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National foreword
This British Standard is the official English language version of 
EN 62056-61:2002. It is identical with IEC 62056-61:2002.

The UK participation in its preparation was entrusted to Technical Committee 
PEL/13, Electricity meters, which has the responsibility to: 

A list of organizations represented on this committee can be obtained on 
request to its secretary.

From 1 January 1997, all IEC publications have the number 60000 added to 
the old number. For instance, IEC 27-1 has been renumbered as IEC 60027-1. 
For a period of time during the change over from one numbering system to the 
other, publications may contain identifiers from both systems

Cross-references
The British Standards which implement international or European 
publications referred to in this document may be found in the BSI Standards 
Catalogue under the section entitled “International Standards Correspondence 
Index”, or by using the “Find” facility of the BSI Standards Electronic 
Catalogue.
A British Standard does not purport to include all the necessary provisions of 
a contract. Users of British Standards are responsible for their correct 
application.

Compliance with a British Standard does not of itself confer immunity 
from legal obligations.

— aid enquirers to understand the text;

— present to the responsible European committee any enquiries on the 
interpretation, or proposals for change, and keep the UK interests 
informed;

— monitor related international and European developments and 
promulgate them in the UK.

Summary of pages
This document comprises a front cover, an inside front cover, the EN title page,
pages 2 to 25 and a back cover.

The BSI copyright date displayed in this document indicates when the
document was last issued.
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Foreword

The text of document 13/1269/FDIS, future edition 1 of IEC 62056-61, prepared by IEC TC 13,
Equipment for electrical energy measurement and load control, was submitted to the IEC-CENELEC
parallel vote and was approved by CENELEC as EN 62056-61 on 2002-03-01.

The following dates were fixed:

� latest date by which the EN has to be implemented
at national level by publication of an identical
national standard or by endorsement (dop) 2003-01-01

� latest date by which the national standards conflicting
with the EN have to be withdrawn (dow) 2005-03-01

The International Electrotechnical Commission (IEC) and CENELEC draw attention to the fact that it is
claimed that compliance with this International Standard / European Standard may involve the use of a
maintenance service concerning the stack of protocols on which the present standard IEC 62056-61 /
EN 62056-61 is based.

The provider of the maintenance service has assured the IEC that he is willing to provide services under
reasonable and non-discriminatory terms and conditions with applicants throughout the world. In this
respect, the statement of the provider of the maintenance service is registered with the IEC. Information
(see also 5.1) may be obtained from:

DLMS 1) User Association
Geneva / Switzerland

www.dlms.ch

The IEC and CENELEC take no position concerning the evidence, validity and scope of this
maintenance service.

Annexes designated "normative" are part of the body of the standard. 
In this standard, annexes A and ZA are normative.
Annex ZA has been added by CENELEC.

__________

Endorsement notice

The text of the International Standard IEC 62056-61:2002 was approved by CENELEC as a European
Standard without any modification.

__________

                                                     

1) Device Language Message Specification
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INTRODUCTION

The competitive electricity market requires an ever-increasing amount of timely information
concerning the usage of electrical energy. Recent technology developments enable to build
intelligent static metering equipment, which are capable of capturing, processing and
communicating this information to all parties involved.

For further analysis of this information, for the purposes of billing, load-, customer- and
contract management, it is necessary to uniquely identify all data in a manufacturer
independent way collected manually or automatically, via local or remote data exchange.

The definition of identification codes is based on DIN 43863-3:1997, Electricity meters –
Part 3: Tariff metering device as additional equipment for electricity meters – EDIS – Energy
Data Identification System
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ELECTRICITY METERING – DATA EXCHANGE FOR
 METER READING, TARIFF AND LOAD CONTROL –

Part 61: Object identification system (OBIS)

1 Scope

The OBject Identification System (OBIS) defines the identification codes (ID-codes) for
commonly used data items in electricity metering equipment. This part of IEC 62056 specifies
the overall structure of the identification system and the mapping of all data items to their
identification codes.

OBIS provides a unique identifier for all data within the metering equipment, including not only
measurement values, but also abstract values used for configuration or obtaining information
about the behaviour of the metering equipment. The ID codes defined in this standard are
used for the identification of

� logical names of the various instances of the interface classes, or objects, as defined in
IEC 62056-62;

� data transmitted through communication lines (see clause A.1);

� data displayed on the metering equipment (see clause A.2).

This standard applies to all types of electricity metering equipment, such as fully integrated
meters, modular meters, tariff attachments, data concentrators etc.

To cover metering equipment measuring energy types other than electricity, combined
metering equipment measuring more than one type of energy or metering equipment with
several physical measurement channels, the concept of channels and medium are introduced.
This allows meter data originating from different sources to be identified. While this standard
fully defines the structure of the identification system for other media, the mapping of non-
electrical energy related data items to ID codes needs to be completed separately.

NOTE CEN TC 294, "Communication systems for meters and remote reading meters" have implemented some non-
electrical energy related codes in draft prEn 13757.

2 Normative references

The following referenced documents are indispensable for the application of this document.
For dated references, only the edition cited applies. For undated references, the latest edition
of the referenced document (including any amendments) applies.

IEC 60050-300:2001, International Electrotechnical Vocabulary – Electrical and electronic
measurements and measuring instruments – Part 311: General terms relating to
measurements – Part 312: General terms relating to electrical measurements – Part 313:
Types of electrical measuring instrument – Part 314: Specific terms according to the type of
instrument

IEC 61268:1995, Alternating current static var-hour meters for reactive energy (classes 2
and 3)

IEC 62051:1999, Electricity metering – Glossary of terms
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IEC 62056-21, Electricity metering – Data exchange for meter reading, tariff and load control
– Part 21: Direct local data exchange 1

IEC 62056-62, Electricity metering – Data exchange for meter reading, tariff and load control
– Part 62: Interface classes 1

3 Terms, definitions and abbreviations

3.1 Terms and definitions

For the purpose of this part of IEC 62056 the terms and definitions given in IEC 60050-300
and IEC 62051, as well as the following apply:

3.2 Abbreviations

COSEM COmpanion Specification for Energy Metering

IC Interface Class

OBIS OBject Identification System

4 OBIS structure

OBIS codes are a combination of six value groups, which describe – in a hierarchical way –
the exact meaning of each data item (see figure 1).

A B C D E F

Figure 1 – OBIS code structure

4.1 Value group A

The value group A defines the characteristic of the data item to be identified (abstract data,
electricity-, gas-, heat-, water-related data).

4.2 Value group B

The value group B defines the channel number, i.e. the number of the input of a metering
equipment having several inputs for the measurement of energy of the same or different types
(e.g. in data concentrators, registration units). Data from different sources can thus be
identified. The definitions for this value group are independent from the value group A.

4.3 Value group C

The value group C defines the abstract or physical data items related to the information
source concerned, e.g. current , voltage , power, volume, temperature. The definitions depend
on the value of the value group A . Measurement, tariff processing and data storage methods
of these quantities are defined by value groups D, E and F.

For abstract data, the hierarchical structure of the 6 code fields is not applicable.

———————
1 To be published

IEC   302/02
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