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National foreword

This British Standard is the official English language version of  
EN 81-73:2005.

The UK participation in its preparation was entrusted to Technical Committee   
MHE/4, Lifts, Hoists, and Escalators, which has the responsibility to:

A list of organizations represented on this committee can be obtained on 
request to its secretary.

Cross-references
The British Standards which implement international or European 
publications referred to in this document may be found in the BSI Catalogue
under the section entitled “International Standards Correspondence Index”, or 
by using the “Search” facility of the BSI Electronic Catalogue or of British 
Standards Online.

This publication does not purport to include all the necessary provisions of a 
contract. Users are responsible for its correct application.

Compliance with a British Standard does not of itself confer immunity 
from legal obligations.

— aid enquirers to understand the text;

— present to the responsible international/European committee any 
enquiries on the interpretation, or proposals for change, and keep the 
UK interests informed;

— monitor related international and European developments and 
promulgate them in the UK.

Summary of pages

This document comprises a front cover, an inside front cover, the EN title page, 
pages 2 to 16, an inside back cover and a back cover.

The BSI copyright notice displayed in this document indicates when the 
document was last issued.
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Foreword 

This document EN 81-73:2005 has been prepared by Technical Committee CEN/TC 10 “Lifts, escalators and 
moving walks”, the secretariat of which is held by AFNOR. 

This European Standard shall be given the status of a national standard, either by publication of an identical text or 
by endorsement, at the latest by November 2005, and conflicting national standards shall be withdrawn at the latest 
by November 2005. 

This document has been prepared under a mandate given to CEN by the European Commission and the European 
Free Trade Association, and supports essential requirements of EU Directive(s). 

For relationship with EU Directive(s), see informative Annex ZA, which is an integral part of this document. 

This standard is part of the EN 81 series of standards “Safety rules for the construction and installation of lifts” and 
is complementary to the introduction of EN 81-1 and EN 81-2. This is the first edition. 

This document includes a Bibliography. 

According to the CEN/CENELEC Internal Regulations, the national standards organizations of the following 
countries are bound to implement this European Standard: Austria, Belgium, Cyprus, Czech Republic, Denmark, 
Estonia, Finland, France, Germany, Greece, Hungary, Iceland, Ireland, Italy, Latvia, Lithuania, Luxembourg, Malta, 
Netherlands, Norway, Poland, Portugal, Slovakia, Slovenia, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland and United Kingdom. 
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Introduction 

This document is a type C standard as stated in EN ISO 12100-2:2003. 

The lifts concerned and the extent to which hazards, hazardous situations and events are covered are indicated in 
the scope of this document. 

When provisions of this type C standard are different from those which are stated in type A or B standards, the 
provisions of this type C standard take precedence over the provisions of the other standards, for lifts that have 
been designed and built according to the provisions of this type C standard.

At present there are no European and only few national regulations for lifts which include specifications related to 
the behaviour of lifts in the case of a fire in a building, except for firefighters lifts and the testing of the fire 
resistance of landing doors. In some instances, locally required notices can be found such as “Do not use lift in 
case of fire”. 

This has the consequence that persons may be able to use lifts whilst a fire is in the building due to the fact that 
they are not aware of this potential critical situation and the lifts are not taken out of service. Except for some 
particular cases it is not intended that lifts should be used in the event of fire. 

This European Standard deals with: 

a) reducing the risk of passengers being trapped in a car in the event of a fire in a building; 

b) clearly showing the firefighters/rescue teams that the lift contains no trapped passengers since it will be finally 
parked at a designated floor; 

c) reducing the risk of passengers in the car being exposed to fire and smoke. 

The contents of this standard are based on the following assumptions: 

⎯ requirements apply to all passenger and goods passenger lifts with all types of drives; 

⎯ there needs to be a clear separation between the functioning of the building management system and the lift 
control system; 

⎯ automatic fire detection system initiates the signal to the lift causing a specific reaction of the lift. Alternatively, 
a manual recall device is interfaced with the lift in order to send input signals to the lift; 

⎯ lift control system determines the reaction of the lift) on receipt of a signal from the fire detection system; 

⎯ lift is in normal operation and is available for passenger use; 

⎯ fire alarm system is operating as intended; 

⎯ dependent upon the fire alarm system in the building and the management of this information, different 
reactions of the lift are possible; 

⎯ building designers, architects or planners shall consider this standard with care. The provision of even a 
manual recall device, or a fire detector on each landing will greatly improve the level of safety for persons in a 
building in the event of a fire; 

⎯ ISO/TS 14798 was used as the risk assessment methodology. 

Full document details: BS EN 81-73:2005

http://dx.doi.org/10.3403/02925556
http://dx.doi.org/10.3403/19977787U
http://www.avadocuments.com/doc/bs-en-81-73-2005
http://www.avadocuments.com/doc/bs-en-81-73-2005

