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National foreword

This British Standard is the UK implementation of EN ISO 15487:2018. It 
supersedes BS EN ISO 15487:2010, which is withdrawn.

The UK participation in its preparation was entrusted to Technical 
Committee TCI/82, Textiles care labelling, dry cleaning, domestic 
laundering and drying.

A list of organizations represented on this committee can be obtained on 
request to its secretary.

BSI, as a member of CEN, is obliged to publish EN ISO 15487:2018 as a 
British Standard. However, attention is drawn to the fact that during the 
development of this European Standard, the UK committee voted against 
its approval.

The UK committee submitted a negative vote due to concerns regarding 
subclause 7.9 ‘Grading of the colour change and staining (optional)’.

It is the opinion of the UK committee that testing for colour change and 
staining of textile end products using a washing machine is flawed for 
the following reasons: 

•	 The washing and drying procedure, in accordance with 
BS  EN  ISO  6330:2012 Textiles – Domestic washing and drying 
procedures for textile testing, uses ballast, which can be contaminated 
from previous testing and therefore has potential to leave colour 
deposit on the specimen.

•	 BS  EN  ISO  6330:2012 does not specify control of the number of 
specimens being assessed in a single wash. If multiple specimens 
are washed together, it is possible that colour may deposit from 
one specimen to another, particularly if specimens are composed of 
different fibre types.

•	 The size of specimen may not be consistent, which could result in 
false data. For example, a black T-shirt with white collar will have a 
much higher proportion of black to white in the largest specimen size 
compared to the smallest.

Furthermore, the UK committee believes the grading method assumes 
the washing machine used has not been contaminated by previous 
dye residues.

The UK committee advises that the choice of detergent used can also 
influence test results: a soap-based detergent will result in less staining, 
as the dye is held in suspension.

The UK committee recommends that the grading results of this 
subclause are used as a guide only, and should be followed by testing 
using the BS EN ISO 105-C series to further assess colour change 
and staining.

This publication does not purport to include all the necessary provisions 
of a contract. Users are responsible for its correct application.
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Compliance with a British Standard cannot confer immunity from 
legal obligations.

This British Standard was published under the authority of the 
Standards Policy and Strategy Committee on 30 April 2019.

Amendments/corrigenda issued since publication
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EN ISO 15487:2018 (E)

European foreword

This document (EN ISO 15487:2018) has been prepared by Technical Committee ISO/TC 38 "Textiles" 
in collaboration with Technical Committee CEN/TC 248 “Textiles and textile products” the secretariat 
of which is held by BSI.

This European Standard shall be given the status of a national standard, either by publication of an 
identical text or by endorsement, at the latest by April 2019, and conflicting national standards shall be 
withdrawn at the latest by April 2019.

Attention is drawn to the possibility that some of the elements of this document may be the subject of 
patent rights. CEN shall not be held responsible for identifying any or all such patent rights.

This document supersedes EN ISO 15487:2010.

According to the CEN-CENELEC Internal Regulations, the national standards organizations of the 
following countries are bound to implement this European Standard: Austria, Belgium, Bulgaria, Croatia, 
Cyprus, Czech Republic, Denmark, Estonia, Finland, Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, France, 
Germany, Greece, Hungary, Iceland, Ireland, Italy, Latvia, Lithuania, Luxembourg, Malta, Netherlands, 
Norway, Poland, Portugal, Romania, Serbia, Slovakia, Slovenia, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland, Turkey and 
the United Kingdom.

Endorsement notice
The text of ISO 15487:2018 has been approved by CEN as EN ISO 15487:2018 without any modification.
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Foreword

ISO (the International Organization for Standardization) is a worldwide federation of national standards 
bodies (ISO member bodies). The work of preparing International Standards is normally carried out 
through ISO technical committees. Each member body interested in a subject for which a technical 
committee has been established has the right to be represented on that committee. International 
organizations, governmental and non-governmental, in liaison with ISO, also take part in the work. 
ISO collaborates closely with the International Electrotechnical Commission (IEC) on all matters of 
electrotechnical standardization. 

The procedures used to develop this document and those intended for its further maintenance are 
described in the ISO/IEC Directives, Part 1. In particular, the different approval criteria needed for the 
different types of ISO documents should be noted. This document was drafted in accordance with the 
editorial rules of the ISO/IEC Directives, Part 2 (see www.iso.org/directives).

Attention is drawn to the possibility that some of the elements of this document may be the subject of 
patent rights. ISO shall not be held responsible for identifying any or all such patent rights. Details of 
any patent rights identified during the development of the document will be in the Introduction and/or 
on the ISO list of patent declarations received (see www.iso.org/patents).

Any trade name used in this document is information given for the convenience of users and does not 
constitute an endorsement. 

For an explanation of the voluntary nature of standards, the meaning of ISO specific terms and 
expressions related to conformity assessment, as well as information about ISO's adherence to the 
World Trade Organization (WTO) principles in the Technical Barriers to Trade (TBT) see www.iso.
org/iso/foreword.html.

This document was prepared by Technical Committee ISO/TC 38, Textiles, Subcommittee SC 2, Cleansing, 
finishing and water resistance tests. 

This third edition cancels and replaces the second edition (ISO 15487:2009), which has been technically 
revised. The main changes compared to the previous edition are as follows: 

—	 in Clause 1, the appearance assessment has been extended to colour change, pilling, fuzzing, matting 
appearance of fabrics, damage of components (buttons, press fasteners, slide fasteners, etc.) and 
physical garment changes (e.g. spirality);

—	 in Clause  3, the term “durable press” has been deleted and the succeeding terms have 
been renumbered;

—	 in Clause 6, the distinction of preparation of different test specimens (fabrics, garments, etc.) have 
been specified;

—	 in 7.4, the use of manikin for the garment assessment has been introduced, and a (non-exhaustive) 
list of appearance changes (Table 1) for the qualitative method of the assessment has been added;

—	 procedures described in 7.5, 7.6, 7.7, 7.8, 7.9 and 7.10 have been modified and clarified;

—	 a new informative Annex B showing an example of appearance rating has been added;

—	 new references have been added in the Bibliography.

Any feedback or questions on this document should be directed to the user’s national standards body. A 
complete listing of these bodies can be found at www.iso.org/members.html.
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