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Foreword

ISO (the International Organization for Standardization) is a worldwide federation of national standards 
bodies (ISO member bodies). The work of preparing International Standards is normally carried out 
through ISO technical committees. Each member body interested in a subject for which a technical 
committee has been established has the right to be represented on that committee. International 
organizations, governmental and non-governmental, in liaison with ISO, also take part in the work. 
ISO collaborates closely with the International Electrotechnical Commission (IEC) on all matters of 
electrotechnical standardization.

The procedures used to develop this document and those intended for its further maintenance are 
described in the ISO/IEC Directives, Part 1. In particular, the different approval criteria needed for the 
different types of ISO documents should be noted. This document was drafted in accordance with the 
editorial rules of the ISO/IEC Directives, Part 2 (see www.iso.org/directives).

Attention is drawn to the possibility that some of the elements of this document may be the subject of 
patent rights. ISO shall not be held responsible for identifying any or all such patent rights. Details of 
any patent rights identified during the development of the document will be in the Introduction and/or 
on the ISO list of patent declarations received (see www.iso.org/patents).

Any trade name used in this document is information given for the convenience of users and does not 
constitute an endorsement.

For an explanation on the voluntary nature of standards, the meaning of ISO specific terms and 
expressions related to conformity assessment, as well as information about ISO's adherence to the 
World Trade Organization (WTO) principles in the Technical Barriers to Trade (TBT) see the following 
URL: www.iso.org/iso/foreword.html.

This document was prepared by Technical Committee ISO/TC 85, Nuclear energy, nuclear technologies, 
and radiological protection, Subcommittee SC 6, Reactor Technology.

Any feedback or questions on this document should be directed to the user’s national standards body. A 
complete listing of these bodies can be found at www.iso.org/members.html.

﻿

iv� © ISO 2020 – All rights reserved

BS ISO 23466:2020

Full document details: BS ISO 23466:2020

http://www.iso.org/directives
http://www.iso.org/patents
http://www.iso.org/iso/foreword.html
http://www.iso.org/members.html
http://www.avadocuments.com/doc/bs-iso-23466-2020
http://www.avadocuments.com/doc/bs-iso-23466-2020


﻿

Design criteria for the thermal insulation of reactor 
coolant system main equipments and piping of 
PWR nuclear power plants

1	 Scope

This document specifies the basic requirements of thermal insulation design of reactor coolant system 
(RCS) equipment and piping.

Among thermal insulation of various RCS equipment and piping, the following two kinds of thermal 
insulations are described in detailed based on common design logic and requirements:

—	 thermal insulation of reactor pressure vessel (RPV);

—	 thermal insulation of RCS piping and other equipment.

This document is valid for two types of thermal insulation:

—	 metallic thermal insulation;

—	 non-metallic thermal insulation.

This document mainly applies to nuclear power plants with pressurized water reactor (PWR). For other 
reactor types, this document can be taken as reference.

2	 Normative references

The following standards are referred to in the text in such a way that some or all of their content 
constitutes requirements of this document. For dated references, only the edition cited applies. For 
undated references, the latest edition of the referenced standards (including any amendments) applies.

ISO 7345, Thermal performance of buildings and building components — Physical quantities and definitions

ISO 9229, Thermal insulation — Vocabulary

3	 Terms and definitions

For the purposes of this document, the terms and definitions given in ISO  7345, ISO  9229 and the 
following apply.

ISO and IEC maintain terminological databases for use in standardization at the following addresses:

—	 ISO Online browsing platform: available at https://www.iso.org/obp

—	 IEC Electropedia: available at http://www.electropedia.org/

3.1
metallic thermal insulation
thermal insulation with metallic material as the primary insulating material

Note 1 to entry: The metallic thermal insulation is composed by large number of thermal insulation panels. Each 
thermal insulation panel is surrounded by outer cladding and filled by inner metallic reflective foils/sheets. The 
geometry of inner packed foils/sheets can be embossed structure or liners in parallel.

Note  2  to entry:  The typical geometry of metallic thermal insulation is shown in Annex  A. The geometry 
mentioned in Annex A can be referred by designers.
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3.2
non-metallic thermal insulation
thermal insulation with non-metallic material as the primary insulating material

Note 1 to entry: Geometry of non-metallic thermal insulation can be divided into three categories:

—	 Thermal insulation composed by large number of thermal insulation panels. Each thermal insulation panel is 
surrounded by outer cladding and filled by inner non-metallic insulating material.

—	 Layers of non-metallic insulating thermal insulation materials strapped together.

—	 Thermal insulation mattresses (composed by non-metallic insulating material wrapped in fibre clothing).

