
BSI Standards Publication

Digital audio — Interface for non-linear PCM 
encoded audio bitstreams applying IEC 60958

Part 2: Burst-info

BS IEC 61937‑2:2021

Full document details: BS IEC 61937-2:2021

https://doi.org/10.3403/BSIEC61937?&urlappend=%26utm_campaign=pdfdoi%26utm_source=pdfdoi%26utm_medium=pdf
http://www.avadocuments.com/doc/bs-iec-61937-2-2021
http://www.avadocuments.com/doc/bs-iec-61937-2-2021


 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

IEC 61937-2 
Edition 3.0 2021-03 

INTERNATIONAL 
STANDARD 
NORME 
INTERNATIONALE 

Digital audio – Interface for non-linear PCM encoded audio bitstreams applying 
IEC 60958 – 
Part 2: Burst-info  
 
Audionumérique – Interface pour les flux de bits audio à codage MIC non 
linéaire selon l'IEC 60958 –   
Partie 2: Informations relatives à la salve  
 

INTERNATIONAL 
ELECTROTECHNICAL 
COMMISSION 

COMMISSION 
ELECTROTECHNIQUE 
INTERNATIONALE  
ICS 33.160.30 

 

ISBN 978-2-8322-9522-9 
 

  
  

® Registered trademark of the International Electrotechnical Commission 
 Marque déposée de la Commission Electrotechnique Internationale 

® 
 

 Warning! Make sure that you obtained this publication from an authorized distributor. 
 Attention! Veuillez vous assurer que vous avez obtenu cette publication via un distributeur agréé. 

National foreword

This British Standard is the UK implementation of IEC 61937‑2:2021. It 
supersedes BS IEC 61937‑2:2007+A2:2018, which is withdrawn.

The UK participation in its preparation was entrusted to Technical 
Committee EPL/100, Audio-visual equipment.

A list of organizations represented on this committee can be obtained on 
request to its committee manager.

Contractual and legal considerations

This publication has been prepared in good faith, however no 
representation, warranty, assurance or undertaking (express or 
implied) is or will be made, and no responsibility or liability is or will be 
accepted by BSI in relation to the adequacy, accuracy, completeness or 
reasonableness of this publication. All and any such responsibility and 
liability is expressly disclaimed to the full extent permitted by the law.

This publication is provided as is, and is to be used at the 
recipient’s own risk.

The recipient is advised to consider seeking professional guidance with 
respect to its use of this publication.

This publication is not intended to constitute a contract. Users are 
responsible for its correct application.

© The British Standards Institution 2021 
Published by BSI Standards Limited 2021

ISBN 978 0 539 12614 3

ICS 33.160.30

Compliance with a British Standard cannot confer immunity from 
legal obligations.

This British Standard was published under the authority of the 
Standards Policy and Strategy Committee on 31 March 2021.

Amendments/corrigenda issued since publication

Date Text affected

BRITISH STANDARD

Full document details: BS IEC 61937-2:2021

https://doi.org/10.3403/BSIEC61937?&urlappend=%26utm_campaign=pdfdoi%26utm_source=pdfdoi%26utm_medium=pdf
https://doi.org/10.3403/02223327U?&urlappend=%26utm_campaign=pdfdoi%26utm_source=pdfdoi%26utm_medium=pdf
https://doi.org/10.3403/BSIEC61937?&urlappend=%26utm_campaign=pdfdoi%26utm_source=pdfdoi%26utm_medium=pdf
http://www.avadocuments.com/doc/bs-iec-61937-2-2021
http://www.avadocuments.com/doc/bs-iec-61937-2-2021


 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

IEC 61937-2 
Edition 3.0 2021-03 

INTERNATIONAL 
STANDARD 
NORME 
INTERNATIONALE 

Digital audio – Interface for non-linear PCM encoded audio bitstreams applying 
IEC 60958 – 
Part 2: Burst-info  
 
Audionumérique – Interface pour les flux de bits audio à codage MIC non 
linéaire selon l'IEC 60958 –   
Partie 2: Informations relatives à la salve  
 

INTERNATIONAL 
ELECTROTECHNICAL 
COMMISSION 

COMMISSION 
ELECTROTECHNIQUE 
INTERNATIONALE  
ICS 33.160.30 

 

ISBN 978-2-8322-9522-9 
 

  
  

® Registered trademark of the International Electrotechnical Commission 
 Marque déposée de la Commission Electrotechnique Internationale 

® 
 

 Warning! Make sure that you obtained this publication from an authorized distributor. 
 Attention! Veuillez vous assurer que vous avez obtenu cette publication via un distributeur agréé. 

