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National foreword

This British Standard was published by BSI. It is the UK implementation of
IS0 21482:2007.

The UK participation in its preparation was entrusted to Technical Committee
NCE/2, Radiation protection and measurement.

A list of organizations represented on NCE/2 can be obtained on request to its
secretary.

This publication does not purport to include all the necessary provisions of a
contract. Users are responsible for its correct application.

Compliance with a British Standard cannot confer immunity from
legal obligations.

This British Standard was Amendments issued since publication
published under the authority
of the Standards Policy and

Strategy Committee Amd. No. Date Comments

on 30 March 2007
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BS ISO 21482:2007

Foreword

ISO (the International Organization for Standardization) is a worldwide federation of national standards bodies
(ISO member bodies). The work of preparing International Standards is normally carried out through ISO
technical committees. Each member body interested in a subject for which a technical committee has been
established has the right to be represented on that committee. International organizations, governmental and
non-governmental, in liaison with ISO, also take part in the work. ISO collaborates closely with the
International Electrotechnical Commission (IEC) on all matters of electrotechnical standardization.

International Standards are drafted in accordance with the rules given in the ISO/IEC Directives, Part 2.
The main task of technical committees is to prepare International Standards. Draft International Standards
adopted by the technical committees are circulated to the member bodies for voting. Publication as an

International Standard requires approval by at least 75 % of the member bodies casting a vote.

Attention is drawn to the possibility that some of the elements of this document may be the subject of patent
rights. ISO shall not be held responsible for identifying any or all such patent rights.

SO 21482 was prepared by Technical Committee ISO/TC 85, Nuclear energy, Subcommittee SC 2, Radiation
protection.

Documents

Document Sharing Hub
lii

Full document details: BS ISO 21482:2007


http://dx.doi.org/10.3403/30140899U
http://www.avadocuments.com/doc/bs-iso-21482-2007
http://www.avadocuments.com/doc/bs-iso-21482-2007

BS ISO 21482:2007

Introduction

The basic ionizing-radiation symbol, “the trefoil” [ISO 361, ISO 7010:2003, Table 1 (Reference number W003)],
is used internationally to indicate the presence of radiation. There is a history of people, in particular those
persons with insufficient technical education or background, receiving serious injuries or fatalities from
handling large sealed radioactive sources and not correctly understanding the meaning of the basic ionizing
radiation symbol on the source. The ability to interpret and understand the symbol is of crucial importance for
all people.

With these problems in mind, the competent UN authority, the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) with
direction from the international community saw a necessity to develop a new symbol that is capable of fulfilling
all the requirements placed on a warning symbol.

For that purpose, the IAEA designed a number of symbols with different colours and shapes and evaluated
them in a number of preliminary tests. A series of assessments and comparisons were completed among
people with insufficient technical education or background, children and among different cultures in
11 different countries. The result is put forth in this International Standard.

This symbol is intended to supplement the basic ionizing radiation symbol.
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