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Committees responsible for this 
British Standard

The preparation of this British Standard was entrusted to Technical 
Committee CH/68, General terminology, symbols and information provided 
with medical devices, upon which the following bodies were represented:

Association of Anaesthetists of Great Britain and Ireland

Association of British Dispensing Opticians

Association of British Health-care Industries

Association of Contact Lens Manufacturers

British Anaesthetic and Respiratory Equipment Manufacturers’ Association

British Dental Trade Association

British Institute of Radiology

College of Radiographers

Department of Health

Health and Safety Executive

Institution of Physics and Engineering in Medicine and Biology

Medical Sterile Products Association

Ministry of Defence

National Blood Authority

Royal College of Surgeons of England

Surgical Dressings Manufacturers’ Association
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Full document details: BS EN 980
National foreword

This British Standard has been prepared by Technical Committee CH/68 and is 
the English language version of EN 980:1996, Graphical symbols for use in the 
labelling of medical devices, including amendments A1:1999 and A2:2001, 
published by the European Committee for Standardization (CEN).

Cross-references

The British Standards which implement international or European publications 
referred to in this document may be found in the BSI Standards Catalogue under 
the section entitled “International Standards Correspondence Index” or by using 
the “Find facility” of the BSI Standards Electronic Catalogue.

A British Standard does not purport to include all the necessary provisions of a 
contract. Users of British Standards are responsible for their correct application.

Compliance with a British Standard does not of itself confer immunity 
from legal obligations.
© BSI 7 February 2002

Summary of pages

This document comprises a front cover, an inside front cover, pages i and ii, the 
EN title page, pages 2 to 10, an inside back cover and a back cover.

The BSI copyright notice displayed in this document indicates when the 
document was last issued.

Sidelining in this document indicates the most recent changes by amendment.
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ICS 01.040.11; 01.080.20; 11.020

Descriptors: Medical equipment, labelling, informati
on, graphic symbols, specifications

English version

Graphical symbols for use in the labelling of medical devices
(includes amendments A1:1999 and A2:2001)
Symboles graphiques utilisés pour l’étiquetage 
des dispositifs médicaux
(inclut les amendements A1:1999 et A2:2001)

Graphische Symbole zur Kennzeichnung von 
Medizinprodukten
(enthält Änderungen A1:1999 und A2:2001)
This European Standard was approved by CEN on 1996-05-01; amendment A1
was approved by CEN on 1999-08-01; amendment A2 was approved by CEN on
2001-06-16. CEN members are bound to comply with the CEN/CENELEC
Internal Regulations which stipulate the conditions for giving this European
Standard the status of a national standard without any alteration.
Up-to-date lists and bibliographical references concerning such national
standards may be obtained on application to the Central Secretariat or to any
CEN member.
This European Standard exists in three official versions (English, French,
German). A version in any other language made by translation under the
responsibility of a CEN member into its own language and notified to the
Central Secretariat has the same status as the official versions.
CEN members are the national standards bodies of Austria, Belgium,
Denmark, Finland, France, Germany, Greece, Iceland, Ireland, Italy,
Luxembourg, Netherlands, Norway, Portugal, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland and
United Kingdom.
CEN
European Committee for Standardization

Comite Europeen de Normalisation
Europaisches Komitee fur Normung

Central Secretariat: rue de Stassart 36, B-1050 Brussels

yright reserved to CEN members
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