Full document details: BS IEC 61937-2:2021

https://doi.org/10.3403/BSIEC61937?&urlappend=%26utm_campaign=pdfdoi%26utm_source=pdfdoi%26utm_medium=pdf
https://doi.org/10.3403/03138614U?&urlappend=%26utm_campaign=pdfdoi%26utm_source=pdfdoi%26utm_medium=pdf
https://doi.org/10.3403/00952384U?&urlappend=%26utm_campaign=pdfdoi%26utm_source=pdfdoi%26utm_medium=pdf
https://doi.org/10.3403/00952384U?&urlappend=%26utm_campaign=pdfdoi%26utm_source=pdfdoi%26utm_medium=pdf
http://www.avadocuments.com/doc/bs-iec-61937-2-2021
http://www.avadocuments.com/doc/bs-iec-61937-2-2021


 – 2 – IEC 61937-2:2021 © IEC 2021 

CONTENTS 

FOREWORD ........................................................................................................................... 3 
1 Scope .............................................................................................................................. 5 
2 Normative references ...................................................................................................... 5 
3 Terms and definitions ...................................................................................................... 6 
4 Burst-info ......................................................................................................................... 8 

4.1 General ................................................................................................................... 8 
4.2 Data-type, subdata-type and extended data-type .................................................... 8 
4.3 Audio data-bursts .................................................................................................. 10 

4.3.1 General ......................................................................................................... 10 
4.3.2 AC-3 .............................................................................................................. 10 
4.3.3 MPEG-1 layer-1 ............................................................................................. 11 
4.3.4 MPEG-1 layer-2 or layer-3 or MPEG-2 without extension ............................... 11 
4.3.5 MPEG-2 with extension ................................................................................. 11 
4.3.6 MPEG-2 AAC ................................................................................................. 11 
4.3.7 MPEG-2 layer-1 low sampling frequency........................................................ 11 
4.3.8 MPEG-2 layer-2 low sampling frequency........................................................ 11 
4.3.9 MPEG-2 layer-3 low sampling frequency........................................................ 11 
4.3.10 DTS type I ..................................................................................................... 11 
4.3.11 DTS type II .................................................................................................... 11 
4.3.12 DTS type III ................................................................................................... 12 
4.3.13 DTS type IV ................................................................................................... 12 
4.3.14 ATRAC .......................................................................................................... 12 
4.3.15 ATRAC 2/3 .................................................................................................... 12 
4.3.16 ATRAC-X ....................................................................................................... 12 
4.3.17 MPEG-2 AAC low sampling frequency ........................................................... 12 
4.3.18 MPEG-4 AAC ................................................................................................. 12 
4.3.19 Windows Media Audio professional ................................................................ 12 
4.3.20 Enhanced AC-3 ............................................................................................. 13 
4.3.21 MAT .............................................................................................................. 13 
4.3.22 MPEG-4 ALS ................................................................................................. 13 
4.3.23 MPEG-4 AAC LC in LATM/LOAS ................................................................... 13 
4.3.24 MPEG-4 HE AAC in LATM/LOAS ................................................................... 13 
4.3.25 DRA .............................................................................................................. 14 
4.3.26 ATRAC-X low latency .................................................................................... 14 
4.3.27 MPEG-H 3D Audio ......................................................................................... 14 
4.3.28 AC-4, AC-4 HBR4, AC-4 HBR16 and AC-4 LD ............................................... 14 
4.3.29 MPEG-4 ALS in LATM/LOAS ......................................................................... 14 
4.3.30 MPEG-D USAC in LATM/LOAS ...................................................................... 14 
4.3.31 ACX, ACX HBR2, ACX HBR4 and ACX HBR8 ................................................ 15 

Bibliography .......................................................................................................................... 16 
 
Table 1 – Fields of burst-info .................................................................................................. 8 
Table 2 – Data-types............................................................................................................... 9 
Table 3 – Extended data-types ............................................................................................. 10 
 

Full document details: BS IEC 61937-2:2021

https://doi.org/10.3403/BSIEC61937?&urlappend=%26utm_campaign=pdfdoi%26utm_source=pdfdoi%26utm_medium=pdf
http://www.avadocuments.com/doc/bs-iec-61937-2-2021
http://www.avadocuments.com/doc/bs-iec-61937-2-2021


IEC 61937-2:2021 © IEC 2021 – 3 –  

INTERNATIONAL ELECTROTECHNICAL COMMISSION 

____________ 

 
DIGITAL AUDIO – INTERFACE FOR NON-LINEAR PCM  

ENCODED AUDIO BITSTREAMS APPLYING IEC 60958 – 
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FOREWORD 
1) The International Electrotechnical Commission (IEC) is a worldwide organization for standardization comprising 

all national electrotechnical committees (IEC National Committees). The object of IEC is to promote international 
co-operation on all questions concerning standardization in the electrical and electronic fields. To this end and 
in addition to other activities, IEC publishes International Standards, Technical Specifications, Technical Reports, 
Publicly Available Specifications (PAS) and Guides (hereafter referred to as “IEC Publication(s)”). Their 
preparation is entrusted to technical committees; any IEC National Committee interested in the subject dealt with 
may participate in this preparatory work. International, governmental and non-governmental organizations liaising 
with the IEC also participate in this preparation. IEC collaborates closely with the International Organization for 
Standardization (ISO) in accordance with conditions determined by agreement between the two organizations. 

