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National foreword
This British Standard is the official English language version of 
EN ISO 3679:2004. It is identical with ISO 3679:2004. It supersedes 
BS 6664-4:1991 and BS EN 456:1991 which are withdrawn.

The UK participation in its preparation was entrusted to Technical Committee 
PTI/13, Petroleum testing and terminology, which has the responsibility to: 

Energy Institute, under the brand of IP publishes and sells all parts 
of BS 2000, and all BS EN petroleum test methods that would be part 
of BS 2000, both in its annual publication “Standard methods for 
analysis and testing of petroleum and related products and British 
Standard 2000 parts” and individually.

Further information is available from:

Energy Institute, 61 New Cavendish Street, London W1G 7AR. 
Tel: 020 7467 7100. Fax: 020 7255 1472.

Cross-references
The British Standards which implement international or European 
publications referred to in this document may be found in the BSI Catalogue 
under the section entitled “International Standards Correspondence Index”, or 
by using the “Search” facility of the BSI Electronic Catalogue or of 
British Standards Online.

This publication does not purport to include all the necessary provisions of a 
contract. Users are responsible for its correct application.

Compliance with a British Standard does not of itself confer immunity 
from legal obligations.

— aid enquirers to understand the text;

— present to the responsible international/European committee any 
enquiries on the interpretation, or proposals for change, and keep the 
UK interests informed;

— monitor related international and European developments and 
promulgate them in the UK.
Summary of pages

This document comprises a front cover, an inside front cover, the EN ISO title
page, the EN ISO foreword page, the ISO title page, pages ii to v, a blank page,
pages 1 to 18, an inside back cover and a back cover.

The BSI copyright notice displayed in this document indicates when the 
document was last issued.
Amendments issued since publication
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Foreword

This document (EN ISO 3679:2004) has been prepared by Technical Committee ISO/TC 28
"Petroleum products and lubricants" in collaboration with Technical Committee CEN/TC 19
"Petroleum products, lubricants and related products", the secretariat of which is held by NEN.

This European Standard shall be given the status of a national standard, either by publication of
an identical text or by endorsement, at the latest by October 2004, and conflicting national
standards shall be withdrawn at the latest by October 2004.

According to the CEN/CENELEC Internal Regulations, the national standards organizations of
the following countries are bound to implement this European Standard: Austria, Belgium,
Cyprus, Czech Republic, Denmark, Estonia, Finland, France, Germany, Greece, Hungary,
Iceland, Ireland, Italy, Latvia, Lithuania, Luxembourg, Malta, Netherlands, Norway, Poland,
Portugal, Slovakia, Slovenia, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland and United Kingdom.

Endorsement notice

The text of ISO 3679:2004 has been approved by CEN as EN ISO 3679:2004 without any
modifications.

EN ISO 3679:2004
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Foreword 

ISO (the International Organization for Standardization) is a worldwide federation of national standards bodies 
(ISO member bodies). The work of preparing International Standards is normally carried out through ISO 
technical committees. Each member body interested in a subject for which a technical committee has been 
established has the right to be represented on that committee. International organizations, governmental and 
non-governmental, in liaison with ISO, also take part in the work. ISO collaborates closely with the 
International Electrotechnical Commission (IEC) on all matters of electrotechnical standardization. 

International Standards are drafted in accordance with the rules given in the ISO/IEC Directives, Part 2. 

The main task of technical committees is to prepare International Standards. Draft International Standards 
adopted by the technical committees are circulated to the member bodies for voting. Publication as an 
International Standard requires approval by at least 75 % of the member bodies casting a vote. 

Attention is drawn to the possibility that some of the elements of this document may be the subject of patent 
rights. ISO shall not be held responsible for identifying any or all such patent rights. 

ISO 3679 was prepared jointly by Technical Committees ISO/TC 28, Petroleum products and lubricants and 
ISO/TC 35, Paints and varnishes. 

This third edition cancels and replaces the second edition (ISO 3679:1983), which has been technically 
revised. 
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Introduction 

This International Standard describes one of two closed cup equilibrium methods for the determination of the 
flash point of paints, varnishes, paint binders, solvents, adhesives, petroleum and related products. When 
selecting a method, it should therefore be read in conjunction with the second method, ISO 1523 [4]. When 
used in conjunction with the flash detector (A.1.6), this International Standard is also suitable for the 
determination of the flash point of fatty acid methyl esters (FAME). 

In both ISO 3679 and ISO 1523, the test is only carried out when the material under test and the air/vapour 
mixture above the material in the test cup are approximately in temperature equilibrium. 

The apparatus specified in this International Standard enables a similar test result to be determined using a 
more rapid procedure and a smaller test portion (2 ml or 4 ml) than that required in ISO 1523. In addition, the 
apparatus can be made portable to the extent of being suitable for on-site testing in addition to its more 
normal use in laboratories. 

Collaborative work (see [6] in the Bibliography) has shown that results obtained by these procedures are 
comparable. The interpretation of flash point results obtained on solvent mixtures containing halogenated 
hydrocarbons should be considered with caution, as these mixtures can give anomalous results (see [7] in the 
Bibliography). 

Flash point values are not a constant physical-chemical property of materials tested. They are a function of 
the apparatus design, the condition of the apparatus used, and the operational procedure carried out. Flash 
point can therefore only be defined in terms of a standard test method, and no general valid correlation can be 
guaranteed between results obtained by different test methods or with test apparatus different from that 
specified. 

EN ISO 3679:2004

Full document details: BS EN ISO 3679:2004

http://www.avadocuments.com/doc/bs-en-iso-3679-2004
http://www.avadocuments.com/doc/bs-en-iso-3679-2004

