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National foreword

This British Standard is the official English language version of 
EN ISO 14557:2002+A1:2007. It is identical to ISO 14557:2002, 
incorporating amendment 1:2007. It partially supersedes BS 3165:1986 
for Class A and Class C hoses. BS 3165:1986 will still remain in force 
for Class B hoses.
The UK participation in its preparation was entrusted by Technical 
Committee FSH/17, Fire brigade equipment, to Subcommittee FSH/17/ , 
Hoses for fire service use.
The start and finish of text introduced or altered by amendment is 
indicated in the text by tags. Tags indicating changes to ISO text carry 
the number of the ISO amendment. For example, text altered by ISO 
amendment 1 is indicated by !".
A list of organizations represented on this subcommittee can be 
obtained on request to its secretary.
The UK National annex NA attached to this standard provides 
information on suction hoses for UK fire fighting vehicles.
This publication does not purport to include all the necessary provisions 
of a contract. Users are responsible for its correct application. 
Compliance with a British Standard cannot confer immunity 
from legal obligations.
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Foreword

This document (EN ISO 14557:2002) has been prepared by Technical Committee CEN/TC 192 "Fire service
equipment", the secretariat of which is held by BSI, in collaboration with Technical Committee ISO/TC 45
"Equipment for fire protection and fire fighting".

This European Standard shall be given the status of a national standard, either by publication of an identical text or
by endorsement, at the latest by June 2003, and conflicting national standards shall be withdrawn at the latest by
June 2003.

Recommendations on the frequency at which tests specified in this standard should be carried out are given in
annex F.

Users of this standard are advised to consider the desirability of independent certification of product conformity with
this standard based on testing and continuing surveillance, which may be coupled with assessment of a supplier’s
quality systems against EN ISO 9001.

According to the CEN/CENELEC Internal Regulations, the national standards organizations of the following
countries are bound to implement this European Standard: Austria, Belgium, Czech Republic, Denmark, Finland,
France, Germany, Greece, Iceland, Ireland, Italy, Luxembourg, Malta, Netherlands, Norway, Portugal, Spain,
Sweden, Switzerland and the United Kingdom.

Introduction

This European Standard is mainly concerned with fire service suction hoses for fire-fighting, used manually to
supply unpressurized water to the pump.

BS EN ISO 14557:2002+A1:2007
EN ISO 14557:2002+A1:2007 (E)

Foreword  

This document (EN ISO 14557:2002/A1:2007) has been prepared by Technical Committee CEN/TC 192 "Fire 
service equipment", the secretariat of which is held by BSI, in collaboration with Technical Committee ISO/TC 
45 "Rubber and rubber products". 

This Amendment to the European Standard EN ISO 14557: shall be given the status of a national standard, 
either by publication of an identical text or by endorsement, at the latest by April 2008, and conflicting national 
standards shall be withdrawn at the latest by April 2008. 

According to the CEN/CENELEC Internal Regulations, the national standards organizations of the following 
countries are bound to implement this European Standard: Austria, Belgium, Bulgaria, Cyprus, Czech 
Republic, Denmark, Estonia, Finland, France, Germany, Greece, Hungary, Iceland, Ireland, Italy, Latvia, 
Lithuania, Luxembourg, Malta, Netherlands, Norway, Poland, Portugal, Romania, Slovakia, Slovenia, Spain, 
Sweden, Switzerland and the United Kingdom. 
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1 Scope

This European Standard gives requirements and test methods for rubber and plastics suction hoses for fire-fighting
purposes.

NOTE 1 All pressures are expressed in megapascals. 1 MPa = 10 bar.

Additional requirements are specified for hose assemblies, that is, hoses with couplings already fitted, where this is
carried out by the hose manufacturer (see clause 8).

Type A (Rubber) hoses are intended for use at a minimum temperature of -20 �C and Type B (Thermoplastics)
hoses are intended for use at a minimum temperature of -10 �C.

NOTE 2 Hoses for use at temperatures lower than those specified above can be supplied by agreement between the
manufacturer and purchaser. In this case, the low temperature flexibility test (see 6.3) should be carried out at the specified
temperature.

2 Normative references

This European Standard incorporates by dated or undated reference, provisions from other publications. These
normative references are cited at the appropriate places in the text, and the publications are listed hereafter. For
dated references, subsequent amendments to or revisions of any of these publications apply to this European
Standard only when incorporated in it by amendment or revision. For undated references the latest edition of the
publication referred to applies (including amendments).

ISO 176:1976, Plastics — Determination of loss of plasticizers — Activated carbon method.

