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Foreword 
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INTRODUCTION 

The widespread use of electrotechnical products has drawn increased attention to their impact 
on the environment. In many countries this has resulted in the adoption of regulations 
affecting wastes, substances and energy use of electrotechnical products. 

The use of certain substances (e.g. lead (Pb), cadmium (Cd) and polybrominated diphenyl 
ethers (PBDEs)) in electrotechnical products, is a source of concern in current and proposed 
regional legislation. 

The purpose of the IEC 62321 series is therefore to provide test methods that will allow the 
electrotechnical industry to determine the levels of certain substances of concern in 
electrotechnical products on a consistent global basis. 

The first edition of IEC 62321:2008 was a single 'stand-alone' standard that included an 
introduction, an overview of test methods, a mechanical sample preparation as well as various 
test method clauses.  

The structure of the new multi-part IEC 62321 series comprises: 

– Determination of certain substances in electrotechnical products – Part 1: Introduction and 
overview. 

– Determination of certain substances in electrotechnical products – Part 2: Disassembly, 
disjointment and mechanical sample preparation. 

The remaining parts specify screening and verification test methods for the determination of 
certain substances, each part representing a given substance.  

WARNING – Persons using this International Standard should be familiar with normal 
laboratory practice. This standard does not purport to address all of the safety 
problems, if any, associated with its use. It is the responsibility of the user to establish 
appropriate safety and health practices and to ensure compliance with any national 
regulatory conditions. 
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