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National foreword

This British Standard is the UK implementation of EN 959:2018. It 
supersedes BS EN 959:2007, which is withdrawn.

The UK participation in its preparation was entrusted to Technical 
Committee SW/136/5, Sports, Playground and other Recreational 
Equipment - Mountaineering Equipment.

A list of organizations represented on this committee can be obtained on 
request to its secretary.

This publication does not purport to include all the necessary provisions 
of a contract. Users are responsible for its correct application.
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EN 959:2018 (E)

European foreword

This document (EN  959:2018) has been prepared by Technical Committee CEN/TC  136 “Sports, 
playground and other recreational facilities and equipment”, the secretariat of which is held by DIN.

This European Standard shall be given the status of a national standard, either by publication of an 
identical text or by endorsement, at the latest by June 2019, and conflicting national standards shall be 
withdrawn at the latest by June 2019.

Attention is drawn to the possibility that some of the elements of this document may be the subject of 
patent rights. CEN shall not be held responsible for identifying any or all such patent rights.

This document supersedes EN 959:2007.

Changes made in comparison with EN 959:2007:

a)	 definition for “eye” added;

b)	 definition for “connector” added;

c)	 classes for rock anchors added in 4.1 “materials” and amendments of 4.1;

d)	 amendment of 4.2 “Design” and change of the overall thickness of the border of the eye;

e)	 amendment of 5.3.2 “Determination of load-bearing capacity”;

f)	 amendment of Clause 6 “Marking”;

g)	 amendment of Clause 7 “Information supplied by the manufacturer”;

h)	 inclusion of informative Annex C “Stress corrosion cracking of steel anchors”;

i)	 Annex C “General guidance for placing rock anchors” changed to Annex D;

j)	 editorial amendments;

k)	 introduction of a new class of rock anchor designed especially for the top of a route for 
lowering/rappelling.

According to the CEN-CENELEC Internal Regulations, the national standards organizations of the 
following countries are bound to implement this European Standard: Austria, Belgium, Bulgaria, Croatia, 
Cyprus, Czech Republic, Denmark, Estonia, Finland, Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, France, 
Germany, Greece, Hungary, Iceland, Ireland, Italy, Latvia, Lithuania, Luxembourg, Malta, Netherlands, 
Norway, Poland, Portugal, Romania, Serbia, Slovakia, Slovenia, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland, Turkey and 
the United Kingdom.
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EN 959:2018 (E)

Introduction

The text of this document is based on the former UIAA Standard P (Union Internationale des 
Associations d'Alpinisme), which has been prepared with international participation.

This document is one of a package of standards for mountaineering equipment, see Annex A.
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