ISO 1307, Rubber and plastics hoses for general-purpose industrial applications — Bore diameters and tolerances,
and tolerances on length.

ISO 1402, Rubber and plastics hoses and hose assemblies — Hydrostatic testing.

ISO 1746, Rubber or plastics hoses and tubing — Bending tests.

ISO 4672:1997, Rubber and plastics hoses — Sub-ambient temperature flexibility tests.

ISO 7233, Rubber and plastics hoses and hose assemblies — Determination of suction resistance.

ISO 7326:1991, Rubber and plastics hoses — Assessment of ozone resistance under static conditions.

ISO 8330, Rubber and plastics hoses and hose assemblies — Vocabulary.

ISO 8033, Rubber and plastics hoses — Determination of adhesion between components.

ISO 11758, Rubber and plastics hoses — Exposure to a xenon arc lamp — Determination of changes in colour and
appearance.
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3 Terms and definitions

For the purposes of this European Standard, the terms and definitions for working pressure, proof pressure and
burst pressure given in ISO 8330 apply.

4 Classification

4.1 Type (hose construction)

Type A hoses shall consist of:

a) a rubber lining uniform in thickness, reasonably concentric and free from holes, porosity and other defects;

b) a textile reinforcement applied uniformly by any suitable method;

c) an embedded wire helix or helices evenly and uniformly applied and made from metallic material that allows
the hose to meet the specification requirements;

d) a rubber cover, ozone resistant, uniform in quality and thickness and free from defects.

Type B hoses shall consist of a flexible, thermoplastics material supported in its mass by a helix of rigid polymeric
material. The reinforcement and flexible components of the hose wall shall be fixed and free from cracks, porosity,
foreign inclusions or other defects.

4.2 Hose ends

The hose ends shall be compatible with suction hose couplings conforming to the relevant national standards.

NOTE Where soft ends or wire-free ends are used for type A hoses, they should have an additional rubberized textile
reinforcement applied as a cuff over the wire-free portion and the first turn of the embedded wire helix.

The hose ends should be capped or sealed to prevent ingress of water.

Specifying the dimensions of the soft or wire-free ends may be the subject of an agreement between the
manufacturer and the purchaser.

5 Dimensions, tolerances and maximum mass

5.1 Inside diameter and maximum mass

The dimensions of the hose and tolerances, when measured in accordance with ISO 4671, shall conform to the
requirements given in Table 1. The mass per metre length of the hose shall be in accordance with Table 1.

BS EN ISO 14557:2002+A1:2007
EN ISO 14557:2002+A1:2007 (E)

Full document details: BS EN ISO 14557:2002+A1:2007

http://dx.doi.org/10.3403/02007803U
http://dx.doi.org/10.3403/02019743U
http://www.avadocuments.com/doc/bs-en-iso-14557-2002-a1-2007
http://www.avadocuments.com/doc/bs-en-iso-14557-2002-a1-2007


7

Table 1 — Inside diameter, tolerances on inside diameter and maximum mass per unit length

Inside diameter Tolerances for inside Mass per unit length
diameter

mm mm kg/m
Type A Type B

45 �0,2 to +1,0 2,0 1,0
50 �0,2 to +1,0 2,3 1,6
52 �0,2 to +1,0 2,3 1,6
65 �0,2 to +1,5 3,2 2,0
70 �0,2 to +1,5 3,7 2,6
75 �0,2 to +1,5 4,1 3,0
76 �0,2 to +1,5 4,1 3,0
90 �0,2 to +1,5 6,0 4,0
100 �0,2 to +1,5 6,7 4,5
102 �0,2 to +1,5 6,7 4,5
110 �0,2 to +1,5 7,0 4,7
125 �0,5 to +2,0 7,8 5,0
140 �0,5 to +2,0 8,9 6,0
150 �0,5 to +2,0 11,0 8,0

5.2 Length and tolerances on length

The total length of hose supplied shall be in accordance with the purchaser’s requirements and shall be stated in
metres. Tolerances on length shall be in accordance with ISO 1307. Tolerances for fixed hose lengths shall be
specified by agreement between the purchaser and the manufacturer.

6 Performance requirements of finished hose

6.1 Hydrostatic requirements

NOTE The hydrostatic requirements given below are for suction hoses only. Hoses intended for use in discharge duties as
well, require higher burst and proof pressures to be specified by agreement between the purchaser and the manufacturer.

6.1.1 Deformation under proof pressure

When tested in accordance with ISO 1402 at temperatures and pressures shown in Table 2, the hose shall not
burst or show any evidence of leakage, cracking, abrupt distortion or other signs of failure.
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