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Foreword

ISO (the International Organization for Standardization) is a worldwide federation of national standards 
bodies (ISO member bodies). The work of preparing International Standards is normally carried out 
through ISO technical committees. Each member body interested in a subject for which a technical 
committee has been established has the right to be represented on that committee. International 
organizations, governmental and non-governmental, in liaison with ISO, also take part in the work. 
ISO collaborates closely with the International Electrotechnical Commission (IEC) on all matters of 
electrotechnical standardization. 

The procedures used to develop this document and those intended for its further maintenance are 
described in the ISO/IEC Directives, Part 1. In particular, the different approval criteria needed for the 
different types of ISO documents should be noted. This document was drafted in accordance with the 
editorial rules of the ISO/IEC Directives, Part 2 (see www.iso.org/directives).

Attention is drawn to the possibility that some of the elements of this document may be the subject of 
patent rights. ISO shall not be held responsible for identifying any or all such patent rights. Details of 
any patent rights identified during the development of the document will be in the Introduction and/or 
on the ISO list of patent declarations received (see www.iso.org/patents).

Any trade name used in this document is information given for the convenience of users and does not 
constitute an endorsement. 

For an explanation of the voluntary nature of standards, the meaning of ISO specific terms and 
expressions related to conformity assessment, as well as information about ISO's adherence to the 
World Trade Organization (WTO) principles in the Technical Barriers to Trade (TBT) see www.iso.
org/iso/foreword.html.

This document was prepared by Technical Committee ISO/TC 120, Leather.

Any feedback or questions on this document should be directed to the user’s national standards body. A 
complete listing of these bodies can be found at www.iso.org/members.html.
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1	 Scope

This document defines terms used in the leather industry.

2	 Normative references

There are no normative references in this document.

3	 Terms and definitions

For the purposes of this document, the following terms and definitions apply.

ISO and IEC maintain terminological databases for use in standardization at the following addresses:

—	 ISO Online browsing platform: available at https://www.iso.org/obp

—	 IEC Electropedia: available at http://www.electropedia.org/

3.1
abrasion resistance
<performance> ability of the leather to withstand surface wear from rubbing, chafing and other 
frictional forces

3.2
aniline leather
<material> leather whose natural grain (3.46) is clearly visible either without a surface coating or with 
a non-pigmented surface coating

Note 1 to entry: The thickness of non-pigmented surface coating is usually less than or equal to 0,01 mm.

3.3
barkometer
<equipment> type of hydrometer used in tanneries

Note 1 to entry: The correlation between specific gravity and barkometer reading (Bk) is as follows: 

Specific gravity °Bk
1,0 0

1,020 20
1,120 120

3.4
basicity of chromium
<chemical characteristics> number of hydroxyl groups borne by a chromium unit as a percentage 
fraction of the same present in chromic hydroxide

3.5
basification
<process> mild alkali treatment to ensure completion of tanning (3.97)

EXAMPLE	 Treating the mineral tanned stock with a view to forming a large aggregate of metallic compounds 
and enabling reactive groups of skin (3.88) to complex with tanning material.
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3.6
bate
<material> enzymes mixed with an inert carrier used to selectively remove unwanted constituents of 
hides (3.48) and skins (3.88)

3.6.1
acid bate
bate (3.6) that has optimum activity in the pH range of 3 to 5

3.6.2
alkaline bate
bate (3.6) that has optimum activity in the pH range of 8 to 8,5

3.7
bating
<process> removing unwanted interfibrillary proteins by treating the hides (3.48) and skins (3.88) with 
bates (3.6), to obtain soft and pliable leather with a smooth grain (3.46) surface

3.8
baume
<physical characteristic> liquid density measurement which can be converted to specific gravity

Note 1 to entry: Typically used to calculate the concentration of the process solution, for example salt solution, 
using the following formulae: 

—	 for liquids heavier than water, specific gravity = 145/(145 − n) at 15 °C (60 °F);

—	 for liquids lighter than water, specific gravity = 140/(130 + n) at 15 °C (60 °F).

where n is the reading on the baume scale abbreviated as °Be.

Note 2 to entry: Be is equivalent to 6,9 °barkometer (3.3) reading, Bk.

3.9
beam
<equipment> convex wooden slab sloping downward from about waist height over which a hide (3.48) 
is placed for unhairing, trimming off excess flesh and ragged edges, and scudding (3.78) by hand knife

3.10
binder
<material> film-forming material, usually polymeric, used to adhere pigment particles and additives 
for coating the surface of the leather

3.11
bleaching
<process> lightening the colour by suitable chemical treatment

3.12
bleaching of vegetable-tanned leather
<process> removing oxidized tannins and insoluble materials from the surface layers of leather, in 
order to prevent cracking of the grain (3.46) and to lighten the colour

3.13
boil test
<performance> test of a piece of fully hydrated leather to check whether there is any shrinkage after 
placing in boiling water for 2 min to 3 min

Note 1 to entry: When the leather retains the original area, chrome tanning is considered complete.
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