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Foreword 
 
 
This document (EN ISO 15536-2:2007) has been prepared by Technical Committee ISO/TC 159 
"Ergonomics" in collaboration with Technical Committee CEN/TC 122 "Ergonomics", the 
secretariat of which is held by DIN. 
 
This European Standard shall be given the status of a national standard, either by publication of 
an identical text or by endorsement, at the latest by September 2007, and conflicting national 
standards shall be withdrawn at the latest by September 2007. 
 
According to the CEN/CENELEC Internal Regulations, the national standards organizations of 
the following countries are bound to implement this European Standard: Austria, Belgium, 
Bulgaria, Cyprus, Czech Republic, Denmark, Estonia, Finland, France, Germany, Greece, 
Hungary, Iceland, Ireland, Italy, Latvia, Lithuania, Luxembourg, Malta, Netherlands, Norway, 
Poland, Portugal, Romania, Slovakia, Slovenia, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland and United 
Kingdom. 
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Foreword 

ISO (the International Organization for Standardization) is a worldwide federation of national standards bodies 
(ISO member bodies). The work of preparing International Standards is normally carried out through ISO 
technical committees. Each member body interested in a subject for which a technical committee has been 
established has the right to be represented on that committee. International organizations, governmental and 
non-governmental, in liaison with ISO, also take part in the work. ISO collaborates closely with the 
International Electrotechnical Commission (IEC) on all matters of electrotechnical standardization. 

International Standards are drafted in accordance with the rules given in the ISO/IEC Directives, Part 2. 

The main task of technical committees is to prepare International Standards. Draft International Standards 
adopted by the technical committees are circulated to the member bodies for voting. Publication as an 
International Standard requires approval by at least 75 % of the member bodies casting a vote. 

Attention is drawn to the possibility that some of the elements of this document may be the subject of patent 
rights. ISO shall not be held responsible for identifying any or all such patent rights. 

ISO 15536-2 was prepared by Technical Committee ISO/TC 159, Ergonomics, Subcommittee SC 3, 
Anthropometry and biomechanics. 

ISO 15536-2 was prepared by the European Committee for Standardization (CEN) Technical Committee 
CEN/TC 122, Ergonomics, in collaboration with Technical Committee ISO/TC 159, Ergonomics, 
Subcommittee SC 3, Anthropometry and biomechanics, in accordance with the Agreement on technical 
cooperation between ISO and CEN (Vienna Agreement). 

ISO 15536 consists of the following parts, under the general title Ergonomics — Computer manikins and body 
templates: 

⎯ Part 1: General requirements 

⎯ Part 2: Verification of functions and validation of dimensions for computer manikin systems 
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Introduction 

In order to apply computer manikins with confidence and trust to equipment design, designers need to know 
the accuracy and reliability of these tools. The needed accuracy depends on the purpose of their use. Some 
designers need high degrees of accuracy (e.g. quantitative clearance analyses), while others need less (e.g. 
training simulations). A method of checking the basic degree of accuracy is given in ISO 15536-1:2005. It is 
based on the comparison between anthropometric data used in creation of the manikin and the corresponding 
measurements taken from the manikin itself. These data and measurements apply to the standardized 
measurement postures only, i.e. standing and sitting (see ISO 7250:1996). 

However, computer manikins are used to simulate a wider range of human postures and movements during 
equipment design than standardized postures, and it is essential that designers know the level of their 
anthropometric accuracy also in these conditions. Moreover, problems arise when trying to assess the 
accuracy and repeatability of computer manikins and their associated applications because of the many 
anthropometric and biomechanical parameters used in constructing them. Many specialized tests are required 
to accurately measure every possible size, shape and working posture that people can exhibit. This problem is 
further compounded when manikin data or algorithms are changed, requiring additional tests assessing their 
dimensional accuracy. 

Because it is not economically feasible for one organization to test every manikin parameter under every 
possible test condition, developers and users need to share the responsibility for assessing computer manikin 
accuracy. Developers may test manikin system accuracy for the most common situations, but it is essential 
that the users be provided with the means to test the accuracy and repeatability of manikin systems for their 
specific applications, too. Therefore, users need to measure manikin accuracy for their specific applications 
and developers need to provide computer manikins and simple processes for measuring and assessing 
manikin accuracy. 
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