Note  2  to entry:  The typical geometry of non-metallic thermal insulation is shown in Annex  B. The geometry 
mentioned in Annex B can be referred by designers.

3.3
chimney effect
air circulation between the inner and outer side of thermal insulation originating from heat source

EXAMPLE	 If clearance and extensive heat exchange paths exist between thermal insulation and the 
insulated equipment/piping, external cold air would continuously enter from the lower part due to the density 
and pressure difference between inside and outside of the thermal insulation. The incoming airflow will be 
heated and thus travels upward to the top of thermal insulation and eventually exits from the upper part.

3.4
thermal bridge
channel with extremely large heat flow due to direct connection between inner/outer surface of thermal 
insulation and the material with great heat conductivity of the insulated structure

4	 General design procedure

4.1	 General requirements

The design procedures of thermal insulation shall be comprehensively considered to fulfil all 
functionalities. The safety class, quality assurance classification and seismic category requirements, 
which are specified by equipment specification or other relevant documents, shall be satisfied. The 
design of thermal insulation should take into account the following processes:

—	 reactor safety considerations;

—	 material selection;

—	 design and test of thermal behaviour;

—	 design and test of mechanical properties, including seismic and vibration resistance, etc.

In addition, other requirements about installation, removing, maintenance, in-service inspection and 
replacement shall also be considered during the design process of thermal insulation.

4.2	 Reactor safety considerations

The design of thermal insulation shall meet the safety requirements specified in the local regulations, 
codes and standards where the product is manufactured and used. Thermal insulation shall be 
carefully selected, and its application shall guarantee the fulfilment of its safety functionalities and to 
minimize interference with other safety functionalities in the event of thermal insulation deteriorating. 
Meanwhile, the safety requirements of RCS components shall also be considered and specified in the 
data sheets of thermal insulation.

As a design output of thermal insulation and a design input of safety facilities, the debris source caused 
by thermal insulation in the event of breaking shall not affect the normal operation of the emergency 
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core cooling system (ECCS), pit strainer and other safety facilities. Quantity and granulometry of debris 
shall be considered. This consideration applies to the whole thermal insulation system rather than a 
single local thermal insulation.

For thermal insulation areas where workers may get in contact with or get close to, the outer surface 
temperature of thermal insulation shall be limited to guarantee human safety.

For thermal insulation, which belong to a nuclear safety related class or provide reactor safety 
functionalities, the following requirements can be selectively implemented in the design of thermal 
insulation to meet the functional requirements of the safety system. For thermal insulation, which 
belong to non-nuclear safety class, the following requirements are not mandatory.

—	 Under normal service condition or anticipated events, thermal insulation shall withstand 
corresponding loads and perform all the functionalities during design lifetime.

—	 Under seismic conditions, thermal insulation shall have its impact on the insulated and adjacent 
components minimized.

—	 If any safety functionality needs to be performed by thermal insulation itself, reliable realization of 
such functionalities shall be ensured.

4.3	 Material selection

4.3.1	 General requirements

Thermal insulation materials shall meet the reactor safety requirements specified in the local 
regulations, codes and standards where the product is manufactured and used. Debris source caused 
by the material itself shall meet relevant requirements given in 4.2.

Thermal insulation materials mainly include primary insulating material, outer cladding/encapsulating 
material, support/fixation material, etc. Radiation induced material performance degradation over its 
design lifetime shall be considered during material selection. The maximum service temperature of 
all materials shall be higher than the design or operating temperature of the insulated equipment and 
piping. The maximum service temperature shall have appropriate margins.

4.3.2	 Primary insulating material

The primary insulating material will have a direct impact on the safety requirement, thermal 
behaviour, mechanical properties and geometry of the thermal insulation. Therefore, selection of 
primary insulating material may be carried out firstly. The primary insulating material can be one of 
the following two types:

a)	 metallic insulating material;

b)	 non-metallic insulating material.

As per the classification of primary insulating material, types of thermal insulation should also be 
classified as metallic and non-metallic thermal insulation.

Metallic insulating material achieves its functionality by virtue of the suppressed heat radiation due 
to low surface emissivity. Thus, surface brightened metallic material with low surface emissivity may 
be selected. Austenitic stainless steel is recommended. If the risk of potential hydrogen production 
and its impact on reactor safety are evaluated and measurements are capable to control the hydrogen 
concentration under limit, aluminum and galvanized steel are also applicable.

Metallic insulating material shall meet requirements given in relevant standards with regard to 
chemical composition and properties (including mechanical properties, physical properties and 
corrosion-resistant properties, etc.), and have good processing performance.
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