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Foreword 

The text of document 17B/1505/CDV, future edition 2 of IEC 62026-1, prepared by SC 17B, Low-voltage 
switchgear and controlgear, of IEC TC 17, Switchgear and controlgear, was submitted to the 
IEC-CENELEC parallel Unique Acceptance Procedure and was approved by CENELEC as EN 62026-1 
on 2007-09-01. 

The following dates were fixed: 

– latest date by which the EN has to be implemented 
 at national level by publication of an identical 
 national standard or by endorsement 

 
 
(dop) 

 
 
2008-06-01 

– latest date by which the national standards conflicting 
 with the EN have to be withdrawn  

 
(dow) 

 
2010-09-01 

This European Standard has been prepared under a mandate given to CENELEC by the European 
Commission and the European Free Trade Association and covers essential requirements of 
EC Directives EMC (89/336/EEC) and EMC2 (2004/108/EC). See Annex ZZ. 

Annexes ZA and ZZ have been added by CENELEC. 

__________ 

Endorsement notice 

The text of the International Standard IEC 62026-1:2007 was approved by CENELEC as a European 
Standard without any modification. 

__________ 
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INTRODUCTION 

The class of controller-device interfaces (CDIs) covered in this International Standard includes 
industrial CDIs for control systems, factory automation and process automation. 

Industrial CDIs have proliferated to meet specific user needs, but no single CDI meets all 
needs. The reason for multiple solutions is the wide range of physical, usage, information 
content and configuration requirements. The physical requirements have resulted in CDIs with 
widely differing signal and line conditioning mechanisms in order to meet distance, node count 
and environmental considerations. 

While there is wide variation in CDI technologies, there are common components, interfaces 
and environmental requirements that are specified by this standard. Standardized definitions of 
these common CDI requirements assist the user to compare and select technologies to match 
the distance, node count, throughout and installation requirements for a specific application. 

This standard simplifies the CDI selection process by providing a common structure for 
generating a specific CDI’s IEC standard while also allowing specific interface features and 
capabilities to be included. Clauses 1 to 8 contain the outline of general requirements that the 
CDI’s IEC standard identifies. Clause 9 contains the test specification. 

Standardization of CDI aspects also simplifies the task of writing the software for the higher 
layer functions of industrial control systems, such as supervisory control, operator interface 
and control strategy programming. 

For this standard to be complete and usable, it requires the availability of specific CDI 
standards, which make up the other parts of the IEC 62026 series. 
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