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BRITISH STANDARD

National foreword

This British Standard is the UK implementation of ISO 10254:2025. It
supersedes BS ISO 10254:2016, which is withdrawn.

The UK participation in its preparation was entrusted to Technical
Committee ACE/57, Air cargo and ground support equipment.

A list of organizations represented on this committee can be obtained on
request to its committee manager.

Contractual and legal considerations

This publication has been prepared in good faith, however no
representation, warranty, assurance or undertaking (express or
implied) is or will be made, and no responsibility or liability is or will be
accepted by BSI in relation to the adequacy, accuracy, completeness or
reasonableness of this publication. All and any such responsibility and
liability is expressly disclaimed to the full extent permitted by the law.

This publication is provided as is, and is to be used at the
recipient’s own risk.

The recipient is advised to consider seeking professional guidance with
respect to its use of this publication.

This publication is not intended to constitute a contract. Users are
responsible for its correct application.

© The British Standards Institution 2025
Published by BSI Standards Limited 2025

ISBN 978 0 539 224351
ICS 01.040.49; 49.100; 49.120

Compliance with a British Standard cannot confer immunity from
legal obligations.

This British Standard was published under the authority of the
Standards Policy and Strategy Committee on 30 June 2025.

Amendments/corrigenda issued since publication
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Foreword

[SO (the International Organization for Standardization) is a worldwide federation of national standards
bodies (ISO member bodies). The work of preparing International Standards is normally carried out through
ISO technical committees. Each member body interested in a subject for which a technical committee
has been established has the right to be represented on that committee. International organizations,
governmental and non-governmental, in liaison with ISO, also take part in the work. ISO collaborates closely
with the International Electrotechnical Commission (IEC) on all matters of electrotechnical standardization.

The procedures used to develop this document and those intended for its further maintenance are described
in the ISO/IEC Directives, Part 1. In particular, the different approval criteria needed for the different types
of ISO document should be noted. This document was drafted in accordance with the editorial rules of the
[SO/IEC Directives, Part 2 (see www.iso.org/directives).

[SO draws attention to the possibility that the implementation of this document may involve the use of (a)
patent(s). ISO takes no position concerning the evidence, validity or applicability of any claimed patent
rights in respect thereof. As of the date of publication of this document, ISO had not received notice of (a)
patent(s) which may be required to implement this document. However, implementers are cautioned that
this may not represent the latest information, which may be obtained from the patent database available at
www.iso.org/patents. ISO shall not be held responsible for identifying any or all such patent rights.

Any trade name used in this document is information given for the convenience of users and does not
constitute an endorsement.

For an explanation of the voluntary nature of standards, the meaning of ISO specific terms and expressions
related to conformity assessment, as well as information about ISO's adherence to the World Trade
Organization (WTO) principlesin the Technical Barriers to Trade (TBT), see www.iso.org/iso/foreword.html.

This document was prepared by Technical Committee ISO/TC 20, Aircraft and space vehicles, Subcommittee
SC 9, Air cargo and ground equipment.

This third edition cancels and replaces the second edition (ISO 10254:2016), which has been technically
revised.

The main changes are as follows:
— definitions enhancement for:
— aircraft container/air cargo container (3.2.1);
— aircraft pallet/air cargo pallet (3.2.3);
— aircraft unit load device/aircraft ULD (3.2.5);
— bin (3.2.16);
— modular load unit (3.2.85);
— non-aircraft container (3.2.86);
— non-certified container (3.2.88);
— ULD type code (3.2.119);
— air conditioning unit/ACU/pre-conditioned air/PCA (3.3.1);
— ground handling (3.3.27);
— suppression of IATA equivalence wording in 3.3 “Terms related to ground equipment”;
— addition of new definitions for:

— passenger (3.1.12);
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— dangerous goods (3.2.37);
— special cargo (3.2.103);

— Dbulk cargo trailer (3.3.12);
— cleaning truck (3.3.14);

— oxygen unit (3.3.34);

— pitsystem (3.3.37);

— weighbridge (3.3.46).

