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Foreword

ISO (the International Organization for Standardization) is a worldwide federation of national standards bodies
(ISO member bodies). The work of preparing International Standards is normally carried out through ISO
technical committees. Each member body interested in a subject for which a technical committee has been
established has the right to be represented on that committee. International organizations, governmental and
non-governmental, in liaison with ISO, also take part in the work. ISO collaborates closely with the
International Electrotechnical Commission (IEC) on all matters of electrotechnical standardization.

International Standards are drafted in accordance with the rules given in the ISO/IEC Directives, Part 2.

The main task of technical committees is to prepare International Standards. Draft International Standards
adopted by the technical committees are circulated to the member bodies for voting. Publication as an
International Standard requires approval by at least 75 % of the member bodies casting a vote.

Attention is drawn to the possibility that some of the elements of this document may be the subject of patent
rights. ISO shall not be held responsible for identifying any or all such patent rights.

SO 21238 was prepared by Technical Committee ISO/TC 85, Nuclear energy, Subcommittee SC 5, Nuclear
fuel technology.
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Introduction

Burial disposal of low- and intermediate-level radioactive waste has been practiced in several countries.
Before disposal, the radioactivity of specific nuclides in waste packages have to be declared in accordance
with limits and criteria derived from safety assessment of the disposal facility. Some of these nuclides are
difficult to measure from the outside of the waste packages, because they are beta or alpha emitting nuclides.

There are a number of activity determination methods. The scaling-factor method is widely applied in order to
evaluate these difficult-to-measure nuclides. The scaling-factor method is based on a correlation between
easily measurable gamma emitting nuclides and difficult-to-measure nuclides. This International Standard
presents guidelines on the empirical scaling-factor method for evaluating the radioactivity of nuclear power
plant’s low and intermediate level waste.
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Nuclear energy — Nuclear fuel technology — Scaling factor
method to determine the radioactivity of low- and intermediate-
level radioactive waste packages generated at nuclear power
plants

1 Scope

This International Standard gives guidelines for the common basic methodology of empirically determining
scaling factors to evaluate the radioactivity of difficult-to-measure nuclides in low- and intermediate-level
radioactive waste packages.

This International Standard gives common guidelines for the scaling factors used in the characterization of
contaminated wastes produced in nuclear power plants with water-cooled reactor. This International Standard
is also relevant to other reactor types, such as gas-cooled reactors. Methodologies for determining scaling
factors based on theoretical considerations (i.e. not based on experimental measurement) are not covered by
this International Standard.

2 Terms and definitions

For the purposes of this document, the following terms and definitions apply.

21

difficult-to-measure nuclide

nuclide whose radioactivity is difficult to measure directly from the outside of the waste packages by non-
destructive assay means

EXAMPLE Alpha emitting nuclides, beta emitting nuclides, and characteristic X-ray emitting nuclides.

2.2

key nuclide

gamma emitting nuclide whose radioactivity is correlated with that of difficult-to-measure nuclides and can be
readily measured directly by non-destructive assay means

NOTE Also called “easy-to-measure nuclide” or “marker nuclide”.
EXAMPLE 60Co and/or '37Cs.
23

scaling factor
factor or parameter derived from mathematical relationship used in calculating the radioactivity of
difficult-to-measure nuclide from that of key nuclide determined from sampling and analysis data

24

waste package

product of conditioning that includes the waste form and any container(s) and internal barriers (e.g. absorbing
materials and liner), as prepared for handling, transportation, storage and/or disposal

NOTE Adapted from IAEA Radioactive Waste Management Glossary. 2003 Edition["].
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representative sample

sample taken from a process of the material in that process or that quantity of material which is considered to
possess the average characteristics of the material

NOTE 1  Adapted from ISO 921:199712].

NOTE 2  Samples of waste are used to determine the scaling-factor parameters for the target waste stream. A
representative sample is meant to closely resemble the characteristic nuclide content and activity proportions of the target
waste stream.

2.6

composite sample

mixture of samples from different containers such that the mass ratio of the samples is equal to the ratio of the
material masses contained in the containers

NOTE Adapted from 1SO 921:1997121.

EXAMPLE Series of samples taken over a given period of time and weighted by collection rate; or a combined
sample consisting of a series of discrete samples taken over a given period of time and mixed according to a specified
weighting factor, such as stream flow or collection rate.

27
corrosion product nuclide
nuclide produced by activation of corrosion products temporarily deposited on in-core surfaces

EXAMPLE 60Co, 83N;.

2.8
fission product nuclide
nuclide produced either by fission or by the subsequent radioactive decay of nuclides thus formed

NOTE Adapted from 1SO 921:199712].
EXAMPLE 137Cs, 90gr,

29
alpha emitting nuclide
nuclide emitting an alpha particle when it decays

EXAMPLE Most actinides and transuranic nuclides.

2.10
transuranic nuclide
nuclide with atomic numbers above 92

211

dry active waste

solid waste generated in various waste streams in a nuclear power plant, including protective clothing,
replaced equipment, parts, plastics, polyvinyl chloride sheets, and high efficiency particulate air filters
removed during plant operation and maintenance

212
homogeneous waste
radioactive waste that shows an essentially uniform distribution of activity and physical contents

EXAMPLE Flowable wastes such as concentrates, solidified liquids and spent resins, in which the radioactivity may
reasonably be assumed to be uniformly distributed over the volume or flowable wastes uniformly mixed with a solid matrix.

213

heterogeneous waste

radioactive waste that does not meet the definition of homogeneous waste, including solid components and
mixtures of solid components, such as dry active waste and cartridge filters
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