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National foreword

This British Standard is the official English language version of
EN ISO 22478:2006. It is identical with ISO 22478:2006.

The UK participation in its preparation was entrusted by Technical Committee 
EH/3, Water quality, to Subcommittee EH/3/2, Physical, chemical and 
biochemical methods, which has the responsibility to: 

— aid enquirers to understand the text;

— present to the responsible international/European committee any 
enquiries on the interpretation, or proposals for change, and keep 
UK interests informed;

— monitor related international and European developments and 
promulgate them in the UK.

A list of organizations represented on this subcommittee can be obtained on 
request to its secretary.

Cross-references

The British Standards which implement international or European  
publications referred to in this document may be found in the BSI Catalogue
under the section entitled “International Standards Correspondence Index”, or 
by using the “Search” facility of the BSI Electronic Catalogue or of British 
Standards Online.

This publication does not purport to include all the necessary provisions of a 
contract. Users are responsible for its correct application. 

Compliance with a British Standard does not of itself confer immunity 
from legal obligations.

Summary of pages

This document comprises a front cover, an inside front cover, the EN ISO title 
page, the EN ISO foreword page, the ISO title page, pages ii to v, a blank page, 
pages 1 to 24, an inside back cover and a back cover.

The BSI copyright notice displayed in this document indicates when the 
document was last issued.

Amendments issued since publication
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Foreword 

This document (EN ISO 22478:2006) has been prepared by Technical Committee ISO/TC 147 
"Water quality" in collaboration with Technical Committee CEN/TC 230 "Water analysis", the 
secretariat of which is held by DIN.

This European Standard shall be given the status of a national standard, either by publication of 
an identical text or by endorsement, at the latest by August 2006, and conflicting national 
standards shall be withdrawn at the latest by August 2006. 

According to the CEN/CENELEC Internal Regulations, the national standards organizations of 
the following countries are bound to implement this European Standard: Austria, Belgium, 
Cyprus, Czech Republic, Denmark, Estonia, Finland, France, Germany, Greece, Hungary, 
Iceland, Ireland, Italy, Latvia, Lithuania, Luxembourg, Malta, Netherlands, Norway, Poland, 
Portugal, Romania, Slovakia, Slovenia, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland and United Kingdom. 

Endorsement notice 

The text of ISO 22478:2006 has been approved by CEN as EN ISO 22478:2006 without any 
modifications. 
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Foreword 

ISO (the International Organization for Standardization) is a worldwide federation of national standards bodies 
(ISO member bodies). The work of preparing International Standards is normally carried out through ISO 
technical committees. Each member body interested in a subject for which a technical committee has been 
established has the right to be represented on that committee. International organizations, governmental and 
non-governmental, in liaison with ISO, also take part in the work. ISO collaborates closely with the 
International Electrotechnical Commission (IEC) on all matters of electrotechnical standardization. 

International Standards are drafted in accordance with the rules given in the ISO/IEC Directives, Part 2. 

The main task of technical committees is to prepare International Standards. Draft International Standards 
adopted by the technical committees are circulated to the member bodies for voting. Publication as an 
International Standard requires approval by at least 75 % of the member bodies casting a vote. 

Attention is drawn to the possibility that some of the elements of this document may be the subject of patent 
rights. ISO shall not be held responsible for identifying any or all such patent rights. 

ISO 22478 was prepared by Technical Committee ISO/TC 147, Water quality, Subcommittee SC 2, Physical, 
chemical and biochemical methods. 
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v

Introduction 

Explosives and related compounds are frequently encountered in groundwater areas near to soil sites 
contaminated by armaments waste and may also be found in drinking water taken from nearby catchment 
areas. The range of pollutants will depend on the waste concerned, but will not, as a rule, include all the 
compounds listed in Table 1. Instead, samples of groundwater containing such pollutants may contain 
numerous other substances, such as nitro- and dinitrobenzoic acid, nitrophenols and aromatic amines. The 
compounds listed in Table 1 are frequently used for exploratory examinations of armaments waste. 

When using this International Standard, it may be necessary in some cases to determine whether and to what 
extent particular problems will require the specification of additional conditions. 

EN ISO 22478:2006

Full document details: BS EN ISO 22478:2006

http://www.avadocuments.com/doc/bs-en-iso-22478-2006
http://www.avadocuments.com/doc/bs-en-iso-22478-2006


blank

Full document details: BS EN ISO 22478:2006

http://www.avadocuments.com/doc/bs-en-iso-22478-2006
http://www.avadocuments.com/doc/bs-en-iso-22478-2006


1

Water quality — Determination of certain explosives and related 
compounds — Method using high-performance liquid 
chromatography (HPLC) with UV detection 

WARNING — Persons using this International Standard should be familiar with normal laboratory 
practice. This standard does not purport to address all of the safety problems, if any, associated with 
its use. It is the responsibility of the user to establish appropriate safety and health practices and to 
ensure compliance with any national regulatory conditions. 

IMPORTANT — It is absolutely essential that tests conducted in accordance with this International 
Standard be carried out by suitably trained staff. 

1 Scope 

This International Standard specifies a method for determination of certain explosives, in particular 
nitrotoluenes, nitroamines and nitrate esters, and related compounds (by-products and degradation products), 
such as those listed in Table 1, in drinking water, groundwater and surface water. 

Depending on the type of sample and the compound to be analysed, the lower limit of the working range for 
nitroaromatics and nitramines can be assumed to be between 0,1 μg/l and 0,5 μg/l (in some cases, the lower 
limit may be extended down to 0,05 μg/l). The lower limit of the working range for nitrate esters may be 
assumed to be higher (0,5 μg/l or more). 

Similar compounds, in particular other nitroaromatics, may also be determined by this method, but its 
applicability will have to be checked in each individual case. 

2 Normative references 

The following referenced documents are indispensable for the application of this document. For dated 
references, only the edition cited applies. For undated references, the latest edition of the referenced 
document (including any amendments) applies. 

ISO 3696, Water for analytical laboratory use — Specification and test methods

ISO 5667-1, Water quality — Sampling — Part 1: Guidance on the design of sampling programmes

ISO 5667-2, Water quality — Sampling — Part 2: Guidance on sampling techniques

ISO 5667-3, Water quality — Sampling — Part 3: Guidance on the preservation and handling of water 
samples

3 Principle 

The substances in the water sample are concentrated by solid-phase extraction using a 
polystyrene/divinylbenzene-based adsorbent. After elution with a solvent mixture, the eluate is concentrated 
and the substances are separated by high-performance liquid chromatography (HPLC) and analysed using a 
UV photodiode array (UV-PDA) detector. 
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