central Secretariat has the same status as the official versions.
CENELEC members are the national electrotechnical committees of Austria,
Belgium, Czech Republic, Denmark, Finland, France, Germany, Greece,
Iceland, Ireland, Italy, Luxembourg, Netherlands, Norway, Portugal, Spain,
Sweden, Switzerland and United Kingdom.
CENELEC
European Committee for Electrotechnical Standardization

Comité Européen de Normalisation Electrotechnique
Europäisches Komitee für Elektrotechnische Normung

Central Secretariat: rue de Stassart 35, B-1050 Brussels
© 1994 Copyright reserved to CENELEC members

Ref. No. EN 61009-1:1994 + A1:1995 + A11:1995 + A2:1998 + A13:1998 + A14:1998 + A15:1998 + A17:1998
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Foreword

The text of the International Standard 
IEC 61009-1:1991 together with common 
modifications prepared by Technical Committee 
CENELEC TC 23E, Circuit-breakers and similar 
equipment for household and similar uses, was 
submitted to the Unique Acceptance 
Procedure (UAP) for acceptance as a European 
Standard.

As the original document did not obtain a sufficient 
number of positive votes, a revised draft was 
prepared and submitted to a second vote. The new 
draft was approved by CENELEC as EN 61009-1 
on 1994-03-08.

The following dates were fixed:

Conformity of products with the requirements of 
this standard ensures conformity with the essential 
requirements of Directive 73/23/EEC (Low voltage 
Directive) and its amendment 93/68/EEC.

Annexes designated “normative” are part of the 
body of the standard. Annexes designated 
“informative” are given for information only. In this 
standard, Annex A, Annex B, Annex C, Annex D, 
Annex E, Annex F, Annex G, Annex ZA, Annex ZB 
and Annex ZD are normative and 
Annex IA, Annex IB, Annex IC and Annex ZC are 
informative.

Annex ZA (normative references), Annex ZB 
(special national conditions), Annex ZC 
(A-deviations) and Annex ZD (classification into 
energy limiting classes) have been added by 
CENELEC.

Subclauses, figures and tables added by CENELEC 
are numbered starting with  Z1, Z2 ….

Foreword to amendment A1
The text of document 23E/211/DIS, future 
amendment 1 to IEC 61009-1:1991, prepared 
by SC 23E, Circuit-breakers and similar equipment 
for household use, of IEC TC 23, Electrical 
accessories, was submitted to the IEC-CENELEC 
parallel vote and was approved by CENELEC as 
amendment A1 to EN 61009-1:1994 on 1995-09-20.

The following dates were fixed:

Foreword to amendment A11
This amendment was prepared by the Technical 
Committee CENELEC TC 23E, Circuit breakers 
and similar devices for household and similar 
applications.

Its aim is to add a type of RCBO able to operate 
at temperatures down to – 25 °C with unified 
requirements acceptable by all members of 
CENELEC.

The text of the draft was submitted to the 
formal vote and was approved by CENELEC 
as amendment A11 to EN 61009-1:1994 
on 1995-07-04.

The following dates were fixed:

— latest date of publication 
of an identical national 
standard (dop) 1996-07-01

— latest date of withdrawal 
of conflicting national 
standards (dow) 2000-07-01

— latest date by which the 
amendment has to be 
implemented at national 
level by publication of an 
identical national standard 
or by endorsement (dop) 1996-07-01

— latest date by which the 
national standards 
conflicting with the 
amendment have to be 
withdrawn (dow) 2000-07-01

— latest date by which the 
amendment has to be 
implemented at national 
level by publication of an 
identical national standard 
or by endorsement (dop) 1996-07-01

— latest date by which the 
national standards 
conflicting with the 
amendment have to be 
withdrawn (dow) 2000-07-01
© BSI 24 April 20052
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Foreword to amendment A2
The text of document 23E/246/FDIS, future 
amendment to IEC 61009-1:1991, prepared by 
SC 23E, Circuit-breakers and similar equipment for 
household use, of IEC TC 23, Electrical accessories, 
was submitted to the IEC-CENELEC parallel vote 
and was approved by CENELEC as amendment A2 
to EN 61009-1:1994 on 1996-10-01.
NOTE The text of this document was included in a new edition 
of IEC 61009-1; it is however published as a separate 
amendment by CENELEC.

