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National foreword

This British Standard is the official English language version of EN ISO 9439:2000. It
is identical with ISO 9439:1999. It supersedes BS 6068-5.12:1993 which is withdrawn.

The UK participation in its preparation was entrusted by Technical Committee EH/3,
Water quality, to Subcommittee EH/3/5, Biological methods, which has the
responsibility to:

Ð aid enquirers to understand the text;

Ð present to the responsible international/European committee any enquiries
on the interpretation, or proposals for change, and keep the UK interests
informed;

Ð monitor related international and European developments and promulgate
them in the UK.

A list of organizations represented on this committee can be obtained on request to
its secretary.

This is one of a series of standards on water quality, others of which have been, or
will be, published as Sections of BS 6068. The various Sections of BS 6068 are
comprised within Parts 1 to 7, which, together with Part 0, are listed below.

Part 0 Introduction
Part 1 Glossary
Part 2 Physical, chemical and biochemical methods
Part 3 Radiological methods
Part 4 Microbiological methods
Part 5 Biological methods
Part 6 Sampling
Part 7 Precision and accuracy

NOTE The tests described in this British Standard should only be carried out by suitably qualified
persons with an appropriate level of biological expertise. Standard biological procedures should be
followed throughout.

Cross-references

Attention is drawn to the fact that CEN and CENELEC Standards normally include
an annex which lists normative references to international publications with their
corresponding European publications. The British Standards which implement these
international or European publications may be found in the BSI Standards
Catalogue under the section entitled ªInternational Standards Correspondence
Indexº, or by using the ªFindº facility of the BSI Standards Electronic Catalogue.

A British Standard does not purport to include all the necessary provisions of a
contract. Users of British Standards are responsible for their correct application.

Compliance with a British Standard does not of itself confer immunity
from legal obligations.

Summary of pages

This document comprises a front cover, an inside front cover, the EN ISO title page,
the EN ISO foreword page, the ISO title page, pages ii to iv, pages 1 to 17 and a back
cover.

The BSI copyright notice displayed in this document indicates when the document
was last issued.
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Foreword

The text of the International Standard from Technical Committee ISO/TC 147 "Water quality"
of the International Organization for Standardization (ISO) has been taken over as an
European Standard by Technical Committee CEN/TC 230 "Water analysis", the secretariat
of which is held by DIN.

This European Standard shall be given the status of a national standard, either by publication
of an identical text or by endorsement, at the latest by October 2000, and conflicting national
standards shall be withdrawn at the latest by October 2000.

According to the CEN/CENELEC Internal Regulations, the national standards organizations
of the following countries are bound to implement this European Standard: Austria, Belgium,
Czech Republic, Denmark, Finland, France, Germany, Greece, Iceland, Ireland, Italy,
Luxembourg, Netherlands, Norway, Portugal, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland and the United
Kingdom.

Endorsement notice

The text of the International Standard ISO 9439:1999 has been approved by CEN as a
European Standard without any modification.
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Foreword

ISO (the International Organization for Standardization) is a worldwide federation of national standards bodies (ISO
member bodies). The work of preparing International Standards is normally carried out through ISO technical
committees. Each member body interested in a subject for which a technical committee has been established has
the right to be represented on that committee. International organizations, governmental and non-governmental, in
liaison with ISO, also take part in the work. ISO collaborates closely with the International Electrotechnical
Commission (IEC) on all matters of electrotechnical standardization.

International Standards are drafted in accordance with the rules given in the ISO/IEC Directives, Part 3.

Draft International Standards adopted by the technical committees are circulated to the member bodies for voting.
Publication as an International Standard requires approval by at least 75 % of the member bodies casting a vote.

International Standard ISO 9439 has been prepared by Technical Committee ISO/TC 147, Water quality,
Subcommittee SC 5, Biological methods.

This second edition cancels and replaces the first edition (ISO 9439:1990), which has been technically revised.

Annexes A to D of this International Standard are for information only.
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Introduction

The conditions described in this International Standard do not always correspond to the optimal conditions for
allowing the maximum degree of biodegradation to occur. With this test system, the microbially derived carbon
dioxide (CO2) is measured in the traps through which gas exhausted from the test vessels is passed. Some of the
CO2 remains in the medium in the vessels as dissolved inorganic carbon (DIC), the concentration of which may
increase as biodegradation proceeds. As the organic carbon approaches complete removal, the concentration of
DIC gradually falls and tends to reach zero by the end of incubation. It is thus necessary to acidify the medium at
the end of the test to measure the biogenically formed CO2 completely. The measurement of CO2 in the external
traps may differ from the true production of CO2 and the kinetic rate may also be lower than a rate based on DOC
removal measurement. The consequence may be that the biodegradation curves based on the trapped CO2 may
not fully represent the true microbial kinetic rate. For alternative biodegradation methods, see ISO 15462 and in
particular ISO 14593, which is based on CO2 production as well but does not have this defect.
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