2) The formal decisions or agreements of IEC on technical matters express, as nearly as possible, an international 
consensus of opinion on the relevant subjects since each technical committee has representation from all 
interested IEC National Committees.  

3) IEC Publications have the form of recommendations for international use and are accepted by IEC National 
Committees in that sense. While all reasonable efforts are made to ensure that the technical content of IEC 
Publications is accurate, IEC cannot be held responsible for the way in which they are used or for any 
misinterpretation by any end user. 

4) In order to promote international uniformity, IEC National Committees undertake to apply IEC Publications 
transparently to the maximum extent possible in their national and regional publications. Any divergence between 
any IEC Publication and the corresponding national or regional publication shall be clearly indicated in the latter. 

5) IEC itself does not provide any attestation of conformity. Independent certification bodies provide conformity 
assessment services and, in some areas, access to IEC marks of conformity. IEC is not responsible for any 
services carried out by independent certification bodies. 

6) All users should ensure that they have the latest edition of this publication. 

7) No liability shall attach to IEC or its directors, employees, servants or agents including individual experts and 
members of its technical committees and IEC National Committees for any personal injury, property damage or 
other damage of any nature whatsoever, whether direct or indirect, or for costs (including legal fees) and 
expenses arising out of the publication, use of, or reliance upon, this IEC Publication or any other IEC Publications.  

8) Attention is drawn to the Normative references cited in this publication. Use of the referenced publications is 
indispensable for the correct application of this publication. 

9) Attention is drawn to the possibility that some of the elements of this IEC Publication may be the subject of patent 
rights. IEC shall not be held responsible for identifying any or all such patent rights. 

IEC 61937-2 has been prepared by technical area 20: Analogue and digital audio, of IEC 
technical committee 100: Audio, video and multimedia systems and equipment. It is an 
International Standard. 

This third edition cancels and replaces the second edition published in 2007, 
Amendment 1:2011 and Amendment 2:2018. This edition constitutes a technical revision.  

This edition includes the following significant technical changes with respect to the previous 
edition: 

a) new audio data-types of MPEG-D USAC, ACX, ACX HBR2, ACX HBR4 and ACX HBR8 have 
been added; 

b) extended data-type field in Pe has been activated. 

Full document details: BS IEC 61937-2:2021

https://doi.org/10.3403/BSIEC61937?&urlappend=%26utm_campaign=pdfdoi%26utm_source=pdfdoi%26utm_medium=pdf
https://doi.org/10.3403/00952384U?&urlappend=%26utm_campaign=pdfdoi%26utm_source=pdfdoi%26utm_medium=pdf
https://doi.org/10.3403/03138614U?&urlappend=%26utm_campaign=pdfdoi%26utm_source=pdfdoi%26utm_medium=pdf
http://www.avadocuments.com/doc/bs-iec-61937-2-2021
http://www.avadocuments.com/doc/bs-iec-61937-2-2021


 – 4 – IEC 61937-2:2021 © IEC 2021 

The text of this International Standard is based on the following documents: 

Draft Report on voting 

100/3459/CDV 100/3541/RVC 

 
Full information on the voting for its approval can be found in the report on voting indicated in 
the above table. 

The language used for the development of this International Standard is English. 

This document was drafted in accordance with ISO/IEC Directives, Part 2, and developed in 
accordance with ISO/IEC Directives, Part 1 and ISO/IEC Directives, IEC Supplement, available 
at www.iec.ch/members_experts/refdocs. The main document types developed by IEC are 
described in greater detail at www.iec.ch/standardsdev/publications. 

The list of all the parts of the IEC 61937 series, under the general title Digital audio – Interface 
for non-linear PCM encoded audio bitstreams applying IEC 60958, can be found on the IEC 
website. 

The committee has decided that the contents of this document will remain unchanged until the 
stability date indicated on the IEC website under webstore.iec.ch in the data related to the 
specific document. At this date, the document will be  

• reconfirmed, 

• withdrawn, 

• replaced by a revised edition, or 

• amended. 
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