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National foreword
This British Standard is the official English language version of 
EN ISO 17664:2004. It is identical with ISO 17664:2003.

The UK participation in its preparation was entrusted to Technical Committee 
CH/198, Sterilization of medical devices, which has the responsibility to: 

A list of organizations represented on this committee can be obtained on 
request to its secretary.

Cross-references
The British Standards which implement international or European 
publications referred to in this document may be found in the BSI Catalogue 
under the section entitled “International Standards Correspondence Index”, or 
by using the “Search” facility of the BSI Electronic Catalogue or of 
British Standards Online.

This publication does not purport to include all the necessary provisions of a 
contract. Users are responsible for its correct application.

Compliance with a British Standard does not of itself confer immunity 
from legal obligations.

— aid enquirers to understand the text;

— present to the responsible international/European committee any 
enquiries on the interpretation, or proposals for change, and keep the 
UK interests informed;

— monitor related international and European developments and 
promulgate them in the UK.
Summary of pages

This document comprises a front cover, an inside front cover, the EN ISO title 
page, pages 2 to 23 and a back cover.

The BSI copyright notice displayed in this document indicates when the 
document was last issued.
Amendments issued since publication
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Foreword

This document (EN ISO 17644:2004) has been prepared by Technical Committee CEN/TC 204
"Sterilization of medical devices", the secretariat of which is held by BSI, in collaboration with
Technical Committee ISO/TC 198 "Sterilization of health care products".

This European Standard shall be given the status of a national standard, either by publication of an
identical text or by endorsement, at the latest by September 2004, and conflicting national standards
shall be withdrawn at the latest by September 2004.

This document has been prepared under a mandate given to CEN by the European Commission and
the European Free Trade Association, and supports essential requirements of EU Directive(s).

For relationship with EU Directive(s), see informative annex ZA, which is an integral part of this
document.

Informative annexes A and B are attached to this document.

According to the CEN/CENELEC Internal Regulations, the national standards organizations of the
following countries are bound to implement this European Standard: Austria, Belgium, Czech
Republic, Denmark, Finland, France, Germany, Greece, Hungary, Iceland, Ireland, Italy, Luxembourg,
Malta, Netherlands, Norway, Portugal, Slovakia, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland and the United
Kingdom.
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Introduction

This standard applies to those medical devices which are intended for multiple use and require
processing to take them from their state at the end of one use to the state of being sterile and ready
for their subsequent use. Some medical devices supplied non-sterile but intended to be used in a
sterile state, will also require similar treatment.
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1 Scope

This standard specifies the information to be provided by the medical device manufacturer on the
processing of medical devices claimed to be re-sterilizable and medical devices intended to be
sterilized by the processor.

This standard specifies requirements for the information to be provided by the medical device
manufacturer, so that the medical device can be processed safely and will continue to meet its
performance specification.

Requirements are specified for processing that consists of all or some of the following activities:

¾  preparation at the point of use;

¾  preparation, cleaning, disinfection;

¾  drying;

¾  inspection, maintenance and testing;

¾  packaging;

¾  sterilization;

¾  storage.

When providing instructions for these activities, medical device manufacturers are expected to be
aware of the training and knowledge of procedures, and of the processing equipment available to the
persons likely to be responsible for processing. It is likely that some processing procedures will be
generic and well known and will use equipment and consumables conforming to recognized
standards. In this case, a reference in the instructions is all that is required. For those medical devices
where instructions for use are not required to accompany the medical device, other means of
communicating the information can be used, e.g. user manuals, symbols or wall charts supplied
separately.

This standard excludes textile devices used in patient draping systems or surgical clothing.

NOTE The principles of this standard may be applied when considering the information to be supplied with
medical devices which only require disinfection prior to re-use.

2 Terms and definitions

For the purposes of this European Standard, the following terms and definitions apply.

2.1
chemical
formulation of compounds intended for use in reprocessing

NOTE This includes, for example, detergents, surfactants, rinse aids, disinfectants, enzymatic cleaners,
sterilants.

2.2
cleaning
removal of contamination from an item to the extent necessary for further processing or for intended
use

Full document details: BS EN ISO 17664:2004
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2.3
disinfection
process used to reduce the number of viable microorganisms on a product to a level previously
specified as appropriate for its further handling or use

2.4
manual cleaning
cleaning without the use of a washer-disinfector

2.5
manufacturer
organization with responsibility for the design, manufacture, packaging and labelling of a device
before it is placed on the market under its own name, regardless of whether these operations are
carried out by that person himself or on its behalf by a third party

2.6
processing
activity including cleaning, disinfection and sterilization, necessary to prepare a new or used medical
device for its intended use

2.7
processor
organization with the responsibility for carrying out the actions necessary to prepare a new or used
device for its intended use

2.8
sterilant
chemical which has properties to destroy micro-organisms including viruses, when used at correct
dilution/dose and applied for recommended exposure time

2.9
sterile
free from all viable microorganisms

2.10
sterilization
process used to render a device free from all forms of viable microorganisms

NOTE In a sterilization process, the nature of microbiological death is described by an exponential function.
Therefore, the presence of microorganisms on any individual item may be expressed in terms of probability.
Whist this probability may be reduced to a very low number, it can never be reduced to zero. (See ISO 11134).
This probability can only be assured for validated processes.

2.11
validation
documented procedure for obtaining, recording and interpreting the results required to establish that a
process will consistently yield  product complying with predetermined specifications

2.12
verification
confirmation by examination and provision of objective evidence that specified requirements have
been fulfilled
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