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National foreword

This British Standard has been prepared by Technical Committee AGE/32 and is 
the English language version of EN 708:1996 Agricultural machinery — Soil 
working machines with powered tools — Safety, including amendment A1:2000, 
published by the European Committee for Standardization (CEN). 
The United Kingdom as a member of CEN is obliged to publish EN 708:1996 as a 
British Standard. However attention is drawn to the fact that during the 
development of this European Standard the United Kingdom has consistently 
voted against its approval as an EN. The UK believes that the standard is 
deficient in certain safety requirements compared with the state of the art for 
these machines in the UK and that in consequence the standard fails to meet 
some of the essential requirements of the EC Machinery Safety Directive, 89/392 
and amendments, which it claims to meet.
Although CEN approved EN 708:1996 for publication in its present form there is 
no reference to it in the Official Journal of the European Communities. It should 
therefore be noted that until the standard is listed in the Official Journal, 
compliance with it will not give automatic presumption of compliance either with 
the relevant essential requirements of the EC Machinery Directive or the UK 
Supply of Machinery (Safety) Regulations 1992 as amended in 1994.
As part of BSI’s duty of care we draw attention to users of BS EN 708:1997 of our 
concern that the standard contains inadequate requirements for protection of 
personnel against unintentional contact with the powered tools specifically with 
regard to clause 4.2.2 and the absence of a strength requirement for barriers and 
lateral guards. BSI will assume no liability whatsoever for any failure on the part 
of any user of this standard to consider these aspects.
Cross-references
The British Standards which implement international or European publications 
referred to in this document may be found in the BSI Standards Catalogue under 
the section entitled “International Standards Correspondence Index”, or by using 
the “Find” facility of the BSI Standards Electronic Catalogue.
A British Standard does not purport to include all the necessary provisions of a 
contract. Users of British Standards are responsible for their correct application.

Compliance with a British Standard does not of itself confer immunity 
from legal obligations.

Summary of pages
This document comprises a front cover, an inside front cover, pages i and ii, 
the EN title page, pages 2 to 15 and a back cover.
The BSI copyright notice displayed in this document indicates when the 
document was last issued.
Sidelining in this document indicates the most recent changes by amendment.
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EUROPEAN STANDARD

NORME EUROPÉENNE

EUROPÄISCHE NORM
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February 1996

+ A1
March 2000
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Descriptors: Agricultural machinery, tilling equipment, safety of machines, safety requirements, accident prevention, 
safety devices, locking devices, hazards, marking

English version

Agricultural machinery — Soil working machines with 
powered tools — Safety

(includes amendment A1:2000)

Matériel agricole — Machines de travail du sol à 
outils animés — Sécurité
(inclut l’amendement A1:2000)

Landmaschinen — Bodenbearbeitungsgeräte 
mit kraftbetriebenen Werkzeugen — Sicherheit
(enthält Änderung A1:2000)

This European Standard was approved by CEN on 1996-01-15. Amendment A1
was approved by CEN on 2000-01-23.CEN members are bound to comply with
the CEN/CENELEC Internal Regulations which stipulate the conditions for
giving this European Standard the status of a national standard without any
alteration.
Up-to-date lists and bibliographical references concerning such national
standards may be obtained on application to the Central Secretariat or to any
CEN member.
This European Standard exists in three official versions (English, French,
German). A version in any other language made by translation under the
responsibility of a CEN member into its own language and notified to the
Central Secretariat has the same status as the official versions.
CEN members are the national standards bodies of Austria, Belgium,
Denmark, Finland, France, Germany, Greece, Iceland, Ireland, Italy,
Luxembourg, Netherlands, Norway, Portugal, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland and
United Kingdom.

CEN

European Committee for Standardization
Comité Européen de Normalisation
Europäisches Komitee für Normung

Central Secretariat: rue de Stassart 36, B-1050 Brussels

© 1996 Copyright reserved to CEN members
Ref. No. EN 708:1996 + A1:2000 E
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Foreword

This European Standard was prepared by the 
Technical Committee CEN/TC 144, Tractors and 
machinery for agriculture and forestry, of which the 
secretariat is held by AFNOR.
This European Standard has been prepared under a 
mandate given to CEN by the European 
Commission and the European Free Trade 
Association, and supports essential requirements of 
EC Directive(s).
This European Standard shall be given the status of 
a national standard, either by publication of an 
identical text or by endorsement, at the latest by 
August 1996, and conflicting national standards 
shall be withdrawn at the latest by August 1996.
According to the CEN/CENELEC Internal 
Regulations, the national standards organizations 
of the following countries are bound to implement 
this European Standard: Austria, Belgium, 
Denmark, Finland, France, Germany, Greece, 
Iceland, Ireland, Italy, Luxembourg, Netherlands, 
Norway, Portugal, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland and 
the United Kingdom.

Foreword to amendment A1
This amendment EN 708:1996/A1:2000 to 
EN 708:1996 has been prepared by Technical 
Committee CEN/TC 144, Tractors and machinery 
for agriculture and forestry, the Secretariat of which 
is held by AFNOR.
This amendment to the European Standard 
EN 708:1996 shall be given the status of a national 
standard, either by publication of an identical text 
or by endorsement, at the latest by September 2000, 
and conflicting national standards shall be 
withdrawn at the latest by September 2000.
This amendment to the European Standard 
EN 708:1996 has been prepared under a mandate 
given to CEN by the European Commission and the 
European Free Trade Association, and supports 
essential requirements of EU Directive(s).
For relationship with EU Directive(s), see 
informative Annex ZA, which is an integral part of 
this standard.
According to the CEN/CENELEC Internal 
Regulations, the national standards organizations 
of the following countries are bound to implement 
this European Standard: Austria, Belgium, Czech 
Republic, Denmark, Finland, France, Germany, 
Greece, Iceland, Ireland, Italy, Luxembourg, 
Netherlands, Norway, Portugal, Spain, Sweden, 
Switzerland and the United Kingdom.
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