Any feedback or questions on this document should be directed to the user’s national standards body. A
complete listing of these bodies can be found at www.iso.org/members.html.
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Air cargo and ground equipment — Vocabulary

1 Scope
This document defines the terms related to air cargo and aircraft ground equipment.

The terms and definitions of this document are primarily intended to provide uniform understanding. It
is intended that they be used in any other documents, manuals and standards in the areas of air cargo and
airport ground equipment.

2 Normative references

There are no normative references in this document.

3 Terms and definitions

[SO and IEC maintain terminology databases for use in standardization at the following addresses:

— ISO Online browsing platform: available at https://www.iso.org/obp

— IEC Electropedia: available at https://www.electropedia.org/

3.1 General terms

3.1.1

air cargo

property other than hand baggage [including checked baggage (3.1.3), freight (3.1.8) and mail], carried or to
be carried in an aircraft

Note 1 to entry: This definition is applicable for regulatory and technical purposes. For commercial and legal purposes,
"cargo" is defined as freight.

3.1.2

all-cargo aircraft

freighter

cargo-only aircraft

aircraft used solely for carriage (3.1.4) of air cargo (3.1.1)

3.1.3

baggage

bag, suitcase, trunk or similar article travelling with a checked passenger (3.1.12) and containing those items
necessary for the passenger's journey, such as clothing and personal articles within certain limitations in
accordance with the applicable carrier conditions of carriage (3.1.4), that is accepted and checked in for
loading and carriage aboard the same aircraft

Note 1 to entry: It does not include hand baggage carried on board by passengers, freight (3.1.8), express cargo (3.2.48),
courier mail, or unaccompanied baggage travelling as cargo.

3.1.4

carriage

transportation

movement under contract of persons or goods by air or by other means
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3.1.5

combination aircraft

combi

aircraft with a configuration able to carry both passengers (3.1.12) and unitized cargo on the main deck(s)
(3.1.10)

3.1.6
convertible aircraft
aircraft which can be converted from an all-passenger to an all-cargo carrying configuration or vice versa

3.1.7
deck
structural floor level in an aircraft’s fuselage

Note 1 to entry: See lower deck (3.1.9), main deck (3.1.10), upper deck (3.1.17).

3.1.8
freight
property other than baggage (3.1.3) or mail, carried or to be carried in an aircraft

3.1.9

lower deck

lowest deck (3.1.7) of either a two-deck or a three-deck very large capacity aircraft (VLCA) (3.1.18)main line
aircraft (3.1.11), usually the only deck where cargo is loaded on an all-passenger aircraft

3.1.10

main deck

highest deck (3.1.7) of a two-deck main line aircraft (3.1.11), or intermediate deck of a three-deck very large
capacity aircraft (VLCA) (3.1.18), usually the deck on which the major portion of the payload (3.2.93) is carried

3.1.11
main line aircraft
aircraft with a maximum ramp mass over 50 000 kg (110 000 Ib)

Note 1 to entry: It includes wide body aircraft (3.1.20) and very large capacity aircraft (VLCA) (3.1.18).

3.1.12

passenger

person other than a crew member, an employee of the carrier in an official capacity, an authorized
representative of a national authority or a person accompanying a cargo consignment, who is carried aboard
a flight handled by the ground support equipment (GSE) (3.3.29)

Note 1 to entry: Passengers exclusively use those types of GSE specifically designed for their access to and from the
aircraft.

3.1.13

passenger aircraft

aircraft carrying only passengers (3.1.12) on the main deck (3.1.10), but which may carry cargo on the lower
deck (3.1.9)

3.1.14
quick-change aircraft

QcC
aircraft which can be converted in a very short time from an all-passenger to an all- or part-cargo
configuration and vice versa

3.1.15
regional aircraft
aircraft with a maximum ramp mass between 10 000 kg (22 000 lb) and 50 000 kg (110 000 Ib)
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