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European foreword 

This document (EN IEC 60335-2-23:2023) consists of the text of IEC 60335-2-23:2016 prepared by 
IEC/TC 61 “Safety of household and similar electrical appliances”. 
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implemented at national level by publication of an
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(dop) 2024–03–01 

• latest date by which the national standards
conflicting with this document have to be withdrawn

(dow) 2026–03–01 

This document supersedes EN 60335-2-23:2003. 

Attention is drawn to the possibility that some of the elements of this document may be the subject of 
patent rights. CENELEC shall not be held responsible for identifying any or all such patent rights. 

EN IEC 60335-2-23:2023 is to be read in conjunction with EN IEC 60335-2-23:2023/A1:2023 and 
EN IEC 60335-2-23:2023/A11:2023. 

Any feedback and questions on this document should be directed to the users’ national committee. A 
complete listing of these bodies can be found on the CENELEC website. 

Endorsement notice 

The text of the International Standard IEC 60335-2-23:2016 was approved by CENELEC as a 
European Standard without any modification. 

European foreword to amendment A1

This document (EN IEC 60335-2-23:2023/A1:2023) consists of the text of IEC 
60335-2-23:2016/A1:2019 prepared by IEC/TC 61 “Safety of household and similar electrical 
appliances”. 

The following dates are fixed: 

(dop) 2024–03–01• latest date by which this document has to be
implemented at national level by publication of an
identical national standard or by endorsement

• latest date by which the national standards
conflicting with this document have to be withdrawn

(dow) 2026–03–01 

Attention is drawn to the possibility that some of the elements of this document may be the subject of 
patent rights. CENELEC shall not be held responsible for identifying any or all such patent rights. 

This document is read in conjunction with EN IEC 60335-2-23:2023/A11:2023. 

Any feedback and questions on this document should be directed to the users’ national committee. A 
complete listing of these bodies can be found on the CENELEC website. 

Endorsement notice 

The text of the International Standard IEC 60335-2-23:2016/A1:2019 was approved by CENELEC as a 
European Standard without any modification. 
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European foreword to amendment A11

This document (EN IEC 60335-2-23:2023/A11:2023) was prepared by the Technical Committee CENELEC 
TC 61, “Safety of household and similar electrical appliances”. 

The following dates are fixed: 

(dop) 2024–03–01• latest date by which this document has to be
implemented at national level by publication of an
identical national standard or by endorsement

• latest date by which the national standards
conflicting with this document have to be withdrawn

(dow) 2026–03–01 

Attention is drawn to the possibility that some of the elements of this document may be the subject of patent 
rights. CENELEC shall not be held responsible for identifying any or all such patent rights. 

This document is read in conjunction with EN IEC 60335-2-23:2023 and EN IEC 60335-2-
23:2023/A1:2023. 

The numbering system for European clauses, subclauses, notes, tables, figures and annexes that are 
additional to those in the IEC standard are prefixed with the letter “Z”. 

Any feedback and questions on this document should be directed to the users’ national committee. A 
complete listing of these bodies can be found on the CENELEC website. 
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INTERNATIONAL ELECTROTECHNICAL COMMISSION 

____________ 

HOUSEHOLD AND SIMILAR ELECTRICAL APPLIANCES – SAFETY –  

Part 2-23: Particular requirements for appliances for skin or hair care 

FOREWORD 
1) The International Electrotechnical Commission (IEC) is a worldwide organization for standardization comprising

all national electrotechnical committees (IEC National Committees). The object of IEC is to promote
international co-operation on all questions concerning standardization in the electrical and electronic fields. To
this end and in addition to other activities, IEC publishes International Standards, Technical Specifications,
Technical Reports, Publicly Available Specifications (PAS) and Guides (hereafter referred to as “IEC
Publication(s)”). Their preparation is entrusted to technical committees; any IEC National Committee interested
in the subject dealt with may participate in this preparatory work. International, governmental and non-
governmental organizations liaising with the IEC also participate in this preparation. IEC collaborates closely
with the International Organization for Standardization (ISO) in accordance with conditions determined by
agreement between the two organizations.

2) The formal decisions or agreements of IEC on technical matters express, as nearly as possible, an international
consensus of opinion on the relevant subjects since each technical committee has representation from all
interested IEC National Committees.

3) IEC Publications have the form of recommendations for international use and are accepted by IEC National
Committees in that sense. While all reasonable efforts are made to ensure that the technical content of IEC
Publications is accurate, IEC cannot be held responsible for the way in which they are used or for any
misinterpretation by any end user.

4) In order to promote international uniformity, IEC National Committees undertake to apply IEC Publications
transparently to the maximum extent possible in their national and regional publications. Any divergence
between any IEC Publication and the corresponding national or regional publication shall be clearly indicated in
the latter.

5) IEC itself does not provide any attestation of conformity. Independent certification bodies provide conformity
assessment services and, in some areas, access to IEC marks of conformity. IEC is not responsible for any
services carried out by independent certification bodies.

6) All users should ensure that they have the latest edition of this publication.