The following dates were fixed:

Foreword to amendment A13
This amendment was prepared by the Technical 
Committee CENELEC TC 23E, Circuit-breakers 
and similar devices for household and similar 
applications.

The text of the draft was submitted to the 
formal vote and was approved by CENELEC 
as amendment A13 to EN 61009-1:1994 
on 1997-10-01.

The following dates were fixed:

Foreword to amendment A14
The text of document 23E/252/FDIS, intended to be 
published in a new (second) edition of IEC 61009-1, 
prepared by SC 23E, Circuit-breakers and similar 
equipment for household use, of IEC TC 23, 
Electrical accessories, was submitted to the 
IEC-CENELEC parallel vote and was approved by 
CENELEC as amendment A14 to EN 61009-1:1994 
on 1996-10-01.

The following dates were fixed:

Foreword to amendment A15
This amendment was prepared by the Technical 
Committee CENELEC TC 23E, Circuit-breakers 
and similar devices for household and similar 
applications.

It comprises the text of two draft amendments, 
prAA and prAB, which were submitted to the 
Unique Acceptance Procedure and were approved 
together as amendment A15 to EN 61009-1:1994 
on 1998-04-01.

The following dates were fixed:

— latest date by which the 
amendment has to be 
implemented at national 
level by publication of an 
identical national standard 
or by endorsement (dop) 1998-07-01

— latest date by which the 
national standards 
conflicting with the 
amendment have to be 
withdrawn (dow) 2001-01-01

— latest date by which the 
amendment has to be 
implemented at national 
level by publication of an 
identical national standard 
or by endorsement (dop) 1998-07-01

— latest date by which the 
national standards 
conflicting with the 
amendment have to be 
withdrawn (dow) 2001-01-01

— latest date by which the 
amendment has to be 
implemented at national 
level by publication of an 
identical national standard 
or by endorsement (dop) 1998-07-01

— latest date by which the 
national standards 
conflicting with the 
amendment have to be 
withdrawn (dow) 2001-01-01

— latest date by which the 
amendment has to be 
implemented at national 
level by publication of an 
identical national standard 
or by endorsement (dop) 1998-11-01

— latest date by which the 
national standards 
conflicting with the 
amendment have to be 
withdrawn (dow) 2003-03-01
© BSI 24 April 2005 3
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Foreword to amendment A17
At the request of the Irish electrotechnical 
committee, a draft for an amendment 
to EN 61009-1:1994 was submitted to the 
CENELEC members for acceptance in May 1998.

The text of the draft was accepted by CENELEC as 
amendment A17 to EN 61009-1:1994 
on 1998-07-25.

The following dates were fixed:

Foreword to amendment A19
At the request of the Swedish electrotechnical 
committee, a draft for an amendment 
to EN 61009-1:1994 was submitted to the 
CENELEC members for acceptance 
in December 1999.

The text of the draft was accepted by CENELEC as 
amendment A19 to EN 61009-1:1994 
on 2000-02-13.

The following dates were fixed:

Contents

Page
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— latest date by which the 
existence of the amendment 
has to be announced at 
national level (doa) 1998-10-25

— latest date by which the 
amendment has to be 
implemented at national 
level by publication of an 
identical national standard 
or by endorsement (dop) 1999-01-25

— latest date by which the 
existence of the amendment 
has to be announced at 
national level (doa) 2000-05-13

— latest date by which the 
amendment has to be 
implemented at national 
level by publication of an 
identical national standard 
or by endorsement (dop) 2000-08-13
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