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National foreword

This British Standard is the UK implementation of EN ISO 9308-1:2000. 
It is identical with ISO 9308-1:2000, incorporating corrigendum June 
2007. 

The start and finish of text introduced or altered by corrigendum is 
indicated in the text by tags. Text altered by ISO corrigendum June 2007 
is indicated in the text by ˆ‰.

The UK participation in its preparation was entrusted by Technical 
Committee EH/3, Water quality, to Subcommittee EH/3/4, Microbiological 
methods.

A list of organizations represented on this subcommittee can be obtained 
on request to its secretary.

This is one of a series of standards on water quality, others of which have 
been, or will be, published as Sections of BS 6068. The various Sections of 
BS 6068 are comprised within parts 1 to 7, which, together with Part 0, 
are listed below.

Part 0 Introduction 
Part 1 Glossary 
Part 2 Physical, chemical and biochemical methods 
Part 3 Radiological methods 
Part 4 Microbiological methods 
Part 5 Biological methods 
Part 6 Sampling 
Part 7 Precision and accuracy

NOTE. The tests described in this British Standard should only be carried out by suitably 
qualified persons with an appropriate level of microbiological expertise. Standard 
microbiological procedures should be followed throughout. 

This publication does not purport to include all the necessary provisions 
of a contract. Users are responsible for its correct application. 

Compliance with a British Standard cannot confer           
immunity from legal obligations. 

BS EN ISO 9308-1:2000

This British Standard, having 
been prepared under the 
direction of the Health and 
Environment Sector Committee, 
was published under the 
authority of the Standards 
Committee and comes into 
effect on 15 November 2000

© BSI 2009

Amendments/corrigenda issued since publication

Amd. No. Date Comments 

13415 
Corrigendum No. 1

5 October 2001 Incorporating annex ZA.

30 October 2009 Implementation of ISO corrigendum 
June 2007
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Foreword

The text of the International Standard ISO 9308-1:2000 has been prepared by Technical
Committee ISO/TC 147 "Water quality" in collaboration with Technical Committee CEN/TC
230 "Water analysis", the secretariat of which is held by DIN.

This European Standard shall be given the status of a national standard, either by publication
of an identical text or by endorsement, at the latest by March 2001, and conflicting national
standards shall be withdrawn at the latest by March 2001.

According to the CEN/CENELEC Internal Regulations, the national standards organizations of
the following countries are bound to implement this European Standard: Austria, Belgium,
Czech Republic, Denmark, Finland, France, Germany, Greece, Iceland, Ireland, Italy,
Luxembourg, Netherlands, Norway, Portugal, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland and the United
Kingdom.

Endorsement notice

The text of the International Standard ISO 9308-1:2000 was approved by CEN as a European
Standard without any modification.

NOTE: Normative references to International Standards are listed in annex ZA (normative).
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Introduction

The presence and extent of faecal pollution is an important factor in assessing the quality of a body of water and
the risk to human health from infection. Examination of water samples for the presence of Escherichia coli, which
normally inhabits the bowel of man and other warm-blooded animals, provides an indication of such pollution.
Examination for coliform bacteria can be more difficult to interpret because some coliform bacteria live in soil and
surface fresh water, and are not always intestinal. Therefore, the presence of coliform bacteria, although not a
proof of faecal contamination, may indicate failure in treatment or distribution. The identification of the strains
isolated can sometimes provide an indication of their origin.
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