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BS EN 643:2014 BRITISH STANDARD

National foreword

This British Standard is the UK implementation of EN 643:2014. It
supersedes BS EN 643:2002 which is withdrawn.

The UK participation in its preparation was entrusted to Technical
Committee PAI/11, Methods of test for paper, board and pulps.

A list of organizations represented on this committee can be
obtained on request to its secretary.

This publication does not purport to include all the necessary
provisions of a contract. Users are responsible for its correct
application.

© The British Standards Institution 2014. Published by BSI Standards
Limited 2014

ISBN 978 0 580 79419 3
ICS 85.060

Compliance with a British Standard cannot confer immunity from
legal obligations.

This British Standard was published under the authority of the
Standards Policy and Strategy Committee on 31 January 2014.

Amendments issued since publication
Date Text affected
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EUROPEAN STANDARD EN 643

NORME EUROPEENNE
EUROPA'SCHE NORM January 2014

ICS 85.060 Supersedes EN 643:2001

English Version

Paper and board - European list of standard grades of paper and
board for recycling

Papiers et cartons - Liste européenne des sortes standard Papier, Karton und Pappe - Europaische Liste der
de papiers et cartons pour recyclage Altpapier-Standardsorten

This European Standard was approved by CEN on 6 December 2013.

CEN members are bound to comply with the CEN/CENELEC Internal Regulations which stipulate the conditions for giving this European
Standard the status of a national standard without any alteration. Up-to-date lists and bibliographical references concerning such national
standards may be obtained on application to the CEN-CENELEC Management Centre or to any CEN member.

This European Standard exists in three official versions (English, French, German). A version in any other language made by translation
under the responsibility of a CEN member into its own language and notified to the CEN-CENELEC Management Centre has the same
status as the official versions.

CEN members are the national standards bodies of Austria, Belgium, Bulgaria, Croatia, Cyprus, Czech Republic, Denmark, Estonia,
Finland, Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, France, Germany, Greece, Hungary, Iceland, Ireland, Italy, Latvia, Lithuania,
Luxembourg, Malta, Netherlands, Norway, Poland, Portugal, Romania, Slovakia, Slovenia, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland, Turkey and United
Kingdom.
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EUROPEAN COMMITTEE FOR STANDARDIZATION
COMITE EUROPEEN DE NORMALISATION
EUROPAISCHES KOMITEE FUR NORMUNG

CEN-CENELEC Management Centre: Avenue Marnix 17, B-1000 Brussels

© 2014 CEN  All rights of exploitation in any form and by any means reserved Ref. No. EN 643:2014 E
worldwide for CEN national Members.
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Foreword

This document (EN 643:2014) has been prepared by Technical Committee CEN/TC 172 “Pulp, paper and
board”, the secretariat of which is held by DIN.

This European Standard shall be given the status of a national standard, either by publication of an identical
text or by endorsement, at the latest by July 2014 and conflicting national standards shall be withdrawn at the
latest by July 2014.

Attention is drawn to the possibility that some of the elements of this document may be the subject of patent
rights. CEN [and/or CENELEC] shall not be held responsible for identifying any or all such patent rights.

This document supersedes EN 643:2001.
With regard to EN 643:2001, the following changes have been made:

a) due to fundamental changes in waste legislation, the classification of grades has to be adapted (see
introduction);

b) the terminology has been modified to be in accordance with the use of the product for paper recycling;

c) introduction in the classification tables of two new columns, one specifying the limits for non-paper
components, and one specifying the limits of unwanted material;

d) addition of “Bibliography”;

e) editorial updating.

According to the CEN/CENELEC Internal Regulations, the national standards organisations of the following
countries are bound to implement this European Standard: Austria, Belgium, Bulgaria, Croatia, Cyprus, Czech
Republic, Denmark, Estonia, Finland, Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, France, Germany, Greece,

Hungary, Iceland, Ireland, Italy, Latvia, Lithuania, Luxembourg, Malta, Netherlands, Norway, Poland, Portugal,
Romania, Slovakia, Slovenia, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland, Turkey and the United Kingdom.
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Introduction

This document, the European list of standard grades of paper and board for recycling, is intended to be used
by industry professionals, organisations and individuals with an interest in the paper-recycling sector. It is
intended to assist them in the buying and selling of these raw materials, which are intended for recycling by
the paper and board industry without the need of additional sorting prior to use at a paper mill.

The definition for ‘prohibited materials' and the limits for non-paper components provide guidance and support
for Customs and Excise Officers who are required to differentiate these raw materials from waste in the
context of supranational legislation on the control of waste shipments.

Furthermore, it is recommended that this document is used at all national levels in all official reports and in the
day-to-day operation of companies. It secures the quality of the supply of paper and board for recycling to the
paper mills through responsible sourcing of the paper industry's raw materials.

The major criterion is the use of the product for paper recycling. To take account of this criterion, the English
terminology of EN 643 has been amended by substituting the term “Recovered paper and board” by “Paper
and board for recycling” in the title and throughout the document.

The revision of EN 643 coincides with a fundamental change in waste legislation. The Waste Framework
Directive (Directive 2008/98/EC [5]) introduces a procedure for defining End-of-Waste (EoW) criteria, which a
given waste stream need to fulfil in order to cease to be waste.

The End-of-Waste criteria require compliance with EN 643, the provision of information on material that has
ceased to be waste and the implementation of a quality management system.

It should be pointed out that the code numbers used to denote specific grades are not consecutive, as some
grades have lost their importance in recent years. This affects grades 1.08, 1.10, 2.09 and 3.07. Wherever
possible, the classification of grades was not changed compared to the previous version of this standard.
Finally, a limit for non-paper components is set for every grade, typically below 1,5 %, weight by weight. Much
effort was given to the definition of tolerance levels for non-paper components and unwanted materials. The
definition of tolerance levels reduces the need for individual agreements between buyer and supplier.
However, specific agreements between individual buyers and suppliers may be used. Higher tolerances lead
to non-standard grades.

This document has been prepared and supported by the following European organisations:

— CEPI  Confederation of European Paper Industries;

— ERPA European Recovered Paper Association;

— FEAD European Federation of Waste Management and Environmental Service.
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