7) No liability shall attach to IEC or its directors, employees, servants or agents including individual experts and
members of its technical committees and IEC National Committees for any personal injury, property damage or
other damage of any nature whatsoever, whether direct or indirect, or for costs (including legal fees) and
expenses arising out of the publication, use of, or reliance upon, this IEC Publication or any other IEC
Publications.

8) Attention is drawn to the Normative references cited in this publication. Use of the referenced publications is
indispensable for the correct application of this publication.

9) Attention is drawn to the possibility that some of the elements of this IEC Publication may be the subject of
patent rights. IEC shall not be held responsible for identifying any or all such patent rights.
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This part of International Standard IEC 60335 has been prepared by IEC technical committee 
61: Safety of household and similar electrical appliances. 

This sixth edition constitutes a technical revision. 

The principal changes in this edition as compared with the fourth edition of IEC 60335-2-23 
are as follows (minor changes are not listed): 

• added hair straighteners to the list of examples covered by the standard;

• modified 7.12 to apply to appliances, and not just to hairdryers.

• added new instructions in 7.12 for hair straighteners and curling irons

• exempted fixed hairdryers and fixed hand dryers from alternative format of instructions;

• excluded detachable curler surfaces from temperature rise requirement in Subclause 11.8;

• clarified in Subclause 19.7 that the appliance shall not emit flame after the test;

• clarified method of test and compliance criteria in Subclause 21.101;

• added requirement in 22.13 to delineate handles on curling irons and hair straighteners;

• in 22.103, added a requirement for protection against hair being pulled into hair dryer
intake;

• revised Subclause 24.101 to indicate that protective devices shall not be self-resetting;

• reviewed and converted notes to normative text in Subclauses 19.7, 22.32, and 25.14.

This publication has been drafted in accordance with the ISO/IEC Directives, Part 2. 

This part 2 is to be used in conjunction with the latest edition of IEC 60335-1 and its 
amendments. It was established on the basis of the fifth edition (2010) of that standard. 

NOTE 1 When “Part 1” is mentioned in this standard, it refers to IEC 60335-1. 

This part 2 supplements or modifies the corresponding clauses in IEC 60335-1, so as to 
convert that publication into the IEC standard: Safety requirements for appliances for skin or 
hair care. 

When a particular subclause of Part 1 is not mentioned in this part 2, that subclause applies 
as far as is reasonable. When this standard states “addition”, “modification” or “replacement”, 
the relevant text in Part 1 is to be adapted accordingly. 

NOTE 2 The following numbering system is used: 

– subclauses, tables and figures that are numbered starting from 101 are additional to those in Part 1;

– unless notes are in a new subclause or involve notes in Part 1, they are numbered starting from 101, including
those in a replaced clause or subclause;

– additional annexes are lettered AA, BB, etc.

NOTE 3 The following print types are used: 

– requirements: in roman type;
– test specifications: in italic type;
– notes: in small roman type.

Words in bold in the text are defined in Clause 3. When a definition concerns an adjective, 
the adjective and the associated noun are also in bold. 

IEC 60335-2-23:2016+A1:2019 © IEC 2019 
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The committee has decided that the contents of the base publication and its amendment will 
remain unchanged until the stability date indicated on the IEC web site under 
"http://webstore.iec.ch" in the data related to the specific publication. At this date, the 
publication will be  

• reconfirmed,

• withdrawn,

• replaced by a revised edition, or

• amended.

NOTE 4 The attention of National Committees is drawn to the fact that equipment manufacturers and testing 
organizations may need a transitional period following publication of a new, amended or revised IEC publication in 
which to make products in accordance with the new requirements and to equip themselves for conducting new or 
revised tests. 

It is the recommendation of the committee that the content of the publication be adopted for implementation 
nationally not earlier than 12 months or later than 36 months from the date of publication. 

The following differences exist in the countries indicated below. 

– 3.1.9: Normal operation is different (USA).

– 6.1: Appliances fitted with a supply cord may be of class 0 (USA).

– 6.2: The addition does not apply (USA).

– Clause 7: Additional markings and instructions are required (USA).

– 11.7: Rest periods are not allowed (USA).

– 11.8: Surface temperature requirement is different (USA).

– 11.101: The test is not carried out (USA).

– 19.2: Different methods are used to restrict heat dissipation (USA).

– 19.101: The test is different (USA).

– 19.102: The test is different (USA).

– 21.101: The test is different (USA).

– Clause 22: Hand-held hairdryers are required to incorporate a protective device to comply with an immersion
test (USA).

– 22.36: The requirement does not apply (USA).

– 22.102: The requirement does not apply (USA).

– 24.1.3: The number of cycles of operation is different (USA).

– 24.101: The requirement does not apply (USA).

– 25.7: PVC sheathed cords are not allowed if they could contact surfaces over 121 °C (USA).

– 25.14: The test is different (USA).

– 25.101: The test is different (USA).

IMPORTANT – The 'colour inside' logo on the cover page of this publication indicates 
that it contains colours which are considered to be useful for the correct 
understanding of its contents. Users should therefore print this document using a 
colour printer. 
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