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National foreword

This British Standard is the official English language version of 
EN 61669:2001. It is identical with IEC 61669:2001.

The UK participation in its preparation was entrusted to Technical Committee 
EPL/29, Electroacoustics, which has the responsibility to: 

A list of organizations represented on this committee can be obtained on 
request to its secretary.

From 1 January 1997, all IEC publications have the number 60000 added to 
the old number. For instance, IEC 27-1 has been renumbered as IEC 60027-1. 
For a period of time during the change over from one numbering system to the 
other, publications may contain identifiers from both systems.

Cross-references
The British Standards which implement international or European 
publications referred to in this document may be found in the BSI Standards 
Catalogue under the section entitled “International Standards Correspondence 
Index”, or by using the “Find” facility of the BSI Standards Electronic 
Catalogue.
A British Standard does not purport to include all the necessary provisions of 
a contract. Users of British Standards are responsible for their correct 
application.

Compliance with a British Standard does not of itself confer immunity 
from legal obligations.

— aid enquirers to understand the text;

— present to the responsible international/European committee any 
enquiries on the interpretation, or proposals for change, and keep the 
UK interests informed;

— monitor related international and European developments and 
promulgate them in the UK.

Summary of pages
This document comprises a front cover, an inside front cover, the EN title page, 
pages 2 to 19 and a back cover.

The BSI copyright date displayed in this document indicates when the 
document was last issued.
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Foreword

The text of document 29/476/FDIS, future edition 1 of IEC 61669, prepared by IEC TC 29,
Electroacoustics, was submitted to the IEC-CENELEC parallel vote and was approved by CENELEC
as EN 61669 on 2001-03-01.

The following dates were fixed:

� latest date by which the EN has to be implemented
at national level by publication of an identical
national standard or by endorsement (dop) 2001-12-01

� latest date by which the national standards conflicting
with the EN have to be withdrawn (dow) 2004-03-01

Annexes designated "normative" are part of the body of the standard.
In this standard, annex ZA is normative.
Annex ZA has been added by CENELEC.

__________

Endorsement notice

The text of the International Standard IEC 61669:2001 was approved by CENELEC as a European
Standard without any modification.

In the official version, for Bibliography, the following notes have to be added for the standards indicated:

         IEC 60118-0   NOTE: Harmonized as HD 450.0 S1:1984 (not modified).

         IEC 60118-7 NOTE: Harmonized as EN 60118-7:1993 (not modified).

__________
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INTRODUCTION

The performance characteristics of hearing aids in actual use can differ significantly from
those determined in accordance with standards such as IEC 60118-0, and IEC 60118-7, due
to differing acoustic influence and coupling presented by individual ears. Measuring methods
that take into account the acoustic coupling and the acoustic influence of the individual
wearer on the performance of hearing aids are therefore important in the fitting of these
devices. Such measuring methods have come to be known as “real-ear measurements” and
are sometimes performed clinically in less than ideal acoustic environments. The accuracy
and repeatability of measurements made under such conditions are complex functions of the
sound field, the test environment, the nature of the test signal, the hearing aid under
evaluation, the method of test signal control, the location of the sound source, the nature of
the data acquisition, analysis and presentation as well as the degree of subject movement
permitted.

This International Standard specifies performance requirements separate from the test
requirements to show conformity. Conformance to the specifications in this International
Standard is demonstrated only when the result of a measurement, extended by the actual
expanded uncertainty of measurement of the testing laboratory, lies fully within the tolerances
specified in this International Standard extended by the values for Umax

 given in